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TO, THE FREEDMEN. 

I HAVE prepared this book expressly for you, with 
the hope that those of yoa who can read will read 
it aloud to others, and that all of you will derive fresh 
strength and courage from this true record of what col- 
ored men have accompUlBed, under great disadvantages. 

I have written all the biographies over again, in order 
to give you as much information as possible in the fewest 
words. I take nothing for my services ; and the book is 
sold to you at the cost of paper, printing, and binding. 
Whatever money you pay for any of the volumes will be 
immediately invested in other volumes to be sent to freed- 
men in various parts of the country, on the same terms ; 
and whatever money remains in my hands, when the book 
ceases to sell, will be given to the Freedmen's Aid Asso- 
ciation, to be expended in schools for you and your chil- 
dren. 

Your old friend, 

L. MARIA CHILD. 
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IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

BT L. MABIA CHILD. 

THIS was the name of a remarkable Afncan, who 
excited' a good deal of interest in his day. His 
father and mother were stolen from Africa and put on 
board a slave-ship in 1729, which was one hundred and 
thirtj-six years ago. He was bom during the passage, 
and when the vessel arrived at Carthagena, in South 
America, he was baptized by the name of Ignatius. His 
mother died soon after, and his father, seeing no means 
of escape from slavery, killed himself in a fit of despair. 
The man who took possession of the little orphan, and 
claimed to be his master, carried him to England, and 
gave him to three unmarried sisters who lived at Green- 
wich. He was then about two years old, a bright, lively, 
funny little creature. As he grew older, he showed such 
an inquisitive mind, said so many droll things, and was 
so full of mischief, that the ladies named him Sancho, 
afler a very comical character in a famous old Spanish 
novel. He was very eager in the pursuit of knowledge ; 
but this commendable disposition was not approved by 
the ladies. They thought that all a black servant had 
occasion to know was how to obey orders, and that it 
was not necessary or proper for. him to learn to read 
find write. But nature had given Ignatius a very lively 
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mind, and a very susceptible heart, and neither of them 
could be kept quiet. He early plunged into love affairs, 
and was always overrunning with fun and frolic. Doubt- 
less he was a^reat trial to the respectable maiden ladies, 
who were training him for a servant ; and he, on his part, 
thought them very sour, severe, and disagreeable. Some- 
times, when they were angry with him, they reminded 
him that he had been a slave, and threatened to send 
him' into slavery again. This excited uneasiness in his 
mind, and kindled resentment 

The Duke of Montagu lived in the neighborhood, and 
his attention was attracted by the bright, frank coun- 
tenance of the black boy. He entered into conversation 
with him occasionally, and was so much struck by his 
intelligence and wit, that he told the ladies their servant 
was a remarkable lad, and that his earnest desire to im- 
prove his mind ought to be gratified. They persisted in 
their opinion that knowledge was a very improper and 
dangerous thing for a black servant. But the Duke in- 
troduced him to the Duchess, and they both encouraged 
him to learn to read and write. They lent him books, 
and Wjere greatly entertained by his bright remarks con- 
cerning what he read. 

It was a great grief to Ignatius when the friendly Duke 
died. He besought the Duchess to receive him into her 
service, and she consented. He remained in her house-> 
hold as long as she lived. At her death, she left him an 
annuity of about one hundred and fifty dollars a year ; 
and he had three hundred and fifty dollars, which he had 
laid up from his wages. He might have made this sum 
the foundation of a comfortable little property. But na- 
ture had made him very full of fun and frolic. He had 
such lively manners, and uttered so many pleasant jok^s. 
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that his companj was much sought for. This proved a 
temptation too strong for him. He accepted invitations 
to go to taverns, where he gambled away his earnings. 
He had a great passion for going to the theatre; and 
his conduct with regard to women was far from being 
correct 

But he soon saw the error of his ways, and resolved 
to reform. He went to the Chaplain of Montagu House, 
and begged to be taken into his service, where he re- 
mained several months. The .descendants of his old 
friend, the Duke, encouraged him to persevere in his 
good resolutions ; and when the young Duke saw that, 
he continued sober and industrious, he took him into his 
employ. By the blessing of the Heavenly Father, an- 
other saving influence came to help him into the paths 
of virtue. He formed a serious attachment for a very 
worthy young woman from the West Indies, to whom he 
was soon after married. He remained in the employ of 
the Duke of Montagu until he was about forty-four years 
old. Frequent attacks of the gout, and clumsiness re- 
sulting from an hereditary tendency to corpulence, ren- 
dered him unfit to continue in the service to which he 
had so long been accustomed. His good friend and 
patron the Duke assisted him to establish a small shop 
for groceries. By economy and industry, he and his 
good wife managed to rear and educate well a nmnerous 
family of children. 

He always retained his love of learning, and was sacb 
a diligent reader, that he was well acquainted with the 
current literature of that time. He was treated with 
respect and attention by many intelligent and educated 
people. Though not so full of fun a9 he was in his 
younger days, his conversation was entertaining. The 
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letters he wrote to various persons abound with good 
sense, and show that he was very affectionate and de- 
voted as a husband and father. He evidently regarded 
his wife as the best blessing of his life. In one of his 
letters to a friend he says : " The hot weather does not 
befriend Mrs. Sancho, but time will, I hope. If true 
worth could plead exemption from pain and sickness, she 
would, by right divine, enjoy the best of health." On 
another occasion he writes : " I can compare her to noth- 
ing so properly as a diamond in the dirt But, my 
friend, that is Fortune's fault, not mine ; for had I the 
.power, I would case her in gold." Years later, he 
writes : " Dame Sancho would be better in health, if she 
cared less. I am her barometer. If a sigh escapes me, 
it is answered by a tear in her eye. I often assume 
gayety to illume her dear sensibility with a smile, which 
twenty years ago almost bewitched me, and which still 
constitutes my highest pleasure. May such be your lot, 
my friend. What more can friendship wish you than 
to glide down the stream of time with a partner of con- 
genial principles and fine feelings, whose very looks speak 
tenderness and sentiment." 

After a severe illness he wrote to a friend : " I had ex- 
cruciating pains and great lack of patience. Mrs. Sancho 
had a week of it. Gout did not sweeten my temper. It 
was washing week, and she had to attend the shop. Grod 
bless her, and reward her. She is good ; good in heart, 
good in principle, good by habit." 

The children appear to have been the delight of his 
heart. He called them " Sanchonettas," which would 
be the Italian way of saying Little Sanchos. He was 
never tired of describing their little winning ways. At 
the end of a letter to one of his friends he wrote : '^ Lydia 
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trots about amazingly ; and Kitty imitates her, with this 
addition, that she is as mischievous as a monkey." But 
little William, his youngest, was evidently his pet. To 
another of his friends he wrote : ^ You cannot imagine 
what hold little Billy gets of me. He grows, he prattles, 
every day he learns something new. The rogue is fond 
of me to excess. By his good-will he would be always 
in the shop with me. The little monkey! He clings 
round my legs ; and if I chide him, or look sour, he holds 
up his little mouth to kiss me." 

Ignatius Sancho had a ^^ry kind heart It hurt his 
feelings very much to see any animal tormented. He 
tried to get some laws passed to prevent cruel market- 
men from abusing their donkeys ; and he always tried to 
be a friend to everybody that was in distress. In one 
of his letters he says : " The joy of giving and of making 
happy is almost the attribute of a god. There is as much 
sweetness conveyed to the senses by doing a right good- 
natured deed as our frame can consistently bear." 

Such a disposition is better than a remarkable intellect. 
But he had a quick intellect also, and generally took 
sensible views of things. Writing to a young colored 
friond, who had been somewhat wild, he says : — 

'* Look round upon the miserable fate of almost all of 
our unfortunate color. See slavery added to ignorance. 
See the contempt of the very wretches who roll in af- 
fluence from our labors. Hear the ill-bred, heart-racking 
abuse of the ignorant vulgar. If you tread as cautiously 
as the strictest rectitude can guide you, you must suffer 
from this. But if you are armed with truth and con- 
scious integrity, you will be sure of the plaudits and 
countenance of the good. 

'^ You are a happy lad. You have kind benefactors, 
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to whom 70U ought to look up with reyerence, and hnm- 
blj beg the Almighty to give 70U strength to imitate 
them in doing good. Your parts are as quick as most 
men's. If you urge your speed in the race of virtue 
with the same zeal you have exhibited in error, you will 
recover, to the satisfaction of your noble patrons, and to 
the glory of yourself. 

^ Some philosopher, whose name I forget, wished for a 
window in his breast, that the world might see his heart 
I recommend him to your imitation. Vice is a coward. 
To be truly brave, a man must be truly good. You hate 
the name of cowardice ; then detest a lie and shun liars. 
Be above revenge. If othera have taken advantage 
either of your guilt or your distress, punish them only 
with forgiveness ; and if you can serve them at any 
future time, do it. 

^ I sincerely congratulate thee upon thy repentance. 
I( is thy birthday to real happiness." 

To one of the white gentlemen who liked to correspond 
with him, he wrote : — 

^ There is something so amazingly grand and affecting 
in contemplating the works of the Divine Architect, 
either in the moral or the intellectual world, that I think 
one may rightly call it the cordial of the soul, the best 
antidote against pride and discontent. The friendly 
warmth of that ^orious planet the sun, the leniency 
of the air, the cheerful glow of the atmosphere, make 
me involuntarily cry, ' Lord, what is man, that thou, in 
thy mercy, art so mindful of him ? or what is the son of 
man, that thou so parentally carest for him ? ' 

" Sometimes, when I endeavor to turn my thoughts 
inward, to review the powers or properties the indulgent 
all-wise Father has endowed me with, I am struck with 
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wonder and with awe ; poor, insignificant worm as I am, 
in comparison with superior beings, mortal like myself. 
At the head of our riches I reckon the power of reflec- 
tion. Where doth it lie ? Search every member, from 
the toe to the nose, — they are all ready for action, but 
they are all dead to thought It is that breath of life 
which the Sacred Architect breathed into the nostrils 
of the first man. We feel and acknowledge it, but it is 
quite past the power of definition. Then to think of the 
promise of never-ending existence I To rise, perhaps, by 
regular progression flrom planet to planet, to behold the 
wonders of immensity, to pass from good to better, in- 
creasing in goodness, in knowledge, in love. To glory 
in our Redeemer, to joy in ourselves, to be acquainted 
with prophets, sages, heroes, and poets of old times, and 
to join in the symphony with angels." 

To a white young friend, who had obtained a situation 
in India, he wrote : — 

'*It is with sincere pleasure I hear you have a lucrative 
establishment Your good sense will naturally lead you 
to a proper economy, as distant from frigid parsimony 
as from heedless extravagance. As you may have some 
time for recreation, give me leave to obtrude my poor 
advice. I have heard it more than once observed of 
fortunate adventurers, that they come home rich in 
purse, but wretchedly barren in intellect My dear 
Jack, the mind wants food as well as the stomach. 
Why, then, should not one wish to increase in knowl- 
edge as* well as in money? The poet Young says, — 

* Books are fair Virtue^B advocates and friends.* 
My advice to you is, to lay by something every year to 
buy a little library. You have to thank God for strong 
natural parts; you have a feelipg, humane heart; yon 
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write with sense and discernment. Improve yourself, my 
dear Jack. Then if it should please God to return you 
to your friends with a fortune, the embellishments of 
your mind may be ever considered as greatly superior to 
your riches, and only inferior to the goodness of your 
heart. This is a good old adage : ' A few books and a 
few friends, and those well chosen.' " 

The same young friend wrote a letter to his father, 
from Bombay, in India, in which he wrote : *' The inhab- 
itants here, who are chiefly blacks, are a set of canting, 
deceitful people, of whom one must have great caution." 

Ignatius Sancho was always ready to defend the de- 
spised and the oppressed, and his sympathy was all the 
more lively if they were of his own color. He at once 
wrote to his young friend : — 

" In one of your letters to your father, you speak with 
honest indignation of the treachery and chicanery of the 
natives of India. My good friend, you should remember 
from whom they learned those vices. The first visitors 
from Christian countries found them a simple, harmless 
people. But the cursed avidity for wealth urged those 
first visitors, and all the succeeding ones, to such acts of 
deception and wanton cruelty, that the poor, ignorant 
natives soon learned their knavish arts, and turned them 
upon their teachers. As a resident of your country, Old 
England, I love it I love it for its freedom. For the 
many blessings I enjoy in it England shall ever have 
my warmest wishes, prayers, and blessings. But I must 
observe, and I say it with reluctance, that the conduct of 
your country has been uniformly wicked in the East In- 
dies, in the West Indies, and on the coast of Guinea. The 
grand object of English navigators, and indeed of all the 
navigators of Christian nations, has been money, money, 
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money. Commerce "Whs meant by the goodness of Deity 
to diffuse the varioas goods of the earth into every part ; 
to unite mankind with the Hessed bonds of brotherly love 
and mutual dependence. Enlightened Christians should 
diffuse the riches of the Gospel of Peace together with 
the commodities of their respective lands. If commerce 
were attended with strict honesty and religion for compan- 
ions, it would be a blessing to every shore it touched at. 

" The poor wretched Africans are blessed with a most 
fertile and luxuriant soil ; but they are rendered misera- 
ble by what Providence meant for a blessing. The 
abominable traffic in slaves, and the horrid cruelty and 
treachery of the petty kings, is encouraged by their Chris- 
tian customers. They carry them strong liquors, powder, 
and bad fire-arms to inflame them to madness, and to fur- 
nish them with the hellish means of killing and kidnap- 
ping. It is a subject that sours my blood. I mention 
these things to guard my friend from being too hasty in 
condemning a people who have been made much worse 
by their Christian visitors. 

"Wherever thou residest, make human nature thy 
study. Whatever may be the religion or the complex- 
ion of men, study their hearts. Let simplicity, kindness, 
and charity be thy guides ; and with these, even savages 
will respect you, while God will bless you." 

The writings of the Rev. Laurence Sterne, who was 
living in England at that time, were well calculated to 
inspire humanity toward animals and kindly feelings 
toward the poor. These writings were very popular, 
and two of the characters conspicuous in them, called 
Uncle Toby and Corporal Trim, were great favorites 
with the public. Ignatius Sancho especially delighted in 
the writings of Sterne ; and in 1776, when he was about 
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forty-seven years old, he addressed a letter to him as 
follows : —- 

'^ Reverend Sir, — It would perhaps look like an in- 
sult upon your humanity to apologize for the liberty I 
am taking. I am one of those people whom the vulgar 
and illiberal call * Negurs/ The first part of my life was 
rather nnlucky, as I was placed in a family who judged 
ignorance to be the best and only security for obedience. 
By unwearied application I got a little reading and writ- 
ing. Through God's blessing, the latter part of my life, 
has been truly fortunate, for I have spent it in the service 
of one of the best families in the kingdom. My chief 
pleasure has been books. How very much, good sir, am 
I, among millions, indebted to you for the character of 
your amiable Uncle Toby I I declare I would walk ten 
miles, in dog-days, to shake hands with the honest Corpo- 
ral. Your sermons have touched me to the heart, and I 
hope have amended it. In your tenth discourse I find 
this very affecting passage : ' Consider how gi'eat a part 
of our species, in all ages, down to this, have been trod- 
den under the feet of cruel and capricious tyrants, who 
would neither hear their cries nor pity their distresses. 
Consider Slavery, what a bitter draught it is, and how 
many millions are made to drink of it.' 

"I am sure you will forgive me if I beseech you to 
give some attention to Slavery, as it is practised at this 
day in the West Indies. That subject, handled in your 
striking manner, would perhaps ease the yoke of many ; 
but if only of one, what a feast for a benevolent heart ! 
and sure I am, you are an Epicurean * in acts of charity. 

* Epicareans were the followers of a philosopher in ancient Greece 
who taught that pleasure was the great object in life, — an excellent 
doctrine, if confined to the highest kind of pleasure, which consists in 
doing good. 



IGNATIUS SANCHO. 11 

You, who are universallj read and as nniyersally ad- 
mired, could not fail. Dear sir, tliink that in me 70a 
behold the uplifted hands of thousands of my brother 
Moors. You pathetically observe that grief is eloquent. 
Figure to yourself their attitudes, hear their supplica- 
tions, and you cannot refuse." 

Mr. Sterne wrote the following reply : — 

"July 27th, 1766. 

'< There is a strange coincidence, Sancho, in the little 
events of this world, as well as the great ones. I had 
been writing a tender tale of the sorrows of a poor, 
friendless negro girl, and my eyes had scarce done smart- 
ing with it, when your letter, in behalf of so many of 
her brethren and sisters, came to me. But why her 
brethren or your brethren, Sancho, any more than mine ? 
It* is by the finest tints, and the most insensible grada- 
tions, that nature descends from the fairest face to the 
sootiest complexion. At which of these tints are the ties 
of blood to cease ? and how many shades lower in the 
scale must we descend, ere mercy is to vanish with them ? 

" It is no uncommon thing, my good Sancho, for one 
half of the world to use the other half like brutes, and 
then endeavor to make them so. For my part, f never 
look Westward, when I am in a pensive mood, without 
thinking of the burdens our brothers and sisters are there 
carrying. If I could ease their shoulders from one ounce 
of them, I declare I would this hour set out upon a pil- 
grimage to Mecca for their sakes. It casts a sad shade 
upon the world, that so great a part of it are, and have 
so long been, bound in chains of darkness and chains of 
misery. I cannot but respect you and felicitate you, 
that by so much laudable diligence you have broken the 
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chains of darkness, and that hj falling into the hands of 
so good and merclM a family, you have been rescued by 
Pirovidence from the chains of misery. 

^ And so, good-hearted Sancho, adieu. Belieye me, I 
will not forget your letter. 

" Yours, 

"Laueencb Sterne." 

The last sickness of Ignatius Sancho was very pain- 
ful, but he was tenderly cared for by his good wife. He 
was fiflby-two years old when he died. Afler his death, 
a small volume was published, containing a number of his 
letters, some articles he had written for newspapers, and 
an engraved likeness of him, which looks very bright and 
good-natured. The book was published by subscription, 
in which a large number of the Englislf nobility and 
some distinguished literary men joined. 



EXTRACT FROM THE TENTH PSALM. 

" The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor. He 
hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten ; He hideth his 
face ; He will never see it. Thou hast seen it ; for thou 
beholdest mischief and spite, to requite it with thy hand. 
The poor committeth himself unto thee; thou art the 
helper of the fatherless. Lord, thou hast heai'd the desire 
of the humble. Thou wilt cause thine car to hear ; thou 
wilt prepare their heart to judge the fatherless and the 
oppressed, that the man of the earth may no more op- 
press." ♦ 
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PREJUDICE REPROVED. 

BT LTDIA H. SIOOUIWET. 

GOD gave to Afric's sons 
A brow of sable dye ; 
And spread the coantrj of their birth 
Beneath a burning sky. 

With a cheek of olive He made 

The little Hindoo child ; 
And dfirkly stained the forest tribes, 

That roam our Western wild. 

To me He gave a form 

Of fairer, whiter clay ; 
But am I, therefore, in his sight, 

Bespected more than they ? 

No ; — 't is the hue of deeds and thoughu 

He traces in his book ; 
'T is the complexion of the heart 

On which He deigns to look. 

Not by the tinted cheek. 

That fades away so fast. 
But by the color of the sotdy 

We shall be judged at last. 
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BENJAMIN BANNEKER. 



BT L. HABIA GHIIJ>. 



THIS remarkable man was born near the village of 
Ellicott's Mills, Baltimore County, Maryland, in 
1732. That was one hundred and thirty-three years ago, 
when there were very few schools and very few books in 
this country, and when it was not as easy as it now is for 
even white people to obtain a tolerably good education. 
His parents were both black, and though they were free, 
they were too poor to do much for their bright boy. 
They sent him to a school in the neighborhood, where 
he learned reading and writing and a little of arithmetic 

His father was a slave at the time of his marriage, but 
his wife was a free woman ; and she was so energetic and 
industrious, that she soon earned money enough to buy 
his freedom. Then they worked together, and earned 
enough to buy a few acres of land, and build a small 
cabin. 

Benjamin was obliged to labor diligently when he was 
at home from school, but every spare moment he could 
catch he was ciphering, and planning how to make 
things. As his parents grew old, he had to work early 
and late, to support himself and help them. His mother 
always continued active enough to do the in-door work. 
When she was seventy years old, if she wanted to catch 
a chicken she would run it down without appearing to be 
tired. The place was thinly peopled, and the few neigh- 
bors they had took no particular notice of Benjamin, 
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though he had the name of being a bright, indastrions 
lad. His hands worked hard, but his brain was always 
busy. He was particularly fond of arithmetic, and was 
always working out sums in his head. He took notice 
of everything around him, observed how everything was 
made, and never forgot one word of what he had learned 
at schooL In this way, he came to have more knowledge 
than most of his white neighbors ; and they began to say 
to one another, '' That black Ben is a smart fellow. He 
can make anything he sets out to; and how much he 
knows I I wonder where he picked it all up." 

At thirty years old, he made a clock,' which proved an 
excellent timepiece. He had never seen a clock, for 
nobody in that region had such an article ; but he had 
seen a watch, and it occupied his thoughts very much. 
It seemed to him such a curious little machine, that he 
was very desirous to make something like it. The watch 
was made of gold and silver and steel ; but Benjamin 
Banneker had only wood for material, and the rudest 
kind of tools to work with. It was a long while before 
he could make the hand that marked the hours, and the 
hand that marked the minutes, and the hand that marked 
the seconds, correspond exactly in their motions ; but by 
perseverance he succeeded at last. He was then about 
thirty years old. This was the first clock ever made in 
this country. It kept time exactly, and people began to 
talk about it as a wonderful thing for a man to do with- 
out instruction. After a while, the Ellicott family, who 
owned the Mills, heard of it, and went to see it. Mr. 
Elias Ellicott, a merchant in Baltimore, became very 
much interested in the self-taught machinist. He lent 
him a number of bdoks, among which were some on 
astronomy, ^— a science which treats of the sun, moon, and 
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ptars. Banneker was so interested in this new knowl- 
edge that he could think of nothing else. He sat up 
all night to watch the planets, and to make calculations 
about their motions. Mr. Ellicott went to see him to 
explain to him how to use some of the tables for calcu- 
lations contained in the books he had lent him; but he 
found, to his great surprise, that the earnest student had 
studied them all out himself, and had no need of help. 
It was not long before he could calculate when the sun 
or the moon would be eclipsed, and at what time every 
star would rise and set He was never known to make 
a mistake in any of his astronomical calculations ; and 
he became ^so exact, that he pointed out two mistakes 
made bj celebrated astronomers in Europe. 

In order to pursue his favorite studies without inter- 
ruption, he sold the land which his parents had lefl him, 
and bought an annuity with the money, on which he lived 
in the little cabin where he was born< He was so tem- 
perate and frugal, that he needed very little to support 
him; and when it was necessary to have more than his 
annuity, he could always earn something by going out to 
work. But, as he was no longer seen in the fields late 
and early, his ignorant white neighbors began to talk 
against him. They peeped into his cabin and saw hina 
asleep in the daytime. They did not know that he had 
been awake all night watching the stars, and ciphering 
out his calculations. In fact, they did not know that the 
planets moved at all ; and if he had told them that he could 
calculate their movements exactly, they would only have 
laughed at him. I suppose they felt some ill-will toward 
him because he was black, and yet knew so much more 
than they did ; and perhaps it excited their envy that the 
Ellicott family and other educated gentlemen liked to 
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go to his cabin and talk with him about his studies and 
observations. 

But Banneker was wise enough not to enter into any 
quarrels because they called him a lazy, good-for-nothing 
fellow. He endeavored to live in such a way that they 
could not help respecting him. He was always kind and 
generous, ready to oblige everybody, and not at all in- 
clined to boast of his superiority. 

When he was fifty-nine years old, he made an Alma- 
nac. It is a very difficult job to calculate all about the 
changes of the moon, and the rising and ebbing of the ' 
tides, and at what time the sun will rise and set every 
day, all the year round ; and it was a much more diffi- 
cult task then than it is now; because now there is a 
great improvement in astronomical books and instru- 
ments. But notwithstanding Banneker's limited means 
and scanty education, he made an excellent Almanac. 
It was published by Groddard and Angell of Baltimore. 
In a Preface, they say : " We feel gratified to have an 
opportunity of presenting to the public, through our 
press, what must be considered an extraordinary effort 
of genius, — a complete and accurate Ephemeris* for the 
year 1792, calculated by a sable son of Africa. It has 
met the approbation of several of the most distinguished 
astronomers of America; and we hope a philanthropic 
public will give their support to the work, not only on 
account of its intrinsic merit, but from a desire to contro- 
vert the long-established illiberal prejudice against the 
blacks." 

This was the first Almanac ever made in this country. 
It contained much useful information of a general nature, 
and interesting selections in prose and verse. Before it 

* A daily journal of the state of the planets. 

B 
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was printed, Banneker ' sent a manuscript copy, in his 
own handwriting, to Thomas JeflTerson, then Secretary 
of State, and afterward President of the United States. 
After apologizing for the liberty he took in addressing a 
person whose station was so far above his own, he says : — 

" Those of my complexion have long been considered 
rather bnitish than human,. — scarcely capable of mental 
endowments. But, in consequence of the reports that 
have reached me, I hope I may safely admit that you 
are measurably friendly and well-disposed toward us. 
I trust that you agree with me in thinking that one 
Universal Father hath given being to us all; that He 
has not only made us all of one flesh, but has also, with- 
out partiality, afforded us all the same sensations, and 
endowed us all with the same faculties ; and that, how- 
ever various we may be in society or religion, however 
diversified in situation or color, we are all of the same 
family, and all stand in the same relation to Him. Now, 
sir, if this is founded in truth, I apprehend you will 
readily embrace every opportunity to eradicate the ab- 
surd and false ideas and opinions which so generally 
prevail with respect to us. 

" Suffer me, sir, to recall to your mind, that when the 
tyranny of the British crown was exerted to reduce you 
to servitude, your abhorrence thereof was so excited, that 
you publicly held forth this true and invaluable doctrine, 
worthy to be recorded and remembered in all succeeding 
ages : * We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, and that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain inalienable rights ; that among 
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.' 

" Your tender feelings for yourselves engaged you thus 
to declare. You were then impressed with proper ideas 
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of the great value of Liberty, and the free possession of 
those blessings to which 70U were entitled by nature. 
But, sir, how pitiable it is to reflect that, although yon 
were so fully convinced of the benevolence of the Father 
of mankind, and of his equal and impartial distribution 
of those rights and privileges which He had conferred 
upon them, that you should at the same time counteract 
his mercies in detaining, by fraud and violence, so numer- 
ous a part of my brethren under groaning captivity and 
cruel oppression ; that you should at the same time be 
found guilty of that most criminal act which you detested 
in others with respect to yourselves. 

" Sir, I freely and most cheerfully acknowledge that I 
am of the African race ; and in that color which is natu- 
ral to them I am of the deepest dye. But, with a sense 
of most profound gratitude to the Supreme Ruler of the 
universe, I confess that I am not under that state of 
tyrannical thraldom and inhuman captivity to which so 
many of my brethren are doomed. I have abundantly 
tasted of those blessings which proceed from that free 
and unequalled liberty with which you are favored. 

" Sir, I suppose your knowledge of the situation of my 
brethren is too extensive for it to need a recital here. 
Neither shall I presume to prescribe methods by which 
they may be relieved, otherwise than by recommending 
to you and others to wean yourselves from those narrow 
prejudices you have imbibed with respect to them, and 
to do as Job proposed to his friends, — * Put your souls 
in their souls' stead.' Thus shall your hearts be enlarged 
with kindness and benevolence toward them, and you 
will need neither the direction of myself nor others in 
what manner to proceed. 

^ I took up my pen to direct to you, as a present, a 
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copy of an Almanac I have calculated for tibe succeeding 
year. I ardently hope that .your candor and generosity 
will plead with you iff my behalf. Sympathy and affec- 
tion for my brethren has caused my enlargement thus far ; 
it was not originally my design. 

'' The Almanac is the production of my arduous study. 
I have long had unbounded desires to become acquainted 
with the secrets of Nature, and I have had to gratify my 
curiosity herein through my own assiduous application to 
astronomical study ; in which I need not recount to you 
the many difficulties and disadvantages I have had to en- 
counter. I conclude by subscribing myself, with the most 
profound respect, your most humble servant, 

"B. Bannekeb." 

To this letter Jefferson made the following reply : — 

** Sir, — I thank you sincerely for your letter, and for 
the Almanac it contained. Nobody wishes more than I 
do to see such proofs as you exhibit that Nature has given 
to our black brethren talents equal to those of the other 
colors of men, and that the appearance of a want of them 
is owing only to the degraded condition of their existence, 
both in Africa and America. I can add, with truth, that 
no one wishes more ardently to see a good system com- 
menced for raising the condition, both of their body and 
mind, to what it ought to be, as fast as the imbecility of 
their present existence, and other circumstances which 
cannot be neglected, will admit. I have taken the liberty 
of sending your Almanac to Monsieur Condorcet, Secre- 
tary of the Academy of Sciences at Paris, and to mem- 
bers of the Philanthropic Society, because I considered 
it a document to which your whole color had a right, for 
their justification against the doubts which have been 
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entertained of tbem. I am, with great esteem, sir, your 

most obedient servant, .. ^ 

"Thomas Jeppebson." 

In 1803, Mr. Jefferson invited the astronomer to visit 
him at Monticello, but the increasing infirmities of age 
made it imprudent to undertake the journey. His Al- 
manacs sold well for ten years, and the income, added to 
his annuity, gave him a very comfortable support; and 
what was a still greater satisfaction to him was the con- 
sciousness of doing something to help the cause of his 
oppressed people, by proving to the world that Nature 
had endowed them with good capacities. 

After 1802 he found himself too old to calculate any 
more Almanacs, but as long as he lived he continued to 
be deeply interested in his various studies. 

He was well informed on many other subjects besides 
arithmetic and astronomy. He was a great reader of 
history ; and he kept a Journal, which shows that he was 
a close observer of the vegetable world, of the habits of 
insects, and of the operations of Nature in general. That 
his busy mind drew inferences from what he observed is 
evident from the following entry in his Journal : — 

" Standing at my door to-day, I heard the discharge of 
a gun, and in four or five seconds of time the small shots 
came rattling about me, which plainly demonstrates that 
the velocity of sound is greater than that of a common 
buUet." 

After the Constitution of the United States was 
adopted, in 1789, commissioners were appointed to de- 
termine the boundaries of the District of Columbia. 
They invited Banneker to be present and assist them 
in running the lines ; and he was treated by them with 
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as much respect as if he had been of their own color. His 
Almanacs were much praise^ by scientific men, and thej 
often visited him in his humble little cabin. But these 
attentions never made him pert and vain. He rejoiced 
in his abilities and acquisitions, because he thought thej 
might help to raise the condition of his oppressed breth- 
ren ; but he always regained modest and unobtrusive in 
his manners. , 

He died in 1804, in the seventy-second year of his 
age. His. friend, Mr. Benjamin H. EUicott, collected 
various facts concerning him, which have been published. 
In a letter on this subject, Mr. EUicott says: "During 
the whole of his long life he lived respectably, and was 
much esteemed by all who became acquainted with him ; 
more especially by those who could fully appreciate his 
genius and the extent of his acquirements. His mode 
of life was extremely regular and retired. Having never 
married, he lived alone, cooking his own victuals and 
washing his own clothes. He was scarcely ever absent 
from home, yet there was nothing misanthropic in his 
character. A gentleman who knew him speaks of him 
thus: *I recollect him well. He was a brave-looking, 
pleasant man, with something very noble in his appear- 
ance. His mind was evidently much engrossed in his 
calculations, but he. was glad to receive the visits we 
often paid him.' Another writes : * When I was a. boy, 
I became very much interested in him. His manners 
were those of a perfect gentleman. He was kind, gener- 
ous, hospitable, humane, dignified, and pleasing. He 
abounded in information on all the various subjects and 
incidents of the day, was very modest and unassuming, 
and delighted in society at his own house. Gro there 
when you would, by day or night, there was constantly 
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in the middle of the floor a large table covered with 
books and papers. As he was an eminent mathemati- 
cian, he was constantly in correspondence with other 
mathematicians in this country, with whom there was an 
interchange of questions of difficult solution. His head 
was covered with thick white hair, which gave him a 
venerable appearance. His dress was uniformly of su- 
perfine drab broadcloth, made in the old style of a plain 
coat with strait collar, a long waistcoat, and a broad- 
brimmed hat. His color was not jet black, but decidedly 
negro. In size and personal appearance he bore a strong 
resemblance to the statue of Benjamin Franklin, at the 
Library in Philadelphia.'" 

The good which Banneker did to the cause of his 
colored brethren did not cease with his life. When the 
Abbe Gregoire pleaded for emancipation in France, and 
when Wilberforce afterward labored for the same cause 
in England, the abilities and character of the black as- 
tronomer were brought forward as an argument against 
the enslavement of his race ; and, from that day to this, 
the friends of freedom have quoted him everywhere as a 
proof of the mental capacity of Africans. 



•" They found them slaves ! but who that title gave ? 
The Grod of Nature never formed a slave I 
Though fraud or force acquire a master's name, 
Nature and justice must remain the same ; — 
Nature imprints upon whatever we see, 
That has a heart and life in it, Bb fbee I ** 

COWPER. 
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ETHIOPIA. 

BT FHANCB8 B. W. HARPBB. 

YES, Ethiopia yet shall stretch 
Her bleeding hands abroad ; 
Her cry of agony shall reach 
Up to the throne of God. 

The tyrant's yoke from off her neck, 

His fetters from her soul, 
The mighty hand of God shall break, 

And spurn the base control. 

Redeemed from dust and freed from chains, 

Her sons shall lift their eyes ; 
From cloud-capt hills and verdant plains 

Shall shouts of triumph rise. 

Upon her dark, despairing brow 

Shall play a smile of peace ; 
For God shall bend unto her woe, 

And bid her sorrows cease. 

'Neath sheltering vines and stately palms 

Shall laughing children play. 
And aged sires with joyous psalms 

Shall gladden every day. 
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Secare by night, and blest by day, 

Shall pass her happy hours ; 
Nor human tigers hunt for prey 

Within her peaceful bowers. 

Then, Ethiopia, stretch, O stretch 

Thy bleeding hands abroad ! 
Thy cry of agcxiy shall reach 

And find redress from God. 



■^— ^»»«^"^»ii**<»« 



THE HOUR OF FREEDOM.* 

BT WILLIAM LLOTD OABBIBOK. 

THE hour of freedom ! come it must 
O hasten it, in mercy. Heaven I 
When all who grovel in the dust 

Shall stand erect, their fetters riven ; 

When glorious freedom shall be won 
By every caste, complexion, dime ; 

When tyranny shall be o'erthrown, 
And color cease to be a crime. 

* Written In 1S32. 
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WILLIAM BOEN. 



BT L. lEAXIA CHILD. 



WILLIAM BOEN was bom in 1735, one hun- 
dred and thirty years aga He was the slave 
of a man who lived near Mount Holly, in New Jersey. 
His roaster and most of the neighbors belonged to the 
Society -of Friends, commonly called Quakers. That 
Society made it a rule that none of their members should 
hold a slave, long before the people of any other sect 
were convinced that slavery was wrong. But at the 
time William Been was bom some of the Quakers did 
hold slaves, though many of their members were preach- 
ing against it. 

They were a very friendly and conscientious people, 
and as William grew up among them he naturally im- 
bibed many of their ideas. However, like most boys, 
he did not think very seriously about religion, until the 
importance of it was impressed upon his mind by the fol- 
lowing circumstance. In the time of the old French war, 
when he was a mere lad, his master sent him into the 
woods to cut down trees. The Indians were fighting on 
the side of the French, and they often killed the Amer- 
icans. Some of them came into the neighborhood of 
Mount Holly ; and when he went home at night, after his 
day's work in the woods, he would often hear that Indians 
had been lurking about in the neighborhood, and that 
somebody had been shot by their sharp arrows. This 
made him very much afraid to work alone in the woods. 
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He was always thinking Hmt Indians might be hidden 
among the bushes; and if a bird flew off her nest it 
sounded to him like the whizzing of an arrow. It was 
very still in the forest, and it seemed very solemn to look 
up at the sky through the tall trees. William thought to 
himself, ''What if the Indians should kill me before I 
have any time to think about it? Am I fit to die?'* 
He thought he was not fit to die, and he longed earnestly 
to know what he ought to do to become fit to die. He 
had heard tiie Quakers talk about a light which Grod had 
placed in the soul, to show men what was wrong. And 
he said it went through his mind ^ like a flaming sword," 
that if he would be fit to die he must follow this inward 
light in every particular, even in the most trifiing things. 
So he began to be very thoughtful about every action of 
his life; and if he felt uneasy about anything he was 
tempted to do, he said to himself^ '' This is the inward 
light, showing me that the thing is wrong. I will not dq 
it." Pursuing this course, he became careful not to do . 
anything which did not bring peace to his soul ; and as 
the soul can never be peaceful when it disobeys God, he 
was continually travelling toward Zion while he strove 
to follow this inward light in his soul ; and the more hum- 
bly he tried to follow it, the clearer the light became. 
He did not always keep in the straight path. Sometimes 
he did or said something wrong; then peace went away 
from his mind. But he confessed his sin before Grod, 
and prayed for strength not to do wrong any more. By 
humility and obedience he again found the path of peace. 
Religion comes in many different ways to human souls. 
This was the way it came to William Boen. 

All who knew him saw that his religious feeling was 
deep and sincere, for it brought forth fruit in his daily 
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life. He never made others unhappy bj indulging freaks 
of temper. He was extremely temperate, scrupulously 
honest, and very careful never to say anything but the 
exact truth. His character was so excellent that all the 
neighbors respected and trusted him. Many said it was 
a shame to keep him in slavery, and his master became 
uneasy about it People said to him, from time to time, 
^ William, thy master talks of letting thee be free.** He 
heard it so often, that it became an old story, and he 
thought nothing would ever come of ik But one day 
hi^ roaster was walking with him as he went to his work 
in the fields, and suddenly he inquired whether he would 
like to be free. William was silent for a while, and then 
began to talk about the work he was to do.' But the 
question dwelt on his mind and excited his hopes. He 
told one of his friends about it, and when he was asked, 
" What didst thou say, 'William ? " he replied, « I did not 
say anything ; for I thought he might know I would like 
to be free." 

When he was nearly twenty-eight years old his master 
offered to make a contract with him by which he could 
obtain his freedom. He was soon after married to a 
worthy young woman, and by industry and strict economy 
they were able in a few years to buy a few acres of land, 
and build a comfortable house. He led a peaceful and 
diligent life, doing good to others whenever he could, and 
harming no one. His conscience was extremely tender. 
He would never eat anything made of sugar manufactured 
by slaves, and he never would wear any garments made 
of cotton raised by slave labor. He thought Slavery was 
80 wrong, that he did not feel easy to connect himself 
with it, even in the remotest degree. 

He was equally scrupulous about telling the truth. 



WILUAM BOE^. 29 

One of his neighbors, a rich white man, was very much 
in the habit of borrowing his tools. One day, when he 
had been usin^ his grindstone, he thanked him for it, and 
William answered, in the customary way, ^ Thou art wel- 
come." But 8o«n he began to ask himself, ^Was that 
the exact truth ? " His mind was troubled by doubts 
about it, and finally he went to his neighbor, and said, 
'* When I told thee thou wert welcome, I spoke mere 
complimentary words, according to custom ; for the truth 
is, I do honestly think thou art better able to have a 
grindstone of thy own, than I- am." 

He had also a very nice sense of justice with regard 
to the rights of property. Nothing would induce him to 
use what belonged to another person without first ob- 
taining leave. One day, when he was mowing in the 
meadows, he accidentally killed a fat partridge with his 
scythe. The other workmen advised him to take it home 
for his wife to roast But he replied, ^^Nay, the par- 
tridge does not belong to me, it belongs to the owner of 
the meadow." Accordingly he carried it to his employer. 
Another time, when he was working with others in the 
woods, they found an empty cabin, wherein they stowed 
their provisions, and lodged for a fortnight, till they had 
finished cutting the timber. After William returned 
home he took an early opportunity to tell the owner of 
the cabin what he had done, and to offer payment for tiie 
accommodation. 

He constantly attended Quaker meetings, and followed 
their peculiar customs in dress and language ; but he was 
not admitted into full membership with that religious 
society till he was nearly eighty years old, though he 
had made application to join it thirty years before. 

He was scrupulously neat in his person. His linen 
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was always very white, and his light drab-colored clothes 
showed no speck of dirt He wore his beard long, and 
as he grew old it became rery white ; hid curly hair also 
was white as snow. His dark fkce was very conspica- 
ous in the midst of all this whiteness, and gave him an 
odd appearance. But he had such a friendly, pleasant 
expression of countenance, and there was so much modest 
dignity in his manners, that he inspired respect. A 
stranger once said to pne of his wealthy neighbors, ^ I 
wonder that boys and giddy young folks don't ridicule 
that old black man, his dress and appearance are so very 
peculiar." The neighbor replied, "William Boen is a 
religious man, and everybody respects him. The light- 
minded are so much impressed by his well-known charac- 
ter, that they are restrained from making fun of his singu- 
lar appearance.*' 

He died in his ninetieth year ; not from any disease, 
but the mere weakness of old age. His faculties were 
dear, and his mind serene and cheerful to the last He 
spoke of his approaching death with the greatest com- 
posure ; saying that he had no wish about the manner of 
his exit from this life, that he was resigned to the Di- 
vine will in all things. 

One of the last things he said was, " I am glad to see 
that the feeling against slavery is growing among the 
Society of Friends. Once I felt as if I was alone in my 
testimony against that wicked system." 

After his death, the Society of Friends at Mount 
Holly wrote a Memorial concerning his character, which 
was read in their Yearly Meeting. It concluded thus: 
**In early life, he was concerned *to do justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with his God.' By close atten- 
tion to the light of Christ within, he was enabled, not 
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only to bear many precious testimonies faithfully to the 
end of his days, but also to bring forth those fruits of the 
spirit which redound to the glory of God and the salva- 
tion of the souL As. he lived, so he died, — a rare pat- 
tern of a self-denying follower of Christ 'Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the upright ; for the end of that 
man is peace.'" 



ANECDOTE OF GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

During the war of the Revolution, Primus Hall was the 
colored servant of Colonel Pickering, with whom General 
Washington often held long consultations. One night, finding 
they must be engaged till late, he proposed to sleep in the 
Colonel's tent, provided there was a spare blanket and straw. 
Primus, who was always eager to oblige the Commander-in- 
Chief, said, *' Plenty of straw and blankets." 

When the long conference was ended, the two officers lay 
down to rest on the beds he had prepared. When he saw 
they were asleep, he seated himself on a box, and, leaning his 
head on hb hand, tried to take as comfortable a nap as he 
could. 'General Washington woke in the night, and seeing 
him nodding there, called out, "Primus I" The servant 
started to his feet, and exclaimed, " What do you wish for, 
General ? " 

" Ton told me you had plenty of straw and blankets," re- 
plied Washington ; " but I see you are sitting up all night for 
the sake of giving me your bed." 

** It 18 no matter about me," rejoined Primus. 

** Yes, it is," replied General Washington. ** If one of us 
must sit up, I will take my turn. But there is no need of 
that. The blanket is wide enough for two. Come and lie 
down with me." 

Primus, who reverenced the Conunander-in-Chief as he did 
no other mortal, protested against it. But Washington threw 
open the blanket, and said, " Come and lie down, I tell you I 
There is room enough for both, and I insist upon it." 

The tone was too resolute to . admit of further parley, and 
the General and his colored firiend slept comfortably under the 
bUuiket till morning. 
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PRAYER OF THE SLAVE. 

BT BKKNARD BABTOV. 

O FATHER of the human race ! 
The white, the black, the bond, the free. 
Thanks for thj gift of heavenly grace, 
Vouchsafed through Jesus Christ to me. 

This, 'mid oppression's every wrong, 
Has borne my sinking spirits up ; 

Made sorrow joyful, weakness strong, 
And sweetened Slavery's bitter cup. 

Hath not a Saviour's dying hour 

Made e'en the yoke of thraldom light? 

Hath not thy Holy Spirit's power 

Made bondage freedom ? darkness bright? 

Thanks then, O Father ! for the gift 

Which through thy Gospel thou hast given. 

Which thus from bonds And earth can lift 
The soul to liberty and heaven. 

But not the less I mourn their shame, 
Who, mindless of thy gracious will, 

Call on the holy Father's name. 

Yet keep their brethren bondmen still. 

Forgive them, Lord ! for Jesus' sake ; 

And when the slave thou hast unbound. 
The chains which bind the oppressor break I 

Thus be thy love's last triumph crowned. 



TOUSSAINT L^CfUYEBTHBE. • 8d 



o 



TOUSSAINT L'OUVERTURE. 

** XrerTwliere thy name shall ^ 
nMiwmed from o(dor*t infiunj) 
And men ihaU learn to ipeak of thet 
At one of earth's great spirits, bom 
la serrftade and norsed in seora, 
Casting aside the weary weighk 
And CBtfcen of ita low estate, 
In that strong majesty of sool 
frbiah Inowa no color, feoagne, or cUnM* 
Which still hath s|mm^ the base oootrol 

Of tyrants, through all time." 

JoHM O. Wmrma. 

N the weste rn coast of Africa, a tribe called the Ar « 
radas are said to be soperior to most of the other 
tribes IB intelligence and strength of will. The son of 
their chie^ named Gaou-Guinoa, was seized.by a prowl- 
mg Dand of slave-traders, one^day when he was oiit himt^' 
ingl ]3e was packed jn the hold of a Europ^n.Bhip9 ^^ 
a multitude of other nnfortnnate victims, and carried to- 
the island of Ha^d J^tJzfi-flQld* This is one of the largest 
of the; Wiest India Islands, and lies between Cuba and 
FoFto Rico. It was first discovered by Spaniards, who 
found it inhabited by mild-tempeied Indians, leadii^ a 
very simple and happy life. These natives called their 
island Hayti, which in their language signified a Land of 
Mountains^ A lofty ridge of mountains runs across it, 
and gives it a solemn, dreary i^pearance, when seen in 
the distance. But it is a very beautiful and fertile island. 
The high, rocky precipices, piled one above another, look 
down on broad fiowery plains, flowing with waten and 

2* o 
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loaded with tropical fruits. When the SpaDiards estab- 
lished a colony there, thej introduced the cultivation of 
sugar, cotton, and coffee, to supply the markets of En- 
rope. They compelled the native Indians to work so 
hard, and treated them so badly, that the poor creatures 
died off very fast. Then they sent men in ships to 
Africa to steal negroes to work for them. They founded 
a city in the eastern part of the island, and named it 
St. Domingo ; and the whole island came to be called by 
that name by European nations. 

The French ailerward took possession of the western 
part of the island. Their principal dty was named 
Cap Fran9ois, which means French Cape. The African 
prince Gaou-Guinou was sold in the market of that dty. 
He was more fortunate than slaves generally are. He 
wa s bought by the manager of a sugar plantation belong 
ing to a French nobleman, named the Count de Breda. 
He was kind-hearted, and was very careful to employ 
none but humane men to take charge of his laborers. 
The condition of the young African was also less deso- 
late than it would have been, by reason of his finding on 
the Breda estate several members of the Arradas tribe, 
who, like him, had been stolen from their homes. They 
at once recognized him as the son of their king, and 
treated him with the i;itmost respect. I n process of time 
he married a black sliiief who is said to have been hand- 
some and virtuous. They joined the Homai\^ Catholic 
Church, which was the established religion of France and 
the French islands. Of their eight children^ the old^t,_ 
bom in 1743, one hundred and twenty-two years ago, 
was named Tonssaint The day of his birth is not cer- 
tainly known. It has been said to have been on the 
20th oi May. But, from his name, it seems more likely 
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that it was on< the Ist of Novemher; In Catholic coun- 
tries, aknost every daj of the year is set apart to the 
worship of some .saint ; and a child bom on the day of 
any particular saint is very apt to receive his name from 
that day. The first of November is a festival of the 
church, called A ll Saints' Da y ; an d Tou ssaint, in the 
French language, means All Saints. 

In the neighborhood of Gaou-Guinou lived a very hon- 
est, religious old black man, named Pierre Baptjste. He 
had been in the service of Jesuit missionaries, and had 
there learned to read and write, also a little of geometry. 
By help of the Catholic Prayer-Book he learned some 
prayers in Latin, and found out their meaning in French. 
This man stood godfather for Toussaint at his baptism, 
and as the boy^ew_plder_it was his pleasure to teach 
him. what, little he hinotself knew. The language of the 
Arradas tribe was always spoken in the family of Gaou- 
Guinou, but from his godfather Toussaint learned to 
speak tolerably good French, which was the language of 
the whites in the western part of St. Domingo. It is 
said that Gaou-Guinou was allowed to cultivate a little 
patch of ground for his family, and that some of his 
fellow-slaves werid permitted to assist him occasionally. 
This indulgence indicates that he stood well in his mas- 
ter's opinion. • But, in common with other slaves, it is 
probable that he and his wife tolled early and late in the 
fields or the sugar-house, and that their family were hud- 
dled together in a hut too small to allow of their observ- 
ing the laws of cleanliness or modesty. 
\ For several years Toussaint was so feeble and slender 
that his parents called him by a name which signified 
• " The Little Lath." But he gained strength as he grew 
f older ; and by the tin^e he was twelve years old he could 
; beat all the boys in running, jumping, and leaping. 
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It was the business of young slaves to tend tlie flocks 
and herds. They generally neglected and abused the 
creatures under their care, because they themselves were 
accustomed to hard treatment But Toussaint was of a 
kindly disposition, and there was less violence on his 
master^s plantaGoh Ihan elsewhere. It was remarked 
in tfielieighborhood that he differed from other boys in 
his careful and gentle treatment of the animals under his 
care. He was naturally ^ silent and thoughtful child, 
and probably this tendency was increased by being much 
alone, watching the browsing cattle in the stillness of the 
great valleys. Perhaps also the presence of the moun- 
tains and the sky made him feel serious and solemn. His 
pious godfather tofd him legends of Catholic saints, which 
he had heard among the missionaries. All these things 
combined to give him a j::sligiou9. turn of mind, even in 
his- boyhood. From his own father he learned a great 
deal about Africa and the customs that prevailed in the 
tribe of his grandfather. King of the Arradas ; also the 
medicinal qualities of many plants, which afVerward 
proved very useful to him. N othing is yecQyd^d of 
the moral and intellectual character of his father; but 
Toussaint always respected him highly, and when he was 
himself an old man he spoke of him as a good parent, 
who had trained him well by lessons of h(ttor and virtue. 

Toussaint Breda, as4i9 was called, frotn the name of 
the estate on which he worked, early acquired a reputa- 
tion for intelligence, sobriety, and industry. The Mana- 
ger of the estate, M. Bayou de Libertas, was so much 
pleased with his conduct and manners^that he made him 
his coachman, a situation much coveted by the slaves, as 
being more easy and pleasant than most of their tasks. 
His kindness to animals fitted him for the care of horses. 
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and he was found as faithful in this new business as he 
had been while he was herds-boy. He was afterward 
promoted to an office of greater trosti being made steward 
of the sagar-house. 

Having arrived at manhood, he began to want a home 
of his own. Most of the slaves took up together without 
any form of marriage, that being one of the bad customs 
which grows out of Slavery. But Toussaint was relig- 
ious, and it would have troubled his conscience to live 
in that bad way. • He had become attached to a widow 
named Suzan, who had one little son called Pladde. She 
was not handsome, but he loved her for her good sense, 
good temper, and modest manners. They were married 
according to the ceremonies of the Catholic Church. He 
&dop^^het^£[e^j^ud brought him up as tenderly as 
he didji^owjpi childre^^ The Manager allowed him a 
small patch of ground for vegetables, and all the hours 
they could snatch from plantation labors he and his wife 
devoted to the cultivation of their little garden. M. 
Bayou de Libertas was such a humane and considerate 
man that fife in his service seemQ to have been as happy 
as the condition of slaves am be. Long afterward, Tous- 
saint, speaking of this period of his life, said : " My wife 
and I went hand in hand to labor in the fields. We were 
scarcely conscioiu^f the fatigues of the day. Heaven al- 
ways blessed ourfoiL We had abundance for ourselves, 
and the pleasure of giving to other blacks who needed it. 
On Sundays and' festival days my wife, my parents, and 
myself went to church. Returning to our cottage we 
had a pleasant meal, passed the remainder of the day in 
family intercourse, and closed it by prayer, in which all 
took part." 

Thus contented in his humble station, and faithfully 
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performing its duties, he gained the respect and oonfi- 
de nce of BothTtracks and whites. Many of the slaves in 
the French colonies were cruelly treated, as is always the 
case wherever Slavery exists. Toussaint could not avoid 
seeing a great deal of wrpng and snfibring inflicted on 
people of his color, and he was doubtless grateful to God 
that his lot was so much better than theirs. But he was 
too intelligent and thoughtful not to question in his own 
mind why either he or they should be held in bondage 
merely on account of the complexion which it had pleased 
God to give them. He was fond of reading, and M. 
Bayou de Libertas, contrary to the usual custom, allowed 
him the use of his books. He read one volume at a time, 
and tried to understand it thoroughly. He devoted every 
spare moment to it, and while he was at work he was 
busily thinking over what he had read. It'took complete 
possession of his soul for the time, and he would repeat 
extracts from it to his companions for weeks after. In. 
this earnest way he read several books of ancient history, 
biography, and morals, and a number of miUtary books. 
There wa3 a French author, called the Abb^ Raynal, 
Vho was much opposed to Slavery. In some way or 
other, one of his books fell into the hands of Touss aint 
Breda, and made a deep impression on him. It contained 
the following s'entenoe: ''What shall b^jloue to overthrew 
Slavery ? Self-interest alone governs kings and nations. 
We must look elsewhere. A courageous chief is all ihe- 
negroes need. Where is he ? Where is that great man 
whom Nature owes to her vexed, oppressed, and tor- 
mented children? He will doubtless appear. He will 
come forth and raise the sacred standard of Liberty. 
This venerable signal will gather round him his compan- 
ions in misfortune. More impetuous than the torrent 
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they will everywhere leave the indelible traces of their 
just resentment. Everywhere people will bless the name 
of the hero who shall have re-established the rights of the 
human race." 

When the Abb^ Raynal wrote those prophetic words, 
he did not foresee that they would meet the eye of the 
very man he called for ; and the humble slave, when he 
read them, did not hear in them the voice of his own 
destiny. 

While he was diligently toiling for his humane mas- 
ters, and seizing every opportunity to increase his small 
stock of knowledge, the island of St. Domingo was grow- 
ing very rich by agriculture and commerce. The plant- 
ers acquired enormous wealth, built splendid houses, and 
lived in luxury, laziness, and dissipation, upon the toil of 
the poor unpaid negroes. Twenty thousand slaves were 
imported from Africa every year, to make up the de- 
ficiency of those who were killed by excessive toil and 
cruel treatment These new victims, men and women, 
had the name of their purchaser branded on their breast- 
bones with red-hot iron. 

But men never violate the laws of God without suiBer- 
ing the consequences, sooner or later. Slavery was pro- 
ducing its natural fruits of tyranny and hatred, cruelty 
and despair. The reports of barbarity on one side and 
suffering on the other attracted iittention in Europe; 
and benevolent and just men began to speak and write 
against Slavery as a wicked and dangerous institution. 
The Abb^ Gregoire, a humane Bishop of the Catholic 
Church, introduced the agitating question into the French 
Assembly, a body similar to our Congress. He also 
formed a society called Les Amis de Notrs, which meana 
" The Friends of the Blacks." Of course, this was very 
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vexatious to slaveholders in the French colonies. TheT* 
knew very well that if the facts of Slavery were made? 
known, every good man would cry out against it. Politi- 
cal parties were formed in St Domingo. Some of the 
planters wanted to secede from France, and set up an 
independent government. Others wanted to increase 
their political power by having a Colonial Assembly 
established in the island, by means of whidi they could 
mainly manage their own concerns as they chose. For 
this purpose they sent deputies to France. But their 
requ^t gave rise to the question who should have the 
right to be members of such an Assembly ; and, for the 
following reasons, that question was very axmoying to the 
haughty slavehdders of St. Domingo. 

In the United States of America, slaveholders made 
^ law that ^the child shall follow the condition of the 
mother *\' consequently, every child of a slave*- woman 
was bom a slave, however light its complexion might 
be. This was a very convenient arrangement for white 
fathers, who wanted to sell their own children. In the 
French colonies, the law was, ^' the child shall follow the 
; condition of its father/* The consequence was, that all 
the children the planters of St. Domingo had by their 
slaves were bom free. This was, of course, a numerous 
class. In fact, their numbers, were two thirds as great 
as those of the whites. There were at that time in St. 
Domingo thirty thousand whites, twenty thousand free 
mulattoes, and five hundred thousand black slaves. Not 
unfrequently the white planters sent their mulatto chil-< 
dren to France to be educated like gentlemen. Many- 
of them acquired great wealth and held numerous slaves. 
But they were a class by themselves. However rich and 
educated they ml^t be, they were kept trampled down 
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in a degraded and irritating position, merely on account 
of their color. They despised the negro slaves, from 
whoni they had descended on the moiher^s side ; and 
they in their turn were des^Msed by the whites, whose 
children they were, because their color connected them 
with the enslaved race. They were not allowed to be 
j doctors, lawyers, or priests; they could hold no public 
i office; they could not inherit the name or the property 
j of their &thers ; they could not attend school with white 
I boys, or sit at a white man's table, or occupy the same 
; portion of a church with him, or be buried in the same 
graveyard. They were continually insulted by whites, 
but if they dared to give a blow in return, the penalty 
was to have the right hand cut off. This class of free 
mulattoes claimed that, being numerous and wealthy, and 
the payers of taxes, ^J^had a right to send representa- 
tives, to Die Cploiiial Assembly to look after their inteiv' 
ests. They had the more hopes of gaining this point, 
because a great Revolution was then going on in France, 
and the friends of liberty and equality were daily grow- 
ing stronger there. When the white planters sent depu- 
ties to France, the mulattoes sent deputies also, with a 
present of more than a million of dollars, and an offer to 
mortgage a fifth part of i^ their property toward the 
payment of the |V^oipbiJ%».tional debt. All tbeiy sfiked in 
return was that the law should put them on an equality 
with white men. Being slaveholders, they manifested 
the same selfishness that white slaveholders did. They 
declared that they asked redress of grievances only for 
oppressed freemen ; that they had no wish to change the 
condition of the negroes, who were slaves. 

This petition was drawn up in 1790, and sent to Paris 
by a wealtEy colored man named Og^ It excited lively 
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discussion in the National Assembly of France. One of 
the members, named Lamoth, who owned large estates in 
St* Domingo, said : ^ I am one of the largest proprietors 
in that island ; but I would lose all that I possess there 
rather than disown principles which justice and humanity 
have consecrated. I am not only in &yor of admitting 
men of color into the Colonial Assemblies, but I also go 
for the emancipation of the negro slaves." After ani- 
mated discussion, the reply received by the mulatto depu- 
ties from the President of the Assembly was : " No por- 
tion of the French nation shall in vain claim its rights 
from the representatives of the French people." 

When the white planters of St Domingo heard of 
this, they were filled with wrath. In one place, a mu- 
latto named Laoombe, whose only crime was that he had 
signed the' petition, was seized and hung. In another 
'place, the mob seized a highly respected old white magis- 
trate and cut off his head, because he had draflied for 

r 

the mulattoes a very moderate petition, begging to be 
released from some of the hardships under which they 
had so long suffered. When the colored deputy Og6 
returned from France and demanded that mulattoes 
should have the rights of citizenship, which had been 
decreed to them by the French Assembly, soldiers were 
sent to seize him, and he was sentenced to have all his 
limbs broken on a wheel, and then to have his head 
cut off. 

Besides the classes of which I have spoken there was 
another class in St Domingo called petit Uancs, which 
means small whites. They were so called to distinguish 
them from the large landed proprietors. They occupied 
a position not unlike that of the class known as ^ poor 
whites ** in the slaveholding portion of the United States. 
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Thej were ready instruments to carry oat the vengeance 
of the infuriated planters. They seized every opportunity 
to insult the free mulattoes, and to inflict cruelty and out- 
rage on the negro slaves. They went about as patrols, 
traversing the plantations, and bursting into negro huts 
at all times of night, under the pretence that they were 
plotting insurrection. The poor ignorant slaves did not 
understand what all this mobbing and murdering was 
for ; but finding themselves so much suspected and abused 
without cause, they became weary of their lives. Many 
committed suicide, others tried to poison their tormentors. 
At Port au Prince an attempt was made to get up an 
insurrection. Fifty slaves, suspected of being connected 
with it, were beheaded, and their heads, stuck on poles, 
were set up by the hedges in a row. 

While the fire was thus kindling under their feet the 
white planters came out in open defiance of the French 
government, and refused to take the oath of allegiance. 
They called on the English 'for aid, and offered to make 
the island over to Great Britain. The mulattoes were 
filled with dismay, for the French government was their 
only hope. Tbey had hitherto kept aloof from the ne- 
groes ; but now, seeing the necessity of curbing the power 
of the white planters, at all hazards, they instigated the 
already exasperated slaves to seize this favorable moment 
of commotion and rise against their masters.. They did 
rise, on the 22d of August, 1791.^ All at pnce,.|j^.fiky . 
was red with the reflection o^ burning houses and cane- 
fields. The cruelties which they had witnessedi or suf- 
fered, they how, in their tttm^ inflicted '^n white men, 
women, and children. It was a horrible scene. 

Toussaint was working as ususd on the Breda estate, 
when beneard that the planters had called in theaid 
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of the En^sh, and that four thonsand negroes had risen 
in insorrection. He exerted his great influence with his 
fellow-slaves to prevent the destmction of houses and 
cane-fields on the Breda estate^ For a month, he kept 
the insurgents at bay, while he helped M. Bajon de 
Libertas to cohviey a cargo of sugar on board a Baltimore 
ship, for the support of his £unil j, and aided his mistress 
to collect such articles of value as could conveniently be 
carried away. Then he secretly conveyed them to the 
pame ship ; and it was an inexpressible relief to his heart 
when he saw them sailing away, bound for the slunres of 
the United States. 

The armed negroes increased in numbers, and mar- 
shalled themselves under an intelligent leader named 
Jean Francois. When the French governor in St Do- 
mingo dftlled upon them to lay down their arms, their 
leaders replied for them: ^We have never thought of 
failing in the respect and duty we owe to the representa- 
tives of the Eang of France. The king has bewailed our 
lot and broken our chains. But those who should have 
proved fathers to us have been tyrants, monsters, unwor- 
thy the fruits of our labors. Do you ask the sheep to 
throw themselves into the jaws of the wolf? To prove 
to you, excellent sir, that we are not so cruel as you may 
think, we assure you that we wish for peace with all 
our souls ; but on condition that all the whites, without 
a single exception, leave the Cape. Let them carry with 
them their gold and their jewels. All we seek is our 
liberty. Grod grant that we may obtain it without shed- 
ding of blood. Believe us, it has cost our feelings very 
much to have taken this course. But Victory, or death 
for freedom, is our profession of faith ; and we will main- 
tain it to the last irop of our blood." 
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The B^roes were miBtakea i^ sapposing that Loois 
XVI., king of France, had brokentEeirchains, or thai 
the Jungl9 par^t called Boyalista, were tryi ng to do any- 
thing for their freedom. I^ wa« the revolutionary party 
in France, called Bepublicani, who had declared them- 
selves in lavor of emancipating the negro slaves^ and 
giving the free mulattoes their civil rights. The main 
body of the negroes had been kept in Ihe lowest igno- 
rance, and of coarse could not understand the state of 
political parties. The world was ringing with French 
doctrines of liberty and equality, to be applied to men 
of all colon ; and they could not help hearing something 
of whftt was 80 universally, tajtked of. '^Q.fipaniards in 
the eastern part of St Domingo were allies of the French 
king, and they wajfi^^ed £e negroes to help them fight the 
French^j^nter^^ a^^ainst the king« 

In order to give them a strong motive for doing so, they 
told them that Louis XVL had been cast into prison in 
France, and th^t they were going to kill him, because he 
•wanted to emancipate the slaves in his colonies. They 
readily believed, that it was so^ because they saw their 
masters iQ arms against the king. Therefore they called 
their regiments '< The King's Own^" and carried flags on 
which were inscribed, "Long live the King," "The 
Ancient System of Government." 

The slaveholders mounted the English cockade, aod 
entered ii^to alliance with Great 9ritaio>.Ychile their re- 
volted slaves joined the Spanish. The war raged horri- 
bly on both sides.' Jean Francois was of a gentle dispo- 
sition, and disposed to be merciful ; but the two other 
leaders of the negroes, named Jeannot and Biassou, were 
monsters of revenge and cruelty. The bleeding heads 
of ^Jt^te men surrounded their camps, aod the bodies 
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of black men hung' on trees round the camps of the 
planters. 

This state of Uiings shocked the spul of Toussaint 
Bredflu. Much as he desired the freedom of his own 
race, he was reluctant to join i^ enterprijse marked by 
so manj cruelties. Conscience forbade him to enlist on 
the side of the slaveholders, and he would gladly have 
remised neutral ; but he found that- men of his^own «ok>r 
were suspicious of him, because he had adhered so Mth- 
fullj to M. Bayou de Libertas. HsLJflioed tha black 
insurgents; but, resolved not to take part in . tbair.'bav* 
barities, h^ occupied himseUf. with healing the wounded, 
— an office for which he was well qualified by his tender 
disposition and knowledge of medicinal plants* 

After a while, however, the negroes were compelled 
to retreat before the superior dfecipITne" of the white 
troops ; and feeling greatly the need of intelligent offi- 
cers, they insisted upon making Toussaint aide-de-camp 
to Biassou, under the title of Brigadier. He desired, 
above all things, that hostilities should cease, that the* 
negroes shQuld return to their work, and that the planters 
should^Qonscnt to cease from oppressing them. A very 
little justice and kindness would have padfied the re- 
volted slaves; but the slaveholders were so full of rage 
and pride, that if a slave attempted to return to his mas- 
ter, however sincere he might be, he was instantly .put 
to death* Three commissioners came from France to 
try to negotiate a peace between the contending parties. 
The blacks sent deputies to. the Colonial Assembly to 
help the French commissioners in this good work ; but 
the planters treated their overtures with haughtiness and 
contempt 

It is said that Toussaint wept when he saw the hopes 
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of peace Taiuih. It was plain that his people mast re- 
BJst their tyra mtSa. or be forever hopelessly crashedL He 
w M theq fffty years . old*., ilk Ibe-. primfl of his bo^y and 
me atal strength . By becoming a leader he felt that he \ 

might protect the ignorant masses, and restnun those who I 

were disposed to cruelty. Perhaps he remembered the 
prediction of the Abb^ Raynal, and tbonght that he was 
the appomte d jLeliverer^ — 1| second Moses, sent by God 
to bring his people out of bondage. From that time j 
henoefbrth he made it the business of his life to conquer li 
freedom for his race ; but never in a bloodthirsty spiriti^ \ 

Bii^sou was so enraged by the contemptuous manner 
in whidi their deputies had been treated, that he gave 
orders to put to death all the white prisoners in their 
camps. But Toussaint remonstrated, and succeeded in 
saving their lives, ^jj, igf^^TTIiir i"M!iji;oiiLri j^iivf IrtTTi 

humaiiity. He also manifested flTtr^rHinftiy t^yi\ 

and 9SLmKtfi\yT i n flift vAry i^i fflnnlt p#>.ilirm mi iii I i ; .! ! . Ini 

_^% rVrfi^i, He was surrounded by conflicting parties, 
fighting against each other, agreeing only in one thing, 
and that was hostility to the negroes ; all of them ready 
to make the fairest promises, and to break them as soon 
as they had gained their object. France was in a state 
of revolutipnaiy.CQnfu8ij)n,.a^ rumors were very contra- 
dictory. One thing was certain, —7 their former masters 
were fighting against the king of France ; and instinct 
led them_toJriigt..th§ ptlj^X^^ye.. Toussaint deemed it 
wisest to keep under the protection of their Spanish al- 
Hes, and fight tvlttr f!hem for jC^ By a suc- 

cession of battles, he gained possession of several districts 
in the mountains, where he ^'T^trfiP**^*^*^ hia frnvPft atrpnglyj 
and tried to bringjhem und er regular military discii^e. 
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He was very strict, and allowed no di3obedimio» of orders. 
He forbade his soldiers to go about plundering, or reven* 
ging past ii\juries. Hij.^ motto jvas, ^No RetaliatioDy'' 
•r— a noble, Christian motto^ totally disregarded bjr m^i 
whose opportonities for enlightened education were a 
thousand tJmfn grtalar thaa lu& When Jie felt him- 
self secure in the mountain districts, he inyited the white 
planferSTdfthlStlt^jdbn to return and culttvate the estates 
which they ha3 abandoned in.th.Qir terror. He promised 
them that their persQpa^nd^gojierty should, b&.protected ; 
and bQ £i4lhful]y:.kept hi& word. In his language and in 
his actions he was always saying to the whites, '^ Why 
will you force us to fight ? I cherish no revenge against 
you. All I want is the freedom of my race." His energy 
and ingenuity in availing himself of every resource an4 
supplying every deficiency were truly wo^derluL On 
one occasion a map was greatly needed, in order to plaa 
some important campaign, and no map could be procured. 
Toussaint, having made diligent inquiries of various per- 
sons well acquainted with the portion of country to bQ 
traversed, employed himself in making a map. By help 
of the little geometry taught him by his godfather, he 
projected a map, and marked down the important towns, 
mountains, and rivers, with the distances between them« 
No trait in the character of Toussaint Breda waa 
stronger than his domestic afiections. He was devot^y 
attached to his wife and children, and he had noClieea 
them for seven months. At last an interval of quiet en- 
abled him to visit the Spanish part of the island, whither 
he had sent them for security. The Spanish authorities, 
in acknowledgment of his services, received him with thQ 
greatest distinction, Toussaint thanked them, but hum- 
bly ascribed his successes to a superintending Providence. 
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Always strict in religious observances, he went to the 
church to offer prajers. His general, the Spanish Mar- 
quis Hermona, seeing him kneel to partake of the com- 
munion, said : *^ In this lower world God visits no purer 
soul than his.** 

B ut the Spaniar ds had no regard for the rights and 
welfar e of the negro es. They used them while they had 
need of the ir help; and were ready to oppress them when 
it served their own interests. News came from France 

- 111 II i n - I ■»■■ - » . — ... 

that the Rep ublican party were triumphant, and that .the 
king had been beheaded. ¥he Spanish had nothing fur- 
ther to gain by adhering . to the defeated Royalist party. 
Acco rdingly t Spain and Great Britain entered into a 
league to divide the island of St. Domingo between 
them, and restore Slavery. Dn the contrary, the Re- 
publican party m France, assembled in convention at 
Paris, February, 1794, proclaimed freedom to the slaves 
in all the French colonres ; an^T as^ the government was 
now in their h ands, there was no doubt of their bavins 
power to protect those they had emancipated. Under 
these circumstances, there was but one course for Tous- 
saint to take. He left the Spanish an d joined the French 
forces, by whom he was received with acclamation. His 
rude bands of untaught negroes had now be<X)me a well- 
disciplined army. The^ were jproud of their commander, 
and alo^ost worshipped him. Under his guidance, they 
performed wonders, proving themselves equal to any 
troops in the world. Toussaint was on horseback night 
and day. It seemed as if he never slept Wherever 
he was needed, he suddenly appeared ; and as he seemed 
to be wanted in twenty places at once, his followers 
thpught he had some powers of witchcraft to help him. 
But the witchcraft consisted in his superior intelligence, 

3 D 
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his remarkable activity, his iron constitation, and his iron 
wilL His heart was never of iron. In the midst of con- 
stant warfare he paid careful attention to the raising of 
crops ; and if women and children, black or white, were 
suffering with hunger, he caused them to be supplied 
with food. He and his brave pffioeis ftnd troops every- 
wh ere drove the English before them. The French 
general Laveaux appointed him second to himself in 
command; and, in his proclamation to that effect, he 
declared: ^This is the man whom the Abb^ Raynal 
foretold would rise to be the liberator of his oppressed 
race." 

One day, when he had gained some important ad- 
vantage, a white officer exclaimed, '' General Tonssaint 
makes an opening everywhere." His black troops heard 
the words, and feeling that he had made an opening for 
themy from the dungeon of Slavery to the sunlight of 
Freedom, they shouted, ^ UOuveriwre^^ ^ JJ Ouvertare^ ; 
which, being translated into English, means The Open- 
ing. From that day henceforth he was called Toussaint 
rOuverture. 

The English general Maitland, finding him so formida- 
ble, wished to have a conference with him to negotiate 
terms of accommodation. The request was granted ; and 
such was his confidence in the black chieftain that he 
went to his camp with only three attendants,' through 
miles of country full of armed negroes. One of the 
French officers wrote to General Toussaint that it would 
be an excellent opportunity to take the English com- 
mander prisoner. Greneral Maitland was informed of 
this while he was on his way ; but he said, ^ I will 
trust General Toussaint. He never breaks his prom- 
ise." When he arrived, General Toussaint handed him 
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two lett^^ Baying, ^ There is a letter I have reoeiyed, 
advisiog me to detain you as prisoner ; and there is my 
reply. I wish you to read them before we proceed to 
business, that you may know I am incapable of such a 
base action." The answer he had written was, " I have 
promised this Englishman my protection, and he shall 
have it" 

The English, seeing little prospect of conquering him 
by force^or outwittii^'Jiim by^jstratagem, tried to bribe 
hi m to t^eir ii^tf reat. They offered to make him king 
of St DomiB gQ, „ to_eB^blJ6h him with a sufficient nayal 
forGe» a^d ^ye freedom to,.tbe blacks» if he would come 
over to their side. But the English still held slaves in 
the neighboring islands, while the French had proclaimed 
emancipation in all their colonies. He felt gratefol to 
the Qg|HyJ2licaa.^yemment of France, and he resolved 
to stand by it The only crown he coveted was the free- 
dom of his race. '"He pursued the English vigorously, 
till he drove them from the island. Yet he h^d no de- 
sire to harm them, any fur^EeF than was inevitable for 
the protection of his people. An English naval officer, 
named Rainsford, being driven on the coast of St Do- 
mingo by a violent storm, was arrested as a spy. A 
court-martial was held, at which General Ghristophe pre- 
sided, in the absence of G^ieral Toussaint Rainsford 
was convicted, and sentenced to die. He was put into 
a dungeon to wait till the sentence was signed by Greneral 
Toussaint The women of the island pitied the stranger, 
and oflen sent him fruit and sweetmeats. When Tous- 
saint returned, he examined into the case, and said : 
'^ The trial appears to have been fair, and the sentence 
just, according to the rules of war. But why should we 
execute this stranger ? He is alon^ and can do us no 
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harm. His death would break his mother's heart. Let 
us have compassion on her. Let us send him home, that 
he may tell the English what sort of people we are, and* 
advise them not to attempt to reduce us to Slavery." 

H aving cleared the island of foreig n enemies, Toussaint 
exerted ^IJbis^bilitifti^tj^jD^ He dis- 

charged the ^ater part of the regular troops, and sent 
them to till the soil. At that time, men were afraid 
to trust to immediate, unconditional emancipation; they 
had not then learned by experiment that it is the wisest 
policy, as well as the truest justice. Toussaint feared 
that when the former slaves were disbanded from the 
army they would sink into laziness and vice, and thus 
cause the name of freedom to be evil spoken of. There- 
fore, with the view of guarding public morals, he msti- 
tu ted a kind of apprenticeship. Ijfcjac dMned t hat they 
should work five years for their masters, on condition of 
receiving one fourth of the produce^ out of which the cost 
of their subsistence was to be defrayed. Regulations 
were made by which the laborers became a sort of pro- 
prietors of the soil ; but I do not know what were^the 
terms. He did everything to encourage agriculture, and 
tried to impress on the minds of the blacks that the per- 
manence of their freedom depended in a great measure 
upon their becoming owners and cultivators of land. He 
proclaimed a general amnesty to men of all colors ond^ll 
parties, even to those who had fought with the English 
against their own country. He invited the return-ofjJl 
fugitives who were willing to become good citizens, and 
by public discourses and proclamations promised them 
pardon for the past and protection for the future. Be- 
fore any important measure was carried into execution, 
he summoned all the people to church, where, after 



TOUSSAINT L»OUVEBTUBE. 58 

prayers were offered, he discoursed to them npon the 
prospects of the republic, and what he considered es- 
sential to its future peace and prosperity. He ordered 
prayers to be said night and morning at the head of the 
regiments. The dis cipline of the army was so strict ^ t^at 
some accu sed him ot severity. But the soldiersjaJmoat 
idolized him, which I think they would not haye done, 
if iie had not proyed to them that he was just as well as 
strict After such a long period of foreign and dyil war, 
it required a very firmluicl judicious hand to restore order 
and security. His troojps , once lawless . apd 9ayage» had 
become perfectly orderly under his iQgalations. They 
committed no thefts on the plantations and no pillage in 
the cities. He opened to aU nations aa unrestricted cam- 
merce with St l)omingo ; and he has the honor of being 
the nrst ruler in the world who introduced a system pf 
free t rade. In the distribution of offices, he sought out 
the men that were best fi tted, without regard to complex- 
ion. In many things h e seemed .tQ.&vor the whites mora 
than the blacks ; probably from his extreme fear of not 
being impartial ; perhaps also because he knew the whites 
distrusted liim and needed to be conciliated, while people 
of his own color had. entice confidence in him. But the 
most obstinate prejudices gradually gaye way before the 
wisdom and uprightness of his government. White 

planters, who had been accustomed to talk of him as a 

..•trf.^ 

revolted slave and a lawless brigand, began to acknowl- 
edge that he was a conscientious man jmd a. wise legifi- 
lator. A general feeling of security prevailed, activity 
in business was restored, and wealth began to fiow in 
through its former channels. 

But, with all his prudence and efforts at universal 
conciliation, he could not at once heal the old animosities 
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that had so long rankled in the breasts of men. Some 
of the returned French planters resumed their old habits 
of haughiiness and "(SOU tempt tOWfifdThe liegrjoes. Some 
of tirerproprietbiSi both* whfte^and" black, in' their haste 
to. grow rich, overworked their laborers ; and, in addition 
to these causes of irritation, it was whispered round ^at 
the whites were influencing the i<'rencK*g6Temment to re- 

^^i^SJSlaxfiiyv. ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^® northern districts a propo- 
sition was made to d&bfuid'l&e black^'^ops. This ex - 
cited suspicion, aiid^lEeylrose In rebellion. Buildings 
were firied, ai^ three hunS^d whites slau^tered. Tous- 
saint hastened to the scene of action, and by assurances 
and threatS-jyuelle j^ flKg'^tnmuIt. The command j)f that 
district was in the hands of Gener^^Mqjsejthe son of 
Toussaint's brother Paul. He disliked the system of 
conciliation pursued toward the whites, and had expressed 
bis opinions in terms less respectfiil: than was proper to- 
ward a man of his uncle's age and character. The agri- 
cultural returns from his district had been smaller than 
firom other portions of the island ; and when Toudsaint 
remonstrated with him for neglecting that department, 
he replied : ^ Whatever my old undo may see fit to do, 
I cannot consent to be the executioner of my race, by 
causing them to be worked to death. All your orders 
are given in the name of France. But to serve France 
is to serve the interests of the whites ; and I shall never 
love the whites till they give me back the eye I lost in 
battle." When the insurrection broke out in his ^iis- 
trict, the relatives of the slaughtered whites complained 
to Gleneral Toussaint that his nephew had not taken any 
efficient measures to put down the riot ; and the blac^Jn- 
surgents excused themselves by saying General Moyse 
approved of their rising. A oourt-martial was held, and 
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G reneral Moyse and s everal of the ringleaders w ere con - 
demned to be^ shot The executioa of this sentgny 

was loudly accased of favoring; the whites more than 
he did his own color ; and to this day it is remembered 
against him in ffielilandl ITceirtalnly Is ffiS' liSRRSSt 
action r ecorded of Too ssaint TOuvertore. But it most 
be remembered that he had invited the whites to come 
back, and had ^ven them promises of protection, because 
he thought the peace and prosperity of the isLtnd could 
best be promoted in that way ; and having done so, it 
was his duty to see that their lives and property were 
protected. Moreover, he knew that the £ceedom.^luB 
race depended upon their gQQii,.heha3dQr.aflter they wete 
emancipated, and that insurrections would furnish ..the 
French government with a pretext for reducing them 
to Slavery a^on. If he punished any of the ringleaders 
with death, he could not, without partiality^ pardon his 
own nephew, who had been condemned by the same 
court-martial. In this matter it is fair to judge Tous- 
saint by his general character, and that leaves no room 
to doubt that severity was painful to him, and that when 
he resorted to it he was actuated by motives for the pub- 
lic good. 

That he could forgive offences against himself was 
shown by his treatment of the mulattoes, who n^^e 



trouble in the island about the same time. They had 
neverJ)eeQ,^plea§e4> U> 9e§ one of the black slaves, jwhom 
thev had alwavs despised, placed in a situation which 
made him so much superior to any of themselves. They 
manifested their dissatisfaction in a variety of ways. 
T hey did their utmost to increase the feeling that he 
s howed partialitv fp ||iq whi tes. In several instances 
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at tempts were made to take his life . At one time, the 
plume in his military cAp was shot away. On another 
occasion, balls passed through his carriage, and his coach- 
taian was killed; but he happened to be riding off on 
horseback in another direction. T his hostile feeling le d 
the mulattoes into an extensive conspiracy to excite rebel- 
li on again st his goveminent, Toussaint was forewarned 
of it, and the attempt was put^Jown. ' TEleven of t'Ee 
leaders were carried to the Cape and imprisoned. Tous- 
saint called a meeting of the dvil and military authori- 
ties, and ordered the building to be surrounded by black 
troops while the mulatto prisoner s were brought in under 
g uard. „ They looked extremely dejected, expecting noth- 
ing but death. But he announced _to them thaty deeming 
the forgiveness of injuries a Christian duty, he pardoned 
what they had attempted to do against him. He gave 
them money to defray their travelling expenses, told 
them they were at liberty to return to their homes, and 
gave orders that they should be protected on the way. 
As he passed out of the building, they showered blessings 
on his head, and the air was filled with shouts of '^ Long 
live Toussaint TOuverture." 

These outbreakings of old hatreds were local and short- 
lived. The confidence m Toussaint's goodness and ability 
was almost universal ; and his popularity was so great w ith 
all classes, that he might have made himself em peror, if 
he. would. , But through all the changes in France he 
had been faithful to the French government ; and now to 
the habit of loyalty was added gratitude to that govern- 
ment for having proclaimed freedom to his race. Next 
to the emancipation of his people, he sought to serve the 
interests of France. Pe rson al ambition never tempted 
him from the path of duty. When the afiaiiB of the 
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colo ny seemed to be arranged on a secure basis, be mani« 
fested willingness to resign the authority which be bad 
used ^th so much wisdom and impartiality. He pub- 
lished a proclamation, in which he said : — 

" Penetrated with that which is set forth in our Lord's 
Prayer, * forgive us our transgressions, as we forgive 
those who transgress against us,' I have granted a gen- 
eral amnesty. Fellow-citizens, not less generous than 
myself, endeavor to have the past forgotten. Receive 
misled brethren with open arms, and let them in the 
future be on their guard against the snares of bad men. 
Civil and military authorities, my task is accomplished. 
It now belongs to you to take care that harmony is no 
more disturbed. Allow no one to reproach those who 
went astray, but have now returned to their duty. But, 
notwithstanding my proclamation of amnesty, watch bad 
men closely, and do not spare them if they excite disturb- 
ance. A sense of honor should guide you all. A true, 
confiding peace is necessary to the prosperity of the coun- 
try. It must be your work to establish such a peace. 
Take no rest until you have accomplished it." 

The people refused to accept the resignation of their 
" friend and b ene factor,*^ as they styled him. He replied: 
" If I u ndertake the administration of civil affairs, I niust 
have a solid rock to stand on ; and that rock must be a 
constitutional government*" Feeling the necessity of 
laws and regulations suited to the altered state of the 
country, he called a meetinfi^ of deputies from all the 
district^^tO draft a constitution. . Of these nine depiities 
ei ght were white and one a mulatt o. Th^y .were Jse- 
lected for their learning and ability. Very likely Tous- 
saint's haRtual caution led him to choose men from the 
two classes that had been hostile to him, that there might 

3* 
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be no pretext for sayiDg he used his popalaritj with the 
blacks to carry any measure he wished. 

Among other things, this constitution provided that 
Slavery should never more exist in St .Pomingo ; that 
all who were.bom there were free citizens of tiie French 
republic It also provided that offices were to be dis- 
tributed accordin|r tg virtue, and ability, without regard 
to color. .The island waa.to be ruled by one governor^ 
appointed for five yeaca^ with a proviso that the term 
might be prolongg^d as iL reward for good conduct. But 
**in consideration of the important services rendered to 
the country by General_Toussaint FOuverture,** he was 
named governor for life, with power to appoint his Tuc- 
cessor. This was early in the summer of 1800. The 
constitution, approved by Toussaint* and published, was 
accepted by the people with solemn formalities and 
demonstrations of joy. This new colonial government 
was to go into operation provisionally, until it should 
receive the sanction of the authorities in France. 

Greneral Napoleon Bonaparte was then at the head of 
the French, government, under the title of First G)nsul. 
Grovemor Toussaint wrote to him, that, in the absence of 
laws, aflter the revolution in St Domingo, it had been 
deemed best to draft a constitution. He added : ^ I 
hasten to lay it before you for your approbation, aiid 
for the sanction of the government which I serve. AH 
classes of citizens here have welcomed it with joy, which 
will be renewed when it is sent back with the sanction 
of the French government" 

Some writers have accused Toussaint of personal ambi- 
tion because he consented to be governor for life. He 
himself said it was because circumstances had given him 
influence, which he could exert to unite a divided people; 
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and that he deemed changes of administration might be 
injurious until the new order of things had become more 
settled. 

He assumed all the outward style that had been con- 
sidered bentting the rank of governor and commander- 
in-chief. He had an.elfigantcaniage and^ Aumber of 
handsome horses. When he rode out, he was followed 
by attendants in brilliant military dress, and he himself 
wore a rich uniform. On stated days, he gave reception- 
parties, t6""v?Mch magistrates, military officers, distin- 
guished strangers, and influential citizens were invited. 
There was a good deal of splendor in the dresses on 
such occasions ; but he always appeared in the simple 
undress uniform of a general officer. At these parties^ 
whites, blacks, and mulattoes mingled together with mu- 
tual politeness, and it is said that the style of manners 
was easy and elegant. AU rose when the Governor 
entered, and none seated themselves until he was seated. 
This was a strange experience for a black man, who was 
formerly a slave ; and it had been brought about, under 
the blessing of GUxl, solely by the strength and excellence 
of his own character.. All prejudices gave way before 
his uncommon intelligence, well-tried virtues, and cour- 
teous dignity of manner. 

Every evening he gave free audienceJ»_iJLtte.P©<33^ 
who chose to call. His dress was such as the landed pro- 
prietors' usually wore. However weary he might be, he 
made the circuit of the rooms, and said something to each 
one on the subjects most likely to interest them. He 
talked wit h mothers about the ir children, and urged upon 
them the great importance df giving themreligious in- 
struction. Not unfrequently he examined the children 
in their catechisms, arfd gave a few words of fatherly 
advice to the young folks. 
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He has been accused of vanity for assuming so much 
pomp in his equipage and gentility in his dress. Doubt- 
less he had some vanity. No human being is free from 
it. But I believe very few men, of any color, could 
have passed through such extraordinary changes as he 
did, and preserved their balance so well. In the style 
he assumed he was probably somewhat influenced by mo- 
tives of policy. He was obliged to receive many distin- 
guished French gentlemen, and he knew they attached 
great importance to dress and equipage. The blacks also 
were fond of .splendof,vand it gratified . them tpsee-their 
great chieftain ^pear in princ ely stjle. The free mu- 
lattoes, who despised his mean birth, would have spared 
no ridicule if he had been neglectful of outward appear- 
ances ; and in his peculiar situation it was important to 
command respect in every way. His person also needed 
every borrowed advantage that it could obtain. His fig- 
ure was short and slim, and his features were homely, 
though his bright, penetrating eyes gave his face an 
expression of animation and intelligence. With these 
disadvantages, and a deficiency of education, betrayed 
by imperfect grammar, it is wonderful how he swayed 
assemblies of men whenever_he__ addressed them. The 
secret lay in his great earnestness. Whatever he said, 
he said It with his whole soul, and thereforeTt~took pos- 
session of the souls of others. 

Though he paid so much attention to external show 
in public, higf own personal habits were extremely simple 
and frugal. There was a large public house at the Cape, 
called The Hotel of the Republic, frequented by whites 
and blacks, officers and privates. Toussaint TOuverture 
often took a seat at the table in any chair that happened 
to be vacant. If any one rose to offer him a higher seat, 
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he would bow courteously, and reply, " Distinctions are 
to be observed only on public occasions." His food 
consisted of vegetable preparations, and he drank water 
only. He had a wonderful capacity of doing without 
sleep. During the years that so many public cares de- 
volved upon him, it is said he rarely slept more than two 
hours out of the twenty-four. He thought more than he 
spoke, and what he said was uttered in few words. Sur- 
rounded as he was by inquisitive and treacherous people, 
this habit of reserve was of great use to him. Enemies 
accused him of being deceitful. The charge was probably 
grounded on the fact that he knew how to keep his own 
secrets ; for there are many proofs that he was in real- 
ity honest and sincere. It is singular how he escaped 
the contagion of impurity which always pollutes society 
where Slavery exists. But his respect and affection for 
his wife was very constant, and he was always clean in 
his manners and his language. A colored lady appeared 
at one of his reception-parties dressed very low at the 
neck, according to the prevailing Parisian fashion. When 
he had greeted her, he placed a handkerchief on her 
shoulders, and said in a low voice, '^ Modesty is the 
greatest ornament of woman." 

His abilitjT and energy as a statesman were ev en, 
remarkabl e than his courage and skill as a military lead er,, 
He^fas^etting old^ aiid.Jie-wa& c o v e re d with the scars of 
wounds rec eived in many bat tles i but he travelled about 
with ' wonderful rapidity, inspecting everything with his 
own eyes, and personally examining into the conduct 
of magistrates and officers. Often, after riding some 
distance in a carriage, he would mount a swift horse 
and ride off in another direction, while the coach went 
on. In this way, he would make his appearance sud- 
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denly at places where he was not expected, and ascertain 
how things went on in his ahsence. It was a common 
practice with him to traverse from one hundred to one 
hundred and fifty miles a day. After giving his even- 
ing audience to the people, he sat up late into the night 
answering letters, of which he received not less than a 
hundred daily. He dictated to five secretaries at once, 
so long that he tired them all ; and he examined every 
letter when finished, that he might be sure his dictation 
had not been misunderstood. 

The eastern part of the island had been ceded to the 
Fre nchTby~treaty^u i had never been given up by the 
Spanish, who still held slaves there. Complaints were 
brought to Greneral Toussaint that the Spaniards Idd- 
napped both blacks and muLoLttoes from the western 
part of the island, where all were free, and carried 
them off to^sell them to slave-traders. Reso lved to 
destroy Slavery, root and branch, throughout the^island, 
in January, 1801, he marched into the Spanish territory 
at the head of ten thousand soldiers. The Spanish blacks 
were desirous to come under French dominion, in order 
to secure their freedom, and the white g^offer ed but slight 
resistance. Having taken possession of the territory in 
the name of the French republic, he issued a proclama- 
tion, in which he declared that all past offences should 
be forgotten, and that the welfare and happiness of Span- 
iards and Frenchmen should be equally protected. He 
then assembled his troops in the churches and caused 
prayers of thanksgiving to be offered for the success of 
their enterprise, almost without bloodshed. Most .Qf_the 
wealthy Spanish slaveholders made arrangements to de- 
part to Cuba and other neighboring islands. But the 
main body of. the people received General Toussaint 
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with the greatest distinction. As he passed through the 
principal towns, he was everywhere greeted with thunder 
of artillery, ringing of bells, and loud acclamations of the 

populace. ~ " 

tJn der his wi se M id_watchful administration all classes, 
were protected, and all parts of the ipQuntrybecame pr^ 
perous. The desolations occasioned by so .many yeaia^ 
" waHare'were rapidly repaired. Churches were rebuilt, 
schools established} waste lands brought under cultiva- 
tion, and distances shortened by new and excellent roads. 
The French commissioner Roume was struck with admi- 
ration of bis plans, and pronounced him to be '^ a philoso- 
pher, a legislator, a general, and a good citizen.'' The 
Frenchman, Lavoque, who was well acquainted with hinl 
and the condition of the people, said to Bonaparte, ^Sire, 
let things remain as they are in St. Domingo. It is the 
happiest spot in your dominions.*' The historian LacroiZy 
though prejudiced against blacks, wrote, *' That the island 
was preserved to the French government was solely ow- 
ing to an old negro, who seemed to bear a commission 
from Heaven." Strangers who visited St Domingo ex- 
pressed their surprise £6 see' cities rising from their ashes, 
fields waving ^Wtth harvests, and the harbors filled with 
ships. Planters, who bad fled with their families to vari- 
ous parts of the world heard such good accounts of the 
activity of business, and the security of property, that 
many of them to 'far overcame their . repugnance to be 
governed by a negro as to ask permission to return. 
This was easily obtained, and they were received by the 
Governor without anything on his part which they might 
deem offensive familiarity, but with a dignified courtesy 
which prevented familiarity, or airs of condescension, on 
their side. He had an nually s ent some token of remem- 



64 THE FBEEDMEN'S BOOK. 

brance to M. Bayo u de Libeiias, then .residing. in the 
I^ ted States. He n ow wrot e to jnvite him to return 
to lSt. JDoffli agQ. The invitation was gladly accepted. 
When he arrived, he was received with marked kind- 
ness, but with dignified reserve. Governor Toussaint 
evidently did not wish bystanders to be reminded of the 
former relation that existed between them as overseer 
and slave. "Return to the plantation," said he, "and 
take care of the interests of the good old master. See 
that the blacks do their duty. Be firm, but just. You 
will thus advance your own prosperity, and at the same 
time increase the prosperity of the colony." 

This return of the old slaveholders excited some un- 



. easiness among the black laborers. But Toussaint, who 
often spoke to them in simple parables, sprinkled a few 
grains of rice into a vessel of shot, and shook it " See," 
said he, " how few grains of white there are among the 
J)lack." 

At that time General Napoleon Bonaparte had become 
very famous by his victories, and had recently been made 
ruler of France. There were many points of resemblance 
between his career and that of the hero of St. Domingo ; 
and it was a common thing for people to say, " Napoleo n 
is the. First of the Whites, and Toussaint TOuverture 
is the First of the Blacks.", If General ToussainTTad 
known the real character of Napoleon, he would not have 
felt flattered by being compared with ^uch a selfish, ty- 
rannical, and treacherous man. But, like the rest of the 
world, he was dazzled by his brilliant reputation, and felt 
that it was a great honor to him to be called the " The 
Black Napoleon." The vainest thing that is recorded 
of him is that on one of his ofiicial letters to Bonaparte 
he wrote, " To the First of the Whites, from the First 
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<^ the Blacks." It was a departnre from his usnal habits 
dt Agnity, and was also poor policy ; for Bonaparte had 
been rendered vain by his great success, and he was un- 
der the inflaence of aristocratic planters from St. Do- 
mingo, who woold have r^arded it as a great insult to 
couple their names with a negro. General Toussaint 
soon had reason to suspect he had been mistaken in the 
character of the fiunoos man, whom he had so much ad- 
mired. He wrote sereral deferential letters to Bonaparte, 
on official hamem ; but the First Consul never conde- 
scended to make aasj Rfly* It was sgoo rumored abroad 
that proprietoni <£ ^M ^^ffin^ m Sc OomiDgp^ residii^^ in 
France, were wrpn^ Ijuw tv tm«A mt annj to Sl Domingo 
to fe dnoe JfceT KSb'lii^ifcb iv fHh^etj. Qorcmor Togs- 
saini epJ Hnot bSSev^ ^SM tSU Fimtk^ government would 
be perswideir^Tmifc ^ »fJkmn promises it had made 
to the vAfmj. B ot wlUw \m neni General Vincent _tp 
Paris to ihUan lifmmaU^n MtfMtioq Vo ^ new mr«^^"- 
tion, the widkM sdkm^ was ftnuA to be making rajgd 
pn^reMp In'V^ Ceomif Tineent remonstrated against 
it as a measore erael and dsMfs/nwaB. In vain he repre- 
sented flie eooteot(4, happy, and prosperous state of the 
iBhaaiL In vain did many wise and good men in Paris 
urge tlial nKdi a step would be unjust in itself and very 
disgraeefal to France. The First Consul turned a deaf 
ear to all but the haughty old planters from St Domingo. 
The Le gislatiTe Assembly in France, though still talk- 
ing kNKily about liberty and the rights of man, were_not 
ashamed fo propose ihenr^^ration of Slavery and the 
slavS^nSS?' m f1l6 colonies ; and the wicked measui^ was 
earned by a vote of two hundred and twelve against 
sixty^ve. In May, 1801, Bonaparte issued a decree^ to 
that eflect. But he afterwards considered it prudent to 



66 THE FB£EDM£K*S BOOK. 

announce that the islands of St. Domingo and Guada- 
Ipupe were to be excepted. 

When this news reached St. Domingo, the people were 
excited and alarmed. They asked each other anxiously, 
" How long shall we be excepted ? " ©n that point no 
assurances were given, and all suspected that the French 
government was dealing with them hypocritically and 
treacherously. Th^fj^nl of T^iiflflajnt was on fire. If 
the names of the men who voted for the restoration of 
Slavery were mentioned in his presence, his eyes flashed 
and his whole frame shook with indignation. He pub- 
lished a proclamation, in which he counselled obedience to 
the mother country, unless circumstances should make it 

'evident that resistance was unavoidable. In private, he 
said to his friends : ^ I took up arms for the freedom of 
my color. France proclaimed it, and she has no right 
to nullify it Our liberty is no longer in her hands ; it 
is in our own. We will defend it, or perish." 

General Toussaint had sent his two eldest sons to Paris 
to be educated. As a part of the plan of deception, Gen- 
eral Bonaparte invited the young men to visit him. He 
spoke of their father as a great man, who had rendered 

■ very important services to France. He told them he 
was going to send his brother-in-law. General Le Clerc, 
with troops to St. Domingo ; but he assured them it was 
not for any hostile purpose ; it was merely to add to the 
defence of the island. He wished them to go with Gren- 
eral Le Clerc and tell their father that he intended him 
all protection, glory, and honor. The next day Bona- 
parte's Minister of Marine invited the young men to a 
sumptuous dinner, and at parting presented each with 
a splendid military uniform. The inexperienced youths 
were completely dazzled and deceived. 
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f 
r In Januarj, 1802, Greneral Le Clerc sailed with sixty 

; ships and thirty thousand of Bonaparte's experienced 

. troops. When Gk)yemor Toossaint received tidings that 

' a French fleet was in sight, he galloped to the coast they 
were approaching, to take a view of them. He was dis- 
mayed, and for a moment discouraged. Ho exclaimed, 
^All France has come to enslave St Domingo. We 

'mnst perish." He had no vessels, and not more than 
sixteen thousand men under arms. But his native energy 
soon returned. The people manifested a determination 
to die rather than be enslaved agtun. He resolved to 
attempiTno attack on the French, but to act wholly on 
the, defensive. Le Clerc's army attacked Fort Liberty, 
killed half the garrison, and forced a landing on the isl- 
and. Toossaint entrenched himself in a position where 
he oould harass the invaders ; and the peaceful, prosper- 
ous is&md again smoked with fire and blood. Le Clerc, 
still aiming to accomplish Bonaparte's designs by hypoc- 
risy, scattered proclamations among the blacks of St. Do- 
m ingo^ TftpTi>ffi^nt.ing that TToussaint kept them in a kind 
of Slaverj;j2P-tba~ plantations, but that the French had 
oome to set them wholly free. This did not excite the 
rebellion which he intended to provoke, but it sowed the 
seeds of doubt and discontent in the minds of some. At 

^fhe same time that he was playing this treacherous game, 
he sent Tonssaint's two sons to their father, accompanied 
by their French tutor, to deliver a letter from the First 

^Consul, which ought to have been sent three months be- 

[bre. The letter was very complimentary to General 

'oussaint ; but it objected to the constitution that had 

m formed, and spoke in a very general way about the 

liberty which France granted to all nations under her 

(obntroL It counselled submission to General Le Clerc, 
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and threatened punishment for disobedience. The tone 
of the letter, though apparently peaceful and friendly, 
excited distrust in the mind of General Toussaint, which 
was increased by the fact that the letter had been so long 
kept from him. Knowing the strength of his domestic 
affections, orders ha d been g iven that if he surrendered, 
his 8on8_8hoidd remain with^Km^iit if he refused they 
were to return to the French carngMjiostages. Though 
his heart yearned toward his children, from whom he had 
been so long separated, he said to their tutor: "Three 
months after date you bring me a letter which promises 
peace, while the action of Greneral Le Clerc is war. I 
had established. order and justice here; now all is confu- 
sion and misery. Take back my sons. I cannot receive 
themasjhe price o'H^^^^^nS^r: TeU Gener^ Xe 
Cierc hostilities will cease on our^art when he stops the 
progress of his invading army." His sons told him how 
kindly they had been treated by Bonaparte, and what 
promises he had made concerning St Domingo, — prom- 
ises which had been repeated in the proclamation brought 
by General Le Clerc Toussaint had had too severe an 
experience to be easily deceived by fair words. He re- 
plied : " My sons, you are no longer children. You are 
old enough to decide for yourselves. If you wish to be 
on the side of France, you are free to do so. Stay with 
me, or return to General Le Clerc, whichever you choose. 
Either way, I shall love you always.*' Isaac, hisuijldest 
son, had been so deceived by flattery and promises, that 
he declared his wish to return to the French camp, feel- 
ing very sure that his father would be convinced that 
Bonaparte was their best friend. But Placide, his step- 
son, said : " My father, I will remain with you. I dread 
the restoration of Slavery, and I am fearful about the 
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future of St Domingo." Who can tell what a pang went 
through the father's heart when he embraced Isaac and 
bade him farewell ? 

General Le Clerc was very angry when he found that 
his overtures were distrusted. He swore that he would 
seize Toussaint before he took his boots off. He forth- 
¥dt h issued a proclamation declaring him to be an outlaw. 
When Greneral Toussaint read it to his soldiers, they cried 
out with one accord, " We will die with you." He said 
to his officers : ^ When the rainy season comes, sickness 
will rid us of our enemies. Till then there is nothing 
before us but flame and slaughter." Orders were given 
to fire the towns as the French army approached, and to 
deal destruction upon them in every way. He gathered 
his army together at the entrance of the mountains, and, 
aided by his brave generals Christophe and Dessalincs, 
kept up active skirmishing with the enemy. Horrible 
things were done on both sides. The Bay of Mancenille 
was red Witt the blood of negro prisoners slaugfitgred 
by 'the French. ** "The Hack?, infuriated by revenge and 
drea dj)? Sl avery, killed white men, womeo, and cliildren 
¥dthput mercy. General Dessalines was of a savage 
temper, and incited his troops to the most ferocious 
deeds. . 

But the natural kindliness of the negro character was 
manifested on many occasions, even in the midst of this 
horrible excitement. In many cases they guided their 
old masters to hiding-places in the mountains or forests, 
and secretly conveyed them food. 

Toussaint, with only a plank to sleep on and a cloak 
to cover him, was constantly occupied with planning at- 
tacks and ambuscades, and preaching on Sundays, exhort- 
ing the people, with fiery eloquence, to remember that 



70 THE FBEEDMEN'S BOOK. 

the cause of Liberty was the cause of Gk)d. General 
Le Clerc, merapwhile, wasLdiisappointed to find so many 
difficulties in the way of his wicked project. His troops 
wilted under the increasing heat of the climate, and began 
to murmur. He issued proclamations, promising, in the 
most solemn manner, that the freedom of all classes in 
St. Doiningo should be respected. These assurances in- 
duced several black regiments to go over to the Frenclu 
Toussainfs brother JPauL and two of his ablest generals. 
Bellair and Maurepas, did . the same. Still the Com* 
mander-in-Chief, aided by Christophe and De&i3alineS) 
kept up a stout resistance. But news came that fresh 
trOogs were comii ig from France, a gd^Chnstophe and 
Dessalines had an interview with Ge neral Le Clerc, in 
which, by fair promises, he succeeded in gaining them 
over to the French side. A messenger was then sent to 
ask for a conference^ with _Generar Tpu^ Solemn 

assurances were repeated that the freedom of the blsu^ks 
should be protected ; and a proposition was made that he 
should be colleague with Greneral Le Clerc in the govern- 
ment of the island, and that his officers should retain 
their rank in the army. With reinforcements c^ing 
from France, and with his best generals gained_ over, 
Toussaint had no longer hopes of defeating the Jnyad- 
erSj^_though he might send out skirmishers^ to annoy 
them. He had too little faith in the promises of Gen- 
eral Le Clerc to consent to take an oath of office under 
him. He therefore repL'ed: "I might remain a brigand 
in the mountains, and harass you with perpetual warfare, 
so far as your power to prevent it is concerned. But I 
disdain fighting for mere bloodshed; and, in obedience 
to the orders of the First Consul, I yield to you. ~ For 
myself, I wish to live in retirement ; but I accept your 
favorable terms £ar the people and the army." 
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With four hundr^ armed horsemen he set out for the 
Cape, to hold the proposed conference with General Le 
Clerc On the way, the people, thinking peace was se- 
cured without«the sacrifice of their freedom, hailed him 
aa their benefactor. Girls strewed flowers in his path, 
and mothers held up their children to bless him. Gren- 
eral Le Clerc received him with a salute of artillery, 
and JDoade a speech in which he highly complimented 
his bravery, magnanimity, and good faith, and expressed 
a hope that, though he chose to live in retirement, he 
would continue to assist the government of the island 
by his wise counsels. In the presence of the troops on 
both sides, he took an oath on the cross to protect the 
freedom of St Domingo. With the same solemn formali- 
tiesi General Toussaint promised that the treaty of peace 
should be faithfully observed. 

The next day, he explained fully to his officers and 
soldiers what were the terms of the treaty, and im- 
pressed upon their minds that such a promise could not 
be violated without committing the sin of perjury. He 
thanked them all for the courage and devotedness they had 
shown under his command, embraced his officers, and bade 
them an affectionate farewell. They shed tears, and ex- 
pressed the greatest reluctance to part with him ; but he 
told Qiem that such a course would best conduce to publio 
tranquiUity. The soldiers were inconsolable. They fol- 
lowed him, calling out in the saddest tones, '* Have you 
deserted us?" He replied: "No, my children. Do not 
be uneasy. Your officers are all under arms, and at their 
posts." 

Twelve years had passed since he was working on the 
Breda estate, and seeing houses and cane-fields on fire in 
every direction, had said to his wife, " The slaves have 
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risen." Since that time, his life had been one scene of 
excitement, danger, ceaseless exertion, and overwhelming 
responsibility. He had been commander-in-chief of the 
armies of St. Domingo during five years, and governor 
of the island about one year. Now, with a heart full 
of anxietyjtor ln54L^^ hopes of domes- 

tic happiness, he retired, far from the scene of his official 
splendor, Jo^ElUiery, a beautiful valley among the moun- 
tains. Surrounded by his family, he busied himiseif with 
clearing up the land and cultivating oranges, bananas, 
and coffee. The people round about often came to him 
for advice, and TleT freely assisted his neighbors in making 
repairs and improvements. Strangers often visited him, 
and when he rode abroad he was greeted with every 
demonstration of respect. 

General Le Clerc, meanwhile, was atta cked by a ne w 
and terrible enemy. His troops, unusQd-Xa~ thft, climate, 
were cut down by yellow fever, as a mower cuts grass. 
In this situation, had Toussaint excited the blacks against 
them, they might have been exterminated ; but he had 
sworn to observe the treaty, and he was never known 
to break his word. The kindjhearted negroes, in man y 

T ■""*■"* "'^ " ' ' '■ I ■■ m il « ■ 

cases, took pity on^the^sufi^rmg^ French soldiers ; they 
carried them many little comforts^ and even too k them 
into their houses, and nursed them tenderly. 

Meanwhile, General Le Clerc's difficulties increased. 
His troops were dying fast imder the _mfluence-of the 
hot season ; provisions were^ get ting s carce ; he wanted 
to disband the negro troops that had joined him, but they 
were wide awake and suspicious on the subject of Slavery, 
and he dared not propose to disarm them. He was so 
treacherous^imself that he could not believe in the sin- 
cerity of others. He was always suspecting that Tons- 
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Baint would again take command of the blacks and attack 
the remnant oi nis army wBiIe it was enfeebled by dis- 
ease, 'l^naparte also felt that the popularity of Tous- 
Baint stood much in the way of his accomplishing the 
design of r estoring Slavery. It was desirable to get him 
out of the way upon some pretext. The French ofRcers 
made him ^e object of a series of petty insults, and 
wantonly destroyed the fruit on his grounds. By these 
means they hoped to provoke him to excite an insurrec- 
tion, that they might have an excuse for arre.^ting him. 
His friends warned him that these continual insults and 
deprei^ations foreboded mischief, and that he ought not 
to submit to them. lie replied, '' It is a sacred duty to 
expose life when the freedom of one's country is in peril ; 
but to rouse the people to save one's own life is inglorious." 
Vpfling privftt^ rftmon«tran(>fia of no use, he reported 
to the Fr ench head-quarters that he and his neighbors 
were much annoyed by the conduct of the French troops, 
and that the people in the valley were made very uneasy 
by their rude manners and their depredations on property. 
He received a very polite answer from General Brunet, 
invitmg him to c^ihe to his* house to confer with him on 
that iai oilier matters connected with the public tran- 
quillity. The letter closed with these words : " You will 
not find all the pleasures I would wish to welcome you 
with, but you will find the frankness of an honorable 
man, who desires nothing but the happiness of the colony, 
and your own happiness. If Madame Toussaint, with 
whom it would give me the greatest pleasure to become 
acquainted, could accompany you, I should be gratified. 
If she has occasion for horses, I will send her mine. 
Never, General, will you find a more sincere friend than 
myself." 
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Touss aint, who was sincere ly desirous to preserve the 
puhlio peace^ and j^rho was too honest to suspect treach- 
e ry under such a fr iendly form, went to General Brunet's 
head-quartfira>.g,il?^. & few attendants, on the 10th of June, 
1802. He was received with the greatest respect and 
cordiality. His host consulted with him concerning the 
interests of the colony; and they examined maps together 
till toward evening, when General Brunet left the room. 

A n officer with ^'^rAntj grmfd mfn feiiliex§dji.jajiDg : 

" The Captain- General has pxdered me to arrest you. 
Your attendants are overpowered. If you resist, you 
a re a dead maa^ ^* Toussaint's first impulse was to de- 
fend himself; hut seeing it would he useless against such 
numhers, he resigned himself to his hard fate, saying, 
** Heaven will avenge my cause." 

His papers were 6eizedjJ|u8_hpuse rifled and hnmed, 
his wife and Qbildren captured^ and at midnight they 
were .all carried on ho^d the French ship Hero, with- 
out heing allowed to take even a change of clothing. 
His wrists were chained, he was locked in a cahin 
guarded by soldiers with fixed bayonets, and not per- 
mitted to hold any communication with his family. As 
the vessel sailed awa y from S t>. JDoBlilogQa^ ..Tfluagaiut, 

gazing on the outline of its mountains for the last time, 

*^ ^ .- - ^. -.-.»»■' - . ,. » — ■ ■•• '*■ ""* 

said, " They have cut down the tree of Libejty ; but the 
roots are many and deep^, and, it -wiU sprout .agaio." ^ 
Toussaint TOuverture was even then incapable of im- 
agining the base designs against him. He supposed that 
he had been accused of something, and m^a to be^arned 
to France for trial. Conscious of uniform fidelity to the 
French government, he felt no uneasiness as to the re- 
suit, though the treachery and violence with which he 
had been treated in return for his great services made 
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him very Bad. Arrived on the shores of France, he was 
removed to another vessel, and allowed only a few mo- 
ments to say farewell to his wife and children. They 
embraced him with tears, and begged him to remember 
them, who had always loved him so dearly. 

F rom t he vessel, instead of being carried to Paris for 
t rial, as he expected, he was hurried into a carriage, and, 
followed by a strong guard, was carried to the dismal 
C astle of Jonx, near the borders of Switzerland. Thaf 
ancient castle stands among the mountains of Jura, on 
the summit of a solid rock five hundred feet high. He 
was placed in a deep, dark dungeon, from the walls 9f 
whiph the water dripped continually. This was in Au- 
gust, 1802. But though it was summer elsewhere, it 
w as dam p and cold in Toussaint's dreary cell. The 
keeper was allowed about four shillings a day to pro- 
vide food for him; and one faithful servant, who had 
aoGompanied the family from St Domingo, was allowed 
to remiun with him. 

HiB spirits were kept up for some time with the daily 
expectation of being summoned to attend his trial. But 
time passed on, and he could obtain no tidings from the 
French government, or from his family. In a letter 
to General Bonaparte, beseeching him to let him know 
of what he was accused,* and to grant him a trial, he 
wrote; — 

" I have served my country with honor, fidelity, and 
integrity. All who know me will do me the justice to 
acknowledge this. At the time of the revolution, I spent 
all I had in the service of my country. I purchased but 
one small estate, on which to establish my wife and family. 
I neglected nothing for the welfare of St. Domingo. I 
made it my duty and pleasure to develop all the resources 
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of that beautiful colony. Since I entered the service of 
the republic I have not claimed a penny of my salary. 
I have taken money from the treasury only for public 
use. If I was wrong in forming a constitution, it was 
through my great desire to do good, and thinking it 
would please the government under which I served. I 
have had the misfortune to incur your displeasure ; but 
I am strong in the consciousness of integrity and fidelity ; 
and I dare affirm that among all the servants of the state 
no one is more honest than myself." 

This letter is still in existence, and some of the words 
are blotted out by tears that fell while the noble captive 
was writing it. Bonaparte paid no attention to this manly 
appeal. After weary waiting, Toussaint wrote again : — 

^ First Consul, it is a misfortune to me that I am not 
known to you. If you had thoroughly known me while 
I was in St. Domingo, you would have done me more 
justice. I am not learned ; I am ignorant : but my heart 
is good. My father showed me the road to virtue and 
honor, and I am very strong in my conscience in that 
matter. If I had not been so devoted to the French 
government I should not be here. All my life t have 
been in active service, and now I am a miserable prisoner, 
without power to do anything, sunk in grief, and with 
health impaired. I ask you for my freedom, that I may 
labor for the support of my family. For my venerable 
father, now a hundred and ^ve years old, who is blind, 
and needs my assistance ; for my dearly loved wife, who, 
separated from me, cannot, I fear, endure the afflic- 
tions that overwhelm her ; and for my cherished family, 
who have made the happiness of my life. I call on 
your greatness. Let your heart be softened by my mis- 
fortunes." 
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T his tonchinf appea l met with the same fate aa^t he 
first Bonaparte even had the meanness to forbid the 
pnsoDor's wearing an officer's nniform. When he asked 
for a change of clothing, the cast-off suit of a soldier and 
a pair of did boots were sent him. There seemed to be 
a deliberate system of heaping contempt upon him. The 
da ily sum al lowed for his food was diminished, and the 
cold winds of autumn began to howl round his dungeon. 
They doubtless thought that so old a man, accustomed to 
tropical warmth, and the devotion of a loving family, 
would die under the combined influence of solitude, cold, 
and scanty food. . But his iron constitution withstood the 
aevere test The next step was to deprive him of his 
fid ^M s ervant .Mara Plaiair. Seeing him weep bitterly, 
Totusaint said to him : '^ Would I could console thee under 
this cruel separation. Be assured I shall never forget 
thy faithful services. Garry my last farewell to my wife 
and fiunily." 

The farewell never reached them. Mars Plaisir wfl[g^ 
lod ged i n another prison, lest he should tell of the slow 
murder that was going on in the Castle of Joux. Tous- 
sainfs supply of food was gradually diminished, till he 
had barely enough to keep him alive, — merely a little 
meal daOy, which he had to prepare for himself in an 
earthen jog. The walls sparkled with frost, and the 
fioor was slippery with ice, except immediately around 
hiB little fire. Thus he passed through a most miserable 
winter. He was thin as a skeleton ; but still he did not 
die. As a last resort, the governor of the castle went 
away and took the keys of the dungeon with him. He 
was gone three days ; and when he returned, Toussaint 
was lying stiff and cold on his heap of straw. Doctors 
were called in to examine him, and they certified that he 
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died of apoplexy. Thi s was in April, 1803, after he 
h ad been more than eight months in that horrid dnngeon, 
and when he was ajittle more than sixty years old. The 
body was buried in the chapel under the castle. It was 
given out to the world that the deceased prisoner was 
a revolted slave, who had been guilty of every species 
of robbery and cruelty; and that he had been thrown info 
prison for plotting to deliver the island of St. Domingo 
into the hands of the English. 

When the family of Toussaint? TOuverture were in- 
formed of his death, they were overwhelmed with grief, 
though they had no idea of the horrid circumstances con- 
nected with it. T h^ two o ldest sons triecLto esca^pe from 
France, but were seized and imprisoned. The French 
government feared the consequences of their returning 
to St. Domingo. The youngest son soon afler.died of 
consumption. Madame Toussaint sank under the weight 
of her great afflictions. Her health became very feeble, 
and at times her mind wandered. When the power of 
Bonaparte was overthrown, and a new government intro- 
duced^ into France, a pension was ^ram ted. for heiLaiipport, 
and her two .sons were rel^aigfid. Aom prison^ She .died 

in their arms in 1816. 

- - « 

There was great consternation in St Domingo when 
it was know n that Toussaint I'Ouverture had been kid- 
napped and carried off. There was an attempt at mutiny 
among^jthe black soldiers ; but the leaders were shot by 
the French, and the spirit of insurrection was put down 
for a time. No tidings could be obtained from Toussaint, 
and after a while he was generally believed to be dead. 
But his prediction was fulfilled. The tree of Liberty, 
that had been cut down, did sprout j^in. Bonaparte 
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sent new troops to St. Domingo to supply the place of 
tfio §e^ t off "by jenoW feveS "The Trench officers fre- 
quently subjected black soldiers to the lash, a punishment 
which had never been inflicted upon them since the days 
of Slavery. An active slave-trade was carried on with 
th e other F rench colonies, where Slavery had been re- 
st Qred^ and people w ere frequently smuggled away from 
St Domingo and sold. The mulattoes found out that 
people of their color were sold, as well as blacks. They 
had formerly acted against their mothers' race, not be- 
cause they were worse than other men, but because they 
b^d the same human nature that other men have. Being 
free bom, and many of them educated and wealthy, and 
slaveholders also, they despised the blacks, who had al- 
ways been slaves ; but when Slavery touched people of 
their^pwn color, they were ready to act with the negroes 
against the w hites. Toussaint's generals, though they 
still held their old rank in the army, grew more and 
more distrustful of the French. When General Chris- 
tophe accepted an invitation to dine with General Le 
Glerc, he' ordered his troops to be in readiness for a sud* 
den blow. The French officer who sat next him at table 
urged him to drink a great deal of wine ; but Christophe 
was on his guard, and kept his wits about him. At last 
he repulsed the offisr of wine with great rudeness, where- 
upon Le Clerc summoned his guard to be in readiness, 
and began to accuse Toussaint of treachery to the 
whites. " Treachery I " exclaimed the indignant Chris- 
tophe« ^ Have you not broken oaths and treaties, and 
violated the sacred rights of hospitality? Those whose 
blood flows for our liberty are rewarded with prison, 
banishment, death. Friends, soldiers, heroes of our 
mountains, are no longer aroimd me. Toussaint, the 



• 
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pride of our race, the terror of our enemies, whose genius 
led ^tifr from Slavery to Liberty, who adorned peace with 
lovely virtues, whose glory fills the world, was put in 
irons, like the vilest criminal ! " 

General Le Clero deemed it prudent to preserve out- 
ward composure, for General Christophe had informed 
him that troops were in readiness to protect him. But 
notwithstanding many ominous symptoms of discontent 
among the blacks and mulattoes, he blindly persevered 
in carrying out the cruel policy of Bonaparte. SWp- 
loads of slaves were brought into St. Domins^p and 
openly sold. Then came a decree authorizing: slave- 

<w«. . ^ ^ • Jr . -cv^*-- -— I iiii_i.t J, I, t,m^ — ■.■!■ n »» i ^« 

holders to resume their old authority over the blacks. 
Bitterly did Toussaint's officers regret having trusted 
to the promises of lEe"Fren<i authorities. The con- 
sciousness of having been deceived made the fire of 
freedom bum all the more fiercely in their souls. Tlie 
blacks were everywhere ready to die rather than be 
slaves ag^- I n November, 1803, Genend C hristop he 
published a document in which he sai^:- — 

" The ^independence oif St. Domingo is proclaimed. 
Toward men who do us justice we will act as brothers. 
But we have sworn not to listen with clemeqgy ^o any 
one who speaks to ua of Slaveigr. We will be inexora- 
ble, perhaps even cruel, iowajcd. those, .who come fr om 
Europe to bring among., us death and servitude. No 
sacrifice is too costly, and all means are lawful, when 
men find that freedom, the greatest of all blessings, is 
to be wrested from them." 

The closing scenes of the revolution were too horrible 
to be describfidt .. General Rochaipibeau^ who commanded 
the French _anny after the. death of GreneraiXe Clerc, 
was a tyrannical and ^^'uel tooL^of the slaveholders. 
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Every where co lor ed men were seized and executed 
without forms of law. Maurepas, who had been 4|ie 
ot 'l^oussaint's most distinguished generals, was seized on 
suspicion of &voring insurrection. His epaulets were 
nailed to his shoulders with spikes, he was suspended 
from the yard-arm of a vessel, while his wife and chil- 
dren, and four hundred of his black soldiers, were thrown 
over to the sharks before his eyes. The trees were hung 
with the corpses of negroes. Some were torn to pieces 
by bloodhounds trained for the purpose ; some were 
burnt alive. Sixteen of Toussaint's bravest generals 
were chained by the neck to the rocks of an uninhab- 
ited island, and left there to perish. Most of these vic- 
tims were firm in the midst of their tortures, and died 
with the precious word Freedom on their lips. A 
mother, whose daughters were going to be executed, 
said to them : '< Be thankful. You will not live to be 
the mothers of slaves." 

I am happy to record that .all the whites were not 
destitute of feeling. Some sea-captains, who were or- 
dered to take negroes out to sea and drown them, con- 
trived to aid their escape to the mountains, or landed 
them on other shores. 

The blacks, driven to desperation, became as cruel as 
their oppressors. They visited upon white men, women, 
and children all the barbarities they had seen and suf- 
fered. The wife of General Paul, brother of Toussaint, 
was dragged from her peaceful home, and drowned by 
French soldiers. This murder made him perfectly crazy 
with revenge. Though naturally of a mild disposition, 
he thenceforth had no mercy on anybody of white com- 
plexion. His old father, Gaou-Guinou, who survived 
Toussaint about a year, was filled with the same spirit, 

4* » 
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and the last words he uttered were a malediction on the 
whites. The spirit of the infernal regions raged through- 
out all classes, and it was all owing to the wickedness of 
Slavery. 

On the last day of Novemher, 1803, little more than 
a year atier the abduction of Toussaint, the Frencn were 
driveJTfrom the islanS, never more to return. The colony, 
whicVjnjghth^Yfi heen a source of wealtL JaUthenb. if 
Toussaint had heen allowed to carry out his plans, was 
lost to France forever. St Domingo became indepen- 
dent, under its old name of Hayti ; and Greneral Chris- 
tophe, who was as able as IToussaint, but more ambitious, 
was proclaimed emperor, A law was passed, and still re- 
mains in force, that no white man should own a foot of 
soil on the island. But white Americans and Europeans 
reside there, and transact various kinds of business under 
the protection of equal laws. 

Perhaps it sometimes seemed to Toussaint, in the 
loneliness of his dungeon, as if all his gre at sacrifice s 
and efforts for his oppressed race had been in vain. jB ut 
•they were not in vain. God raised him up to do a great 
work, which he faithfilUy performed ; and his spirit is still 
** marching on." Slavery becomes more and more odious 
in the civilized world, and nation after nation abolishes it. 
Fifty years afler the death of Toussaint all the slaves in 
the French colonies were emancipated. How his spirit 
must rejoice to look* on the West Indies now ! 

In 1850 the grave of Toussaint TOuverture was dis 
covered by some engineers at work on the Castle of 
Joux. His skull was placed on a shelf in the dungeon 
where he died, and is shown to travellers who visit the 
place. 

For a long while great injustice was done to the mem- 
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ory of To ussai nt l!OuYerturey and also to iiie^.blaek»-who 
fought so fiercely ia resistance of Slavery ; for the histo- 
ries of St. Domingo were written by prejudiced French 
writers, or by equally prejudiced mulattoes. But at last 
the truth is made known. Candid, well-informed persons 
now acknowledge that the blacks of St Domingo sinned 
cruelly because they were cruelly sinned against; and 
Toussaint TOuverture, seen in the light of his own ac- 
iio na, is acknowledged to be one of the greatest and best' 
]men the world has ever produced. A very distinguished 
English poet, named Wordsworth, has written an ad- 
mirable sonnet to his memory. The celebrated Harriet 
Martineau, of England, has made him the hero of a beau- 
tiful noveL Wendell Phillips, one of the most eloquent 
speakers in the United States, has eulogized his memory 
in a noble lecture, delivered in various parts of the coun- 
try, before thousands and thousands of hearers. And 
James Redpath has recently published in Boston a biog- 
raphy of Toussaint TOuverture, truthfully portraying the 
pure and great soul of that martyred hero. 

Well may the Freedmen of the United States take 
piide in Toussaint TQuverture, a^ the man who made an 
opening of freedom for their oppressed race, and by the 
greatness of his character and achievements proved the 
capabilities of Black Men. 



It 18 better to be a lean ^eman than a fat slave. — 
A Proverb iri Hayti. 
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THE ASPIRATIONS OF MINGO. 

A SLAVE in one of our Southern States, named 
Mingo, was endowed with uncommon abilities. K 
he had been a white man, his talents would have secured 
him an honorable position ; but being colored, his great 
intelligence only served to make him an object of suspi- 
cion. He was thrown into prison, to be sold. He wrote 
the following lines on the walls, which were afterward 
found and copied. A Southern gentleman sent them to 
a friend in Boston, as a curiosity, and they were published 
in the Boston Journal, many years ago. The night afler 
Mingo wrote them, he escaped from the slave-prison ; but 
he was tracked and caught by bloodhounds, who tore 
him in such a shocking manner that he died. By that 
dreadful process his great soul was released from his 
enslaved body. His wife lived to be an aged woman, 
and was said to have many of his poems in her posses- 
sion. Here are the lines he wrote in his agony while 
in prison : — 

** Grood God ! and mnst I leave them now, 
My wife, my children, in their woe ? 
'T is mockery to say I *m sold I 
But I forget these chains so cold, 
Which goad my bleeding limbs; though high 
My reason mounts above the sky. 
Dear wife, they cannot sell the rose 
Of love that in my bosom glows. 
Remember, as your tears may start, 
They cannot sell the immortal part. 
Thou Sun, which lightest bond and free, 
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Tell me, I fnraj, is liberty 
. The lot of those who noblest feel, 
And oftest to Jehovah kneel ? 
Then I may say, bat not with pride, 
I feel the mshings of the tide 
Of reason and of eloquence, 
Which strive and yearn for eminence. 
I feel high manhood on me now, 
A spirit-glory on my brow ; 
I feel a thrill of music roll, 
Like augel-harpings, through my soul; 
While poesy, with rustling wings. 
Upon my spirit rests and sings. 
He sweeps my hearths deep throbbing lyre. 
Who touched Isaiah's lips with fire.'* 

May Grod forgive his oppressors. 



BURY ME IN A FREE LAND. 

BT VRANCBS B. W. HABFBB. 

MAKE me a grave where'er you will. 
In a lowly plain or a loflby hill ; 
Make it among earth's humblest graves, 
But not in a land where men are slaves. 

I ask no monument proud and high, \ 

To arrest the gaze of the passers by ; 
All that my yearning spirit craves 
Is, Bury me not in a Land of Slaves. 
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PHILLIS WHEATLEY. 

BT L. UAXLL CHILD. 

PHILLIS WHEATLEY was born in Africa, and 
brought to Boston, Massachusetts, in the year 
1761, — a little more than a hundred years ago. At 
that time the people in Massachusetts held slaves. The 
wife of Mr. John Wheatley of Boston had several slaves ; 
but they were getting too old to be very active, and she 
wanted to purchase a young girl, whom she could train 
up in such a manner as to make her a good domestic. 
She went to the slave-market for that purpose, and there 
she saw a little girl with no other clothing than a piece 
of dirty, ragged carpeting tied round her. She looked 
as if her health was feeble, — probably owing to her suf- 
ferings in the slave-ship, and to the fact of her having 
no one to care for her afler.she landed. Mrs. Wheatley 
was a kind, religious wdman ; and though she considered 
the sickly look of the child an objection, there was some- 
thing so gentle and modest in the expression of her dark 
countenance, that her heart was drawn toward her, and 
she bought her in preference to several others who looked 
more robust. She took her home in her chaise, put her 
in a bath, and dressed her in clean clothes. They could 
not at first understand her ; for she spoke an African dia- 
lect, sprinkled with a few words of broken English ; and 
when she could not make herself understood, she resorted 
to a variety of gestures and signs. She did not know her 
own age, but, from her shedding her front teeth at that 
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time, she was supposed to be about seven years old. She 
could not tell how long it was since the slave-traders tore 
her from her parents, nor where she had been since that 
time. The poor little orphan had probablj gone through 
so much suffering and terror, and been so unable to make 
herself understood by anybody, that her mind had become 
bewildered concerning the pant She soon learned to 
speak English ; but she could remember nothing about 
Africa, except that she used to see her mother pour out 
water before the rising sun. Almost all' the ancient 
nations of the world supposed that a Great Spirit had 
his dwelling in the sun, and they worshipped that Spirit 
in various forms. One of the most common modes of 
worship was to pour out water, or wine, at the rising 
of the sun, and to utter a brief prayer to the Spirit of 
that glorious luminary. Probably this ancient custom' 
had been handed down, age after age, in Africa, and in 
that fashion the untaught mother of little Fhillis con- 
tinued to worship the god of her ancestors. The sight 
of the great splendid orb, coming she knew not whence, 
rising apparently out of the hills to make the whole world 
glorious with light, and the devout reverence with which 
her mother hailed its return every morning, might natu- 
rally impress the child's imagination so deeply, that she 
remembered it afler she had forgotten everything else 
about her native land. 

A wonderful change took place in the little forlorn 
stranger in the course of a year and a half. She not 
only learned to speak English correctly, but she was able 
to read fluently in any part of the Bible. She evidently 
possessed uncommon intelligence and a great desire for 
knowledge. She was often found trying to make letters 
with charcoal on the walls and fences. Mrs. Wheatley's 
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daughter, perceiving her eagerness to learn, undertook 
to teach her to read and write. She found this an easy 
task, for her pupil learned with astonishing quickness. 
At the same time she showed such an amiable, affection- 
ate disposition, that all members of the family became 
much attached to her. Her gratitude to her kind, moth- 
erly mistress was unbounded, and her greatest delight 
was to do anything to please her. 

When she was about fourteen years old, she began to 
write poetry ; and it was pretty good poetry, too. Owing 
to these uncommon manifestations of intelligence, and 
to the delicacy of her health, she was never put to hard 
household work, as was intended at the time of her pur- 
chase. She was kept constantly with Mrs. Wheatley 
and her daughter, employed in light and easy services 
for them. Her poetry attracted attention, and Mrs. 
Wheatley's friends lent her books, which she read with 
great eagerness. She soon acquired a good knowledge 
of geography, history, and English poetry ; of the last 
she was particularly fond. After a while, they found 
she was trying to learn Latin, which she so far mastered 
as to be able to read it understandingly. There was no 
law in Massachusetts against slaves learning to read and 
write, as there have been in many of the States ; and her 
mistress, so far from trying to hinder her, did everything 
to encourage her love of learning. She always called 
her affectionately, "My Phillis,'' and seemed to be as 
proud of her attainments as if she had been her own 
daughter. She even allowed her to have a fire and light 
in her own chamber in the evening, that she might study 
and write down her thoughts whenever they came to her. 

Phillis was of a very religious turn of mind, and when 
Bhe was about sixteen she joined the Orthodox Church, 
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that worshipped in the Old-South Meeting-house in BO0- 
ton. Her character and deportment were sach that she 
was considered an ornament to the church. Clergymen 
and other literary persons who visited at Mrs. Wheat- 
ley's to^L a good deal of notice of her. Her poems were 
brought forward to be read to the company, and were of- 
ten much praised. She was not unft^quently invited to 
the houses of wealthy and distinguished people, who liked 
to show her off as a kind of wonder. Most young girls 
would have had their heads completely turned by so 
miH^ flattery and attention ; but seriousness and humil- 
ity seemed to be natural to Phillis. She always retained 
the same gentle, modest deportment that had won Mrs. 
'Wheatley's heart when she first saw her in the slave- 
market Sometimes, when she went abroad, she was in- 
vited to sit at table with other guests ; but she always 
modestly declined, and requested that a plate might be 
placed for her on a side-table. Being well aware of the 
common prejudice against her complexion, she feared 
that some one might be offended by her company at 
their meals. By pursuing this course she manifested 
a natural politeness, which proved her to be more truly 
refined than any person could be who objected to sit 
beside her on account of her color. 

Although she was tenderly cared for, and not required 
to do any fatiguing work, her constitution never recov- 
ered from the shock it had received in early childhood. 
When she was about nineteen years old, her health &iled 
so rapidly that physicians said it was necessary for her 
to take a sea-voyage. A son of Mr. Wheatley's was go- 
ing to England on commercial business, and his mother 
proposed that Phillis should go with him. 

In England she received even more attention than had 
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been bestowed upon her at home. ' Several of the no- 
bility invited her to their houses; and her poems were 
published in a volume, with an engraved likeness of the 
author. In this picture she looks gentle and thoughtful, 
and the shape of her head demotes intellect One of the 
engravings was sent to Mrs. Wheatley, who was delighted 
with it. When one of her relatives called, she pointed it 
out to her, and said, '^ Look at my Phillis ! Does she' 
not seem as if she would speak to me?" 

Still the young poetess was not spoiled by flattery. 
One of the relatives of Mrs. Wheatley informs us, that 
''not all the attention she received, nor all the honors 
that were heaped upon her, had the slightest influence 
upon her temper and deportment. She was still the 
same single-hearted, unsophisticated being." 

She addressed a poem to the Earl of Dartmouth, who 
was very kind to her during her visit to England. Hav- 
ing expressed a hope for the overthrow of tyranny, she 
Bays: — 

" Shonld you, my Lord, while you peruse my song, 
Wonder from whence my Ioto of Freedom sprung, — 
Whence flow these wishes for the conmion good, 
By feeling hearts alone best understood, — 
I, young in life, by seeming cruel fkte, 
Was snatched from Afrio's fancied happy state. 
What pangs excruciating must molest, 
What sorrows labor in my parent's breast! 
Steeled was that soul, and by no misery moved, 
That from a father seized his babe beloved. 
Such was my case ; and can I then but pray 
Others may never feel tyrannic sway. " 

The English friends of Phillis wished to present her 
to their king, George the Third, who was soon expected 
in London. But letters from America informed her that 
her beloved benefactress, Mrs. Wheatley, was in dedin- 
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11^ health, and greatly desired to see her. No honors 
could divert her mind from the friend of her childhood. 
She retomed to Boston immediately. The good lady 
died soon after ; Mr. YHieatley soon followed ; and the 
daaghter, the kind instnictress of her youth, did not long 
snrviTe. The son married and settled in England. For 
a short time Phillis stayed with a friend of her deceased 
benefactress ; then she hired a room and lived by herself. 
It was a sad change for her. 

The war of the American Revolution broke out. In 
the antnmn of 1776 Greneral Washington had his head- 
quarters at Cambridge, Massachusetts; and the spirit 
moved Phillis to address some complimentary verses 
to him« In reply, he sent her the following courteous 
note: — 

" I thank you most sincerely for your polite notice of 
me in the elegant lines you enclosed. However unde- 
serving I may be of such encomium, the style and man- 
ner exhibit a striking proof of your poetical talents. In 
honor of which, and as a tribute justly due to you, I 
would have published the poem, had I not been appre- 
hensive that, while I only meant to give the world this 
new instance of your genius, I might have incurred the 
imputation of vanity. Tliis, and nothing else, determined 
me not to give it a place in the public prints. 

" If you should ever come to Cambridge, or near head- 
quarters, I shall be happy to see a person so favored. by 
the Muses,* and to whom Nature had been so liberal 
and beneficent in her dispensations. 
^ I am, with great respect, 

" Your -obedient, humble servant, 

"George Washington.'* 

* The ancient Greeks supposed that nine goddesses, whom they 
xuimed Moses, inspired people to write various kinds of poetry. 
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The early friends of Phillis were dead, or scattered 
abroad, and she felt alone in the world. She formed an 
acquaintance with a colored man by the name of Peters, 
who kept a grocery shop. He was more than commonly 
intelligent, spoke fluently, wrote easily, dressed well, and 
was handsome in his person. He offered marriage, and 
in an evil hour she accepted him. He proved to be 
lazy, proud, and harsh-tempered. He neglected his busi- 
ness, failed, and became very poor. Though unwilling 
to do hard work himself, he wanted to make a drudge 
of his wife. Her constitution was frail, she had been 
miaccustomed to hardship, and she was the mother of 
three little children, with no one to help her in her house- 
hold labors and cares. He had no pity on her, and in- 
stead of trying to lighten her load, he made it heavier 
by his bad temper. The little ones sickened and died, 
and their gentle mother was completely broken down 
by toil and sorrow. Some of the descendants of her 
lamented mistress at last heard of her illness and went 
to see her. They found her in a forlorn situation, suffer- 
ing for the common comforts of life. The Revolutionary 
war was still raging. Everybody was mourning for sons 
and husbands slain in battle. The country was very poor. 
The currency was so deranged that a goose cost forty dol- 
lars, and other articles in proportion. In such a state of 
things, people were too anxious and troubled to think 
about the African poetess, whom they had once deb'gbted 
to honor; or if they transiently remembered her, they 
took it for granted that her husband provided for her. 
And so it happened that the gifted woman who had been 
patronized by wealthy Bostonians, and who had rolled 
through London in the splendid carriages of the English 
nobility, lay dying alone, in a cold, dirty, comfortless 
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ixxMiL It was a mournful reverse of fortune ; but she 
was patient and resigned. She made no complaint of 
lier unfeeling husband ; but the neighbors said that when 
a load of wood was sent to her, he felt himself too much 
of a gentleman to saw it, though his wife was shivering 
with cold. The descendants of Mrs. Wheatlej did what 
they could to relieve her wants, after they discovered her 
extremely destitute condition ; but, fortunately for her, 
she soon went ^ where the wicked cease from troubling, 
and where the weary are at rest" 

Her husband was so generally disliked, that people 
never called her Mrs. Peters. She was always called 
Phillis Wheatley, the name bestowed upon her when she 
first entered the service of her benefactress, and by which 
she had become known as a poetess. 



A PERTINENT QUESTION. 

BT FBSDBBIOK DOUGLASS. 

IS it not astonishing, that while we are ploughing, plant- 
ing, and reaping, using all kinds of mechanical tools, erect- 
ing houses and constructing bridges, building ships, working 
in metals of brass, iron, and copper, silver and gold ; that 
wblle we are reading, writing, and ciphering, acting as clerks, 
merchants, and secretaries, having among us lawyers, doctors, 
ministers, poets, authors, editors, orators, and teachers ; that 
while we are engaged in all manner of enterprises common to 
other men, digging gold in Califomia, capturing the whale in 
the Pacific, breeding sheep and cattle on the hillside ; living, 
moving, acting, thinking, planning ; living in families as hus- 
bands, wives, and children ; and, above all, confessing and 
worshipping the Christian's God, and looking hopefully for 
immortal life beyond the grave ; — is it not astonishing, I say, 
that we are called upon to prove that we are men t ** 
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THE WORKS OF PROVIDENCE. 

BT PHILLIS WHBATLBT. 

[Written at sixteen years of age.] 

ARISE, my soul ! on wings enraptured rise. 
To praise the Monarch of the earth and skies, 
Whose goodness and beneficence appear, 
As round its centre moves the rolling year ; 
Or when the morning glows with rosy charms, 
Or the sun slumbers in the ocean's arms. 
Of light divine be a rich portion lent, 
To guide my soul and favor my intent. 
Celestial Muse, my arduous flight sustain. 
And raise my mind to a seraphic strain ! 

Adored forever be the Grod unseen, 
Who round the sun revolves this vast machine ; 
Though to his eye its mass a point appears : 
Adored the God that whirls surrounding spheres, 
Who first ordained that mighty Sol* should reign. 
The peerless monarch of th' ethereal train. 
Of miles twice forty millions is his height, 
And yet his radiance dazzles mortal sight, 
So far beneath, — from him th' extended earth 
Vigor derives, and every flowery birth. 
Vast through her orb she moves, with easy grace, 

* Sol ii the word for sun in Latin, the language spoken by the 
ancient Romans. 
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Aioand her Phoebas * in unbounded space ; 
True to her course, the impetuous storm derides, 
Triumphant o'er the winds and surging tides. 

Almighty ! in these wondrous works of thine, 
What power, what wisdom, and what goodness shine 1 
And are thy wonders. Lord, by men explored, 
And jet creating glory unadored ? 

Creation smiles in various beauty gay, 
While day to night, and night succeeds to day. 
That wisdom which attends Jehovah's ways. 
Shines most conspicuous in the solar rays. 
Without them, destitute of heat and light. 
This world would be the reign of endless nia;ht. 
In their excess, how would our race complain, 
Abhorring life 1 how hate its lengthened chain I 
From air, or dust, what numerous ills would rise ! 
What dire contagion taint the burning skies I 
What pestilential vapor, fraught with death. 
Would rise, and overspread the lands beneath ! 

Hail, smiling Mom, that, from the orient main 
Ascending, dost adorn the heavenly plain ! 
So rich, so various are thy beauteous dyes. 
That spread through all the circuit of the skies. 
That, ftdl of thee, my soul in rapture soars, 
And thy great Grod, the cause of all, adores ! 
O'er beings infinite his love extends, 
His wisdom rules them, and his power defends. 
When tasks diurnal tire the human frame, 
The spirits faint, and dim the vital fiame, 

* PhoBbns was the name for the aim, in the language of the ancient 
Greeks. 
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Then, too, that ever-active bounty shines, 
Which not infinity of space confines. 
The sable veil, that Night in silence draws. 
Conceals efibcts, but shows th' Almighty Cause. 
Night seals in sleep the wide creation fair, 
And all is peaceful, but the brow of care. 
Again gay Phcebus, as the day before, 
Wakes every eye but what shall wake no more ; 
Again the face of Nature is renewed, 
Which still appears harmonious, fair, and good. 
May grateful strains salute the smiling mom, 
Before its beams the eastern hills adorn I 



THE DYING CHRISTIAN. 

BT FSANCBS B. W. HABPBB. 

THE silver cord was loosened. 
We knew that she must die ; 
We read the mournful token 
In the dimness of her eye. 

Like a child oppressed with slumber, 

She calmly sank to rest. 
With her trust in her Redeemer, 

And her head upon his breast 

She faded irom our vision. 

Like a thing of love and light ; 

But we feel she lives forever, 
A spirit pure and bright. 
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KINDNESS TO ANIMALS. 

BT L. MARLA. CHIU). 

THERE are not manj people who are consdentiotui 
about being kind in their relations with human be^ 
ings; and therefore it is not surprising that still fewer 
should be considerate about humanity to animals. But 
the Father of all created beings made dumb creatures 
to enjoy existence in their way, as he made human beings 
to enjoy life in their way. We do wrong in his sight if 
we abuse them, or keep them without comfortable food 
and shelter. The fact that they cannot speak to tell 
of what they suffer makes the sad expression of their 
great patient eyes the more touching to any compassion- 
ate heart Fugitive slaves, looking out mournfully and 
wearily upon a cold, unsympathizing world, have often 
reminded me of overworked and abused oxen ; for though 
slaves were endowed by their Creator with the gift of 
wp&echy their oppressors have made them afraid to use 
it to complain of their wrongs. In fact, they have been 
in a more trying situation than abused oxen, for they 
have been induced by fear to use their gift of speech in 
professions of contentment with their bondage. There- 
fore, those who have been slaves know how to sympathize 
with the dumb creatures of Grod; and they, more than 
others, ought to have compassion on them. The great 
and good Toussaint TOuverture was always kind to the 
animals under his care, and I consider it by no means the 
smallest of his merits. 

§ 8 
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It is selfish and cruel thoughtlessness to stand laughing 
and talking, of to he resting at ^ase, while horses or oxen 
are tied where they will be tormented by flies or mos- 
quitos. Last summer I read of a horse that was left 
fastened in a swamp, where he could not get away from 
the swarm of venomous insects, which stung him to death, 
while his careless, hard-hearted driver was going about 
forgetful of him. It would trouble my conscience ever 
afterward if I had the death of that poor helpless animal 
to answer for. 

There is a difference in the natural disposition of ani- 
mals, as there is in the dispositions of men and women ; 
but, generally speaking, if animals are bad-tempered and 
stubborn, it is owing to their having been badly treated 
when they were young. When a horse has his mouth 
hurt by jerking his bridle, it irritates him, as it irritates 
a man to be violently knocked about ; and in both cases 
such treatment produces an unwillingness to oblige the 
tormentor. Lashing a horse with a whip, to compel him 
to draw loads too heavy for his strength, makes him 
angry and discouraged ; and at last, in despair of getting 
any help for his wrongs, he stands stock still when he 
finds himself fastened to a heavy load, and no amount 
of kicking or beating will make him stir. He has ap- 
parently come to the conclusion that it is better to be 
killed at once than to die daily. Slaves, who are under 
cruel taskmasters, also sometimes sink down in utter dis- 
couragement, and do not seem to care for being whipped 
to death. The best way to cure the disheartened and 
obstinate laborer is to give him just wages and kind treat- 
ment ; and the best way to deal with the discouraged and 
stubborn horse is to give him light lotds and humane 
usage. 
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It is a very bad cDstom to whip a horse when he is 
frightened. It only frightens the poor creature all the 
more. Habits of running when frightened, or of sheer- 
ing at the sight of things to which they are not accus- 
tomed, is generally produced in horses by mismanagement 
when they are colts. By gentle and rational treatment 
better characters are formed, both in animals and human 
beings. There was a gentleman in the neighborhood of 
Boston who managed colts so wisely, that all who were 
acquainted with him wanted a horse of his training. He 
was very firm with the young animals ; he never allowed 
them to get the better of him ; but he was never in a pas- 
sion with them. He cured them of bad tricks by patient 
teaching and gentle words ; holding them tight all the 
while, till 4;hey did what he wanted them to do. When 
they became docile, he rubbed their heads, and patted 
their necks, and talked affectionately to them, and gave 
them a handful of oats. In that way, he obtained com- 
plete control over them. He never kicked them, or jerked 
their mouths with the bridle ; he never whipped them, or 
allowed a whip to be used ; and the result was that they 
learned to love him, and were always ready to do as he 
bade them. 

I have read of a horse that was so terrified by the 
sound of a drum, that if he heard it, even from a dis- 
tance, he would run furiously and smash to pieces any 
carriage to which he was harnessed. In consequence 
of this, he was sold very cheap, though he was a strong, 
handsome animal. The man who sold him said he had 
whipped and whipped him, to cure him of the trick, but 
it did no good. People laughed at the man who bought 
him, and said he had thrown money away upon a useless 
and dangerous creature; but he replied, <<I have some 
experience in horses, and I think I can cure him.'' 
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He resolved to use no violence, bat to deal rationally 
and humanely wi^ the animal, as he would like to be 
dealt with if he were a horse. 

He kept him without food till he had become very 
hungry, and then he placed a pan of oats before him on 
the top of a drum. As soon as he began to eat, the man 
beat upon the drum. The horse reared and plunged and 
ran furiously round the enclosure. He was led back to 
the stable without any provender. After a while, oats 
were again placed before him on the top of a drum. As 
soon as the drum was beaten, the horse reared and ran 
away. I suppose he remembered the terrible' whippings 
be had had whenever he heard a drum, and so he thought 
the thing that made the noise was an enemy to him. The 
third time the experiment was tried, he had become ex- 
cessively hungry. He pricked up his ears and snorted 
when he heard the sound of the drum ; but he siood still 
and looked at the oats wistfully, while the man played 
a loud, lively tune. Fiikling the noise did him no harm, 
lie at last ventured to taste of the oats, and his owner con- 
tinued to play all the while he was eating. When the 
breakfast was finished, he patted him on the neck and 
talked gently to him. For several days his food was 
given to him in the same way. He was never afraid 
oi the sound of a drum afterward. On the contrary, he 
learned to like it, because it made him think of sweet 
oats. 

The fact is, reasonable and kind treatment will gener- 
ally produce a great and beneficial change in vicious ani- 
mals as well as in vicious men. 
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JAMES FORTEN. 

BT li. MABIA GHIU). 

TAMES FOETEN was bom in 1766, neaHyhan- 
I dred years aga His ancestors had lived in PennsyU 
vania for several generations, and, so far as he could trace 
them, thej had never been slaves. In his boyhood the 
war of the American Revolution began. The States of 
this Union were then colonies of Great Britain. Being 
taxed without being represented in the British Parlia- 
ment, they remonstrated agunst it as an act of injustice. 
The king, George the Third, was a dull, obstinate man, 
disposed to be despotic The loyal, respectful petiti<ms 
of the Colonies were treated with indifference or con- 
tempt ; and at last they resolved to become independent 
of England. When James Forten was about fourteen 
years old he entered into the service of the Colonial 
navy, in the ship Royal Louis, commanded by Captain 
Decatur, ' father of the celebrated commodore. It was 
captured by the British ship Amphion, commanded by 
Sir John Beezly. Sir John's son was on board, as 
midshipman. He was about the same age as James 
Forten; and when they played games together on the 
deck, the agility and skill of the brown lad attracted his 
attention. They became much attached to each other; 
and the young Englishman offered to provide for the 
education of his colored companion, and to help him on 
in the world, if he would go to London with him. But 
James preferred to remain in the service of his native 
country. The lads shed tears at parting, and Sir John's 
son obtained a promise from his £EUher that his friend 
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should not be enlisted m the British army. This was 
a great relief to the mii^ of James ; for his sympathies 
were on the side of the American Colonies, and he knew 
that colored men in his circumstances were often, carried 
to the West Indies and sold into Slavery. He was trans- 
ferred to the prison-ship Old Jersey, then lying near New 
York. He remained there, through a raging pestilence 
on board, until prisoners were exchanged. 

After the war was over, he obtained employment in 
a saU4oft in Philadelphia, where he soon established a 
good character by his intelligence, honesty, and industry. 
He invented an improvement in the management of sails, 
for which he obtained a patent As it came into general 
use, it brought him a good deal of money. In process of 
lime, he became owner of the sail-lofl, and also of a good 
house in the city. He married a worthy woman, and 
they brought up a family of eight children. But though 
he had served his country faithfully in his youth, though 
he had earned a hundred thousand dollars by his ingenu- 
ity and diligence, and though his character rendered him 
an ornament to the Episcopal Church, to which he be- 
longed, yet so strong was the mean and cruel prejudice 
against his color, that his family were excluded from 
schools where the most ignorant and vicious whites could 
place their children. He overcame this obstacle, at great 
expense, by hiring private teachers in various branches 
of education. 

By the unrivalled neatness and durability of his work, 
and by the uprightness of his character, he obtained ex- 
tensive business, and for more than fifty years employed 
many people in his sail-loft. Being near the water, he 
had opportunities, at twelve different times, to save people 
from drowning, which he sometimes did at the risk of 
his own life. The Humane Society of Philadelphia pre- 
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sented him with an engraving, to which was appended a 
certificate of the number of people he had saved, and the 
thanks of the Society for his services. He had it framed 
and hung in his parlor ; and when I visited him, in 1835, 
he pointed it out to me, and told me he Avould not take 
a thousand dollars for it. He likewise told me of a 
vessel engaged in the slave-trade, the owners of which 
applied to him for rigging. He indignantly refused ; de- 
claring that he considered such a request an insult to any 
honest or humane man. He always had the cause of 
the oppressed colored people warmly at heart, and was 
desirous to do everything in his power for their improve- 
ment and elevation. He early saw that colonizing free 
blacks to Africa would never abolish Slavery ; but that, 
on the contrary, it tended to prolong its detestable ex- 
istence. He presided at the first meeting of colored 
people in Philadelphia, to remonstrate against the Coloni- 
zation Society. He was an earnest and liberal friend of 
the Anti-Slavery Society ; and almost the last words 
he was heard to utter were expressions of love and 
gratitude to William Lloyd Grarrison for his exertions 
in behalf of his oppressed race. He never drank any 
intoxicating liquor, and was a steadfast supporter of the 
Temperance Society. Being of a kindly and humane 
disposition, he espoused the principles of the Peace So- 
ciety. His influence and pure example were also given 
to those who were striving against licentiousness. In- 
deed, he was always ready to assist in every good word 
and work. 

He died in 1842, at the age of seventy-six years. His 
funeral procession was one of the largest ever seen in 
Philadelphia ; thousands of people, of all classes and all 
complexions, having united in this tribute of respect to 
his character. 
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THE MEETING Ilf THE SWAMP. 

BT L. M ABIA CHILD. 

IN 1812 thete was war between the United States and 
Great Britain; and many people thought it likely 
that a portion of the British army would land in some 
part of the Southern States and proclaim freedom to the 
slaves. The more intelligent portion of the slaves were 
aware of this, and narrowly watched the signs of the 
times. 

Mr. Duncan, of South Carolina, was an easy sort of 
master, generally thought by hb neighbors to be too in- 
dulgent to his slaves. One evening, during the year I 
have mentioned, he received many requests for passes to 
go to a great Methodist meeting, and in every instance com- 
plied with the request After a whHe, he rang the bell 
for a glass of water, but no servant appeared. He rang 
a second time, but waited in vain for the sound of com- 
ing footsteps. Thinking over the passes he had given, 
he remembered that all the house-servants had gone to 
Methodist meeting. Then it occurred to him that Meth- 
odist meetings had lately been more frequent than usual. 
He was in the habit of saying that his slaves were per- 
fectly cohtented, and would not take their freedom if he 
offered it to them ; nevertheless the frequency of Meth- 
odist meetings made him a little uneasy, and brought to 
mind a report he had heard, that the British were some- 
where off the coast and about to land. 

The next morning, he tdok a ride on horseback, and 
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in a careless way asked the slaves on several plantations 
where was the Methodist meeting last night Some said 
it was in one place, and some in another, — a dream- 
stance which made him think still more about the report 
that the British were going to land. He bought a black 
mask for his &ce, and a suit of negro clothes, and waited 
for another Methodist meeting. In a few days his ser- 
vants again asked for passes, and he gave them. When 
the last one had gone, he put on his disguise and followed 
them over field and meadow, through woods and swamps. 
The number of dark figures steering toward the same 
point continually increased. If any spoke to him as 
they passed, he made a very short answer, in the w(»d« 
and tones common among slaves. At last they arrived 
at an island in the swamp, surrounded by a belt of deep 
water, and hidden by forest-trees matted together by a 
luxuriant entanglement of vines. A large tree had been 
felled for a bridge, and over this dusky forms were 
swarming as thickly as ants into a new-made nest. Af- 
ter passing through a rough and difficult path, they came 
out into a large level space, surrounded by majestic trees^ 
whose boughs interlaced, and formed a roof high over- 
head, from which hung down long streamers of Spanish 
moss. Under this canopy were assembled hundreds of 
black men and women. Some were sitting silent and 
thoughtful, some eagerly talking together, and some sing- 
ing and shouting. The blaze of pine torches^hrew a 
strong light on some, and made others look like great 
black shadows. 

Mr. Duncan felt a little disturbed by the strange, im- 
pressive scene, and was more than half disposed to wish 
himself at home. For some time he could make nothing 
out of the confused buzz of voices and chanting of hymns. 

5* 



106 THE FREEDMEN'S BOOK. 

But after a while a tall man mouDted a stump and re- 
quested silence. " I suppose most all of ye know," said 
he, ^^ that at our last meeting we concluded to go to the 
British, if we could get a chance ; but we did n't all agree 
what to do about our masters. Some said we could n't 
keep our freedom without we killed the whites, but others 
did n't like the thoughts of that. We 've met again to- 
night to talk about it. An' now, boys, if the British land 
here in Caroliny, what shall we do about our masters ? " 

As he sat down, a tall, fierce-looking mulatto sprang 
upon the stump, at one leap, and exclaimed : ^ Scourge 
themy as they have scourged tis. Shoot them, as they 
have shot us. Who talks of mercy to our masters ? " 

" I do," said an aged black man, who rose up tottering, 
as he leaned both hands on a wooden staff, — " I do ; be- 
cause the blessed Jesus always talked of mercy. They 
shot my bright boy Joe, an' sold my pretty little Sally ; 
but, thanks to the blessed Jesus ! I feel it in my poor old 
heart to forgive 'em. I 've been member of a Methodist 
church these thirty years, an' I 've heard many preachers, 
white and black ; an' they all tell me Jesus said. Do good 
to them that do evil to you, an' pray for them that spite 
you. Now I say. Let us love our enemies ; let us pray for 
'em ; an' when our masters flog us, let us sing, — 

* You may beat upon my body, 
But you cannot harm my soul. 
^ I shall join the forty thousand by and by.* '* 

When the tremulous chant ceased, a loud altercation 
arose. Some cried out for the blood of the whites, while 
others maintained that the old man's doctrine was right. 
Louder and louder grew the sound of their excited voices, 
and the disguised slaveholder hid himself away deeper 
among the shadows. In the midst of the confusion, a 
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young man of graceful figure sprang on the stump, and, 
throwing off a coarse cotton frock, showed his bac^ and 
shoulders deeply gashed by a whip and oozing with blood. 
He made no speech, but turned round and round slowly, 
while his comrades held up their torches to show his 
wounds. He stopped suddenly, and said, with stem 
brevity, " Blood for blood.** 

<' Would you murder 'em all ? ** inquired a timid vdoe. 
" Dey don't aU cruelize us." 

'< Dar 's Massa Campbell^* pleaded another. ^ He 
neber hab his boys flogged. You would n't murder himy 
would you ? " 

" No, no," shouted several voices ; " we would n't mur- 
der him.** 

^^ I would n't murder mi/ master," said one of Mr. Dun- 
can's slaves. ^ I don't want to work for him for nothin'; 
I 'se done got tired o' that ; but he sha'n't be killed, if I 
can help it ; for he 's a good master." 

" Call him a good master if ye like," said the youth 
with the bleeding shoulders. '<If the white men don't 
cut up the backs that bear their burdens, if they don't 
shoot the limbs that make 'em rich, some are fools enough 
to call 'em good masters. What right have they to sleep 
in soft beds, while we, who do all the work, lie on the 
hard floor ? Why should I go in coarse rags, to clothe 
my master in broadcloth and fine Jinen, when he knows, 
and I know, that we are sons of the same &t^r ? Ye 
may get on your knees to be flogged, if ye like ; but I 'm 
not the boy to do it." His high, bold forehead and flash- 
ing eye indicated an intellect too active, and a spirit too 
fiery, for Slavery. The listeners were spell-bound by his 
superior bearing, and for a while he seemed likely to carry 
tne whole meeting in favor of revenge. But the aged 
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black, leaning on his wooden staff, made use of every 
pause to repeat the words, '^ Jesus told us to return good 
for evil " ; and his gentle counsel found response in many 
hearts. 

A short man, with roguish eyes and a laughing mouth, 
ros^ up and looked round him with an expression of 
drollery that made everybody begin to feel good-natured. 
After rubbing his head a little, he said : << I don't know 
. how to talk like Bob, 'cause I neber had no chance. But 
I 'se thought a heap. Man^^a time I 'se axed myself how 
de white man always git he foot on de black man. Some- 
times I tink one ting, and sometimes I tink anoder ting ; 
and dey all git jumbled up in my head, jest like seed in 
de cotton. At last I finds out how de white man always 
git he foot on de black man." He took from his old torn 
hat a bit of crumpled newspaper, and smoothing it out, 
pointed at it, while he exclaimed : ^< Dot 's de way dey do 
it I « Dey got de knowledge ; and dey don't let poor nigger 
hab de knowledge. May be de British Ian', and may 
be de British no Ian'. But I tell ye, boys, de white man 
can't keep he foot on de black man, ef de black man git 
de knowledge. I 'se gwine to tell ye how I got de knowl- 
edge. I sot my mind on laming to read; but my ole 
boss he 's de most begrudgfuU'est massa, an' I knows he 
would n't let me lam. So when I sees leetle massa wid 
he book, I ax him, * What you call dat ? ' He tell me 
dat 's A. So I take ole newspaper, an' ax missis, ^ May 
I hab dis to rub de boots?' She say yes. Den, when 
I find A, I looks at him till I knows him bery well. Den 
I ax leetle massa, * What you call dat ? ' He say dat 's 
B. I looks at him till I knows him bery well. Den I 
find CAT, an' I ax leetle massa what dat spell ; an' he 
tell me cat. Den, after a great long time, I read de news- 
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paper. An* dar I find oat dat de Britiifc pnae t.^ 
I tell3 aU de bojs; and dej aaj bm* kib Metki&c 
meetin'. An' whal joa tink dk nigger £d iodier daj ? 
You know Jim, Masea Gabenkor^i boj? WaL I wvrta 
mighty bad to teU Jim dat de Brioth fwioe to kai' ; batt 
he lib ten mile off^ and ole ba« Debbcr Jet ne j^ Wal, 
Massa Guberoor eome to maa a a 'a. an* I hnag ht koaa la 
de gate. I makes bow, and «aji, ** Haw Jim dot, 
Gubernor ? ' He tella me Jim berj welL Dca I 
him Jim and I was leetle boj togederf an' I vaata to 
Jim someliog. He tells me Jim hab 'ndf ob 
I says, 'O yes, Massa Gobemor, I knows joo ^oed 
and Jim hab eberytiog be want. Bat Jim ao' I 
tie boy iogeder, and I wants to sen' Jim some 
Massa Gubenior laagh an' say, ' Berj well. Jack*' So 
I gibs him de backy in de bery bit ob newspaper das Mil 
de British gwine to Ian'. I marks it wid brack eool, so 
Jim be sore to see it An' Missa GwbcnMr bwaeif 
it I Massa Gubernor hisself carry it ! I baa to 
ebery time I tinks on 'u" 

He clapped his bands, shuffled witb bis feer, and 
by rolling heels over head, with peals of laagbt^T. TW 
multitude joined loudly in bis merriment, and it took 
some time to restore order. There was a gor^ deal f/' 
speaking afterward, and some of it was wvAti^U A hsrp^ 
majority were in favor iA being mercifal to tbe 




but all, without exception, agreed to join tbe hatmh H 
they landed. 

With thankfulness to Heaven, Mr. Dancnn ai^sm fr^mA 
himself in the ofen field, alone witb tbe itar%. Tbeir 
glorious beauty seemed to bim ckxbed in wsm and awfol 
power. Groups ci shrubbery took tiurtltuf^ U/nm^ ani 
tite sound of the wind among tbe trees was like tbe ■»- 
sheathing of swofds. He never fiorgot tbe ktmm ^d tkmi 
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night. In his heart he could not blame his bondmen for 
seeking their liberty, and he felt grateful for the merciful 
disposition they had manifested toward their oppressors ; 
for alone that night, in the solemn presence of the stars, 
his conscience told him that Slavery wcis oppression, how- 
ever mild the humanity of the master might make it. He 
did not emancipate his slaves ; for he had not sufficient 
courage to come out against the community in which he 
lived. He felt it a duty to warn his neighbors of impend- 
ing danger ; but he could not bring himself to reveal the 
secret of the meeting in the swamp, which he knew would 
cause the death of many helpless creatures, whose only 
crime was that of wishing to be free. After a painful 
conflict inlJiis mind, he contented himself with advising 
the magistrates not to allow any meetings Of the colored 
people for religious purposes until the war was over. 

I have called him Mr. Duncan, but I have in fact for- 
gotten his name. Years after he witnessed the meeting 
in the swamp, he gave an account of it to a gentleman 
in Boston, and I have stated the substance of it as it was 
told to me. 



A REASONABLE REQUEST. 

We are natives of this country ; we ask only to be 
treated cts well as foreigners. Not a few of our fathers 
suffered and bled to purchase its independence ; we ask 
only to be treated as well as those who fought against it. 
We have toiled to cultivate it, and to raise it to its pres- 
ent prosperous condition; we ask only to share equal 
privileges with those who come from distant lands to en- 
joy the fruits of our labor. — Rev. Peter Williams, 
colored Rector of St. Philip^s Ghurchj New Torky 1835. 
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THE SLAVE POET. 

MR JAMES HORTON, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, had a slave named Greorge, 
who early manifested remarkable intelligence. He la- 
bored with a few other slaves on his master's farm, and 
was always honest, faithful, and industrious. He con- 
trived to learn to read, and every moment that was al- 
lowed him for his own he devoted to reading. He was 
especially fond of poetry, which he read and 'learned by 
heart, wherever he could find it. After a time, he began 
to compose verses of his own. He did not know how to 
write ; so when he had arranged his thoughts in rhyme, 
he spoke them aloud to others, who wrote them down for 
him. 

He was not contented in Slavery, as you will see by 
the following verses which he wrote : — 

" Alas I and am I born for this, 
To wear this slavish chain? 
Deprived of all created bliss, 
Through hardship, toil, and pain? 

^ How long have I in bondage lain, 
And languished to be free I 
Alas I and must I still complain, 
Deprived of liberty ? 

• 

*' Heaven! and is there no relief 
This side the silent grave, 
To soothe the pain, to qnell the grief 
And anguish of a slave ? 
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" Come, Liberty ! thou cheerfnl Bonnd, 
Roll through my ravished ears; 
Come, let my grief in joys be drowned, 
And drive away my fears. 

<* Say onto foul oppression, Cease I 
Ye tyrants, rage no more ; 
And let the joyful trump of peace 
Now bid the vassal soar. 

^ Liberty! thou golden prize, 
So often sought by blood. 
We crave thy sacred sun to rise, 
The gift of Nature's God. 

'* Bid Slavery hide her haggard fkce, 
And barbarism fly; 
I scorn to see the sad disgrace, 
Li which enslaved I lie. 

" Dear Liberty I upon thy breast 
I languish to respire ; 
And, like the swan unto her nest, 
IM to thy smiles retire." 

deorge's poems attracted attention, and several were 
published in the newspaper called '^ The Raleigh Regis- 
ter.'' Some of them found their way into the Boston 
newspapers, and were thought remarkable productions 
for a slave. His master took no interest in any of his 
poems, and knew nothing about them, except what he 
heard others say. Dr. Caldwell, who was then Presi- 
dent of the University of North Carolina, and several 
other gentlemen, became interested for him, and tried to 
help him to obtain his freedom. In 1829 a little volume 
of his poems, called " The Hope of Liberty," was printed 
in Raleigh, by Gales and Son. The pamphlet was sold 
to raise money enough for George to buy himself. I^e 
was then thirty-two years old, in the prime of his strength. 
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both in mind and bodj. He was to be sent off to Liberia 
as soon as he was purchased ; but he had such a passion 
for Liberty, that he was willing to follow her to the ends 
of the earth ; though he would doubtless have preferred 
to have been a freeman at home, amohg old friends and 
familiar scenes. He was greatly excited about his pros- 
pects, and eagerly set about learning to write. When he 
first heard the news that influential gentlemen were ex- 
erting themselves in his behalf, he wrote: — 

** 'T was like the salutation of the dove, 
Borne on the zephyr through some lonesome grore, 
When spring returns, and winter's chill is past, 
And vegetation smiles above the blast. 

*' The silent harp, which on the osiers hung, 
Again was tuned, and mauumission sung; 
Away by hope the clouds of fear were driven, 
And music breathed my gratitude to Heaven." 

It would have been better for him if his hopes had 
not been so highly excited. His poems did not sell for 
enough to raise the sum his master demanded for him, 
and his friends were not sufficiently benevolent to make 
up. the deficiency. In 1837, when he was forty years old, 
he was still working as a slave at Chapel Hill, the seat 
of the University of North Carolina. It was said at that 
time that he had ceased to write poetry. I suppose the 
poor fellow was discouraged. If he is still alive, he is 
sixty-seven years old ; and I hope it will comfort his poor, 
bruised heart to know that some of his verses are pre- 
served, and published for the benefit of those who have 
been his companions in Slavery, and who, more foi*tunate 
than he was, have become freemen before their strength 
has left them. 
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RATIE: 

A TRUE STORY OF A LITTLE HUNCHBACK. 
BT MATTIB GBI7FITH. 

I WANT to tell you a story of a poor little slave-girl 
who lived and died away down South. 

This little girl's name was Eachel, but they used to 
call her Ratie. She was a hunchback and a dwarf, with 
an ugly black face, coarse and irregular features, but a 
low, pleasant voice, and nice manners. Nobody ever 
scolded Ratie, for she never deserved it She always 
did her work — the little that was assigned her — with 
a cheerful heart and willing hand. This work was 
chiefly to gather up little bits of chips in baskets, or col- 
lect shavings from the carpenters' shops, and take them 
to the cabins or the great kitchen, where they were used 
for kindling fires. She had a sweet, gentle spirit, and a 
low, cheery laugh that charmed everybody. Even the 
white folks who lived up at the great house loved her, 
and somehow felt better when she was near. 

Ratie used to go out into the fields on summer days, 
or in the early spring, and pick the first flowers. Later 
in the season she caught the butterflies or grasshoppers, 
but she never hurt them. She would look at the bright 
spangled wings of the butterflies, or the green coats of 
the pretty, chirping grasshoppers, with an eye full of ad- 
miration ; and she always seemed sorry when She gave 
them up. The lambs used to run to her, and eat from 
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her hands. If she went into the park, the deer came 
to her side lovingly, and the young fawns sported and 
played around her. No one harmed Batie or expected 
harm from her. 

Poor little hunchhack I Many an idle traveller has 
paused in his slow wanderings to listen to her song, as 
she sat on the wayside stump, knitting stockings for the 
work-people, and singing old snatches of songs, and airs 
that bring back to the heart glimpses of the paradise c£ 
our lost childhood ! No broad-throated robin ever poured 
out a wilder, fuller gush of melody than the songs of this 
untaught child 1 

Little Katie's days were passed in the same even rou- 
tine, without thought or chance of change. Up at the 
house they loved her ; and her young mistresses used to 
supply her with cast-off ribbons and shawls and &ncy 
trappings from their own wardrobes, which she prized 
very much, — delighting to deck out her odd little person 
with these old fineries. 

Once, as she sat singing on an old stile, and knitdng 
a stocking, a rough sort of gentleman, driving by in his 
neat little tilbury, stopped and listened to Katie's song. 
•When he looked at the strange child he felt a little 
shocked ; but he called out in a loud voice, ^ Halloo, 
Dumpey Blackiel here is a fip for your song"; and he 
tossed her a small coin. ^ Take that, and give me 
another song." 

The child was pleased with the gift, took it up from 
where it had rolled on the ground at her feet, and soon 
began another of her wild little ditties. As she sang on, 
she forgot the exact words, and put in some of her own, 
which harmonized just as well with the air. The stran- 
ger was so much pleased, that he gave her another fip, 
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and called for another song, and still another* At length, 
he asked the child to whom she helonged. She told him 
that she belonged to her old master. 

''And what is your old master's name?" asked the 
gentleman. - 

Batie, who had never been two miles beyond the bor- 
ders of the plantation, laughed, thinking it a fine joke that 
anybody should not know the name of her '' old master"; 
for, to her, he was the most important personage in the 
world. So she only laughed and shook her head deri- 
sively in answer. 

''Will you not tell me his name?" again asked the 
stranger. 

But the child smiled still more incredulously ; so the 
gentleman deemed it best to foUow her home, which he 
accordingly did, and found that Colonel Williams, a rich 
old planter, was the owner of this little melodious black- 
bird. 

The stranger alighted and asked to see Colonel Wil- 
liams. After a little conversation he proposed to buy 
Bade from her master. Colonel Williams had never 
thought of selling the little deformity. He kept her on 
the place more through charity than aught else. The 
extent of her musical genius was unappreciated, and even 
unknown to him ; but as she was a happy little creature, 
much liked by all the family, and was only a trifling ex- 
pense, be had never thought of parting with her. Now, 
however, when a handsome price was offered, she assumed 
something like importance and interest in his eyes. He 
called her into the house, and she obeyed with great alac- 
rity, coming in neatly dressed, with a fresh white apron, 
and sundry bits of bright-colored ribbons tied round her 
head and neck. 
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^ Give us one of your best soDgs, Batie," said her 
master. 

The girl broke out in a wild, warbling strain, dear, 
bird-like, and musical, filling the long room with gushes 
of melodj, until the lofty arches echoed and re-echoed 
with the wild notes. When she had finished, the enthusi- 
astic stranger exclaimed, ^That throat is a mint of gold!** 

And so little hunchback Ratio sang song after song, 
until she exhausted herself; when her master sent b^r 
f}ff to the slave-quarters, where she continued her ditties 
out under the broad, soft light of the low-hanging south- 
ern moon. 

The gentlemen sat up late that night, talking upon dif- 
ferent subjects ; but, before they parted, it was arranged 
that the stranger should buy Batie at the high prioe he 
oH^red. 

The next morning, long before the sun rose, little Katie 
was up, walking through the quarter. She stooped down 
to look at every drop of dew that glittered and sparkled 
on the green leaves and shrubs; and when the great, 
round, golden sun began to creep up the eastern sky, 
and set it all ablaze with red and gold and purple clouds, 
glorious as the pavilion of the prophet. Ratio's little spirit 
danced within her, and broke forth in hymns of music 
such as the wise men long ago — eighteen hundred years 
past — sang at the foot of a little manger in a stable in 
Bethlehem of Judaea. 

The child was too young and ignorant to know the 
meaning of the emotions which fluttered and set on fire 
her own soul, but she was none the less happy for this 
ighorance. " God is very good I 

As Ratio wandered on, singing to herself, she grew so 
happy that the rush of passionate fervor half frightened 
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her. Tears came to her eyes, and choked the song in 
her throat. She paused in her walk, and seated herself 
on a little rock that lay in one comer of the quarter. As 
she sat there alone, she continued to sing and weep; 
wherefore she could not tell. By and by the great, rusty 
bell of the quarter rang out from its hoarse, iron tongue 
the morning summons for the slaves to assemble. Rag- 
ged, tatteredy unshorn and unshaven, dirty, ill and angry- 
looking, the negroes — men, women, and children, in large 
numbers — collected in the quarter-yard, where the over- 
seer, an ugly, harsh white man, with a pistol in his belt, 
knife at his side, and whip in hand, stood to call the roll. 
At the mention of each name, a slave came forward, say- 
ing with a bow, *' Here I am, massa." 

Batie, who had no particular work to do, went limping 
on past the place of the roll-call, when she saw her master 
and the strange gentleman coming toward her. She did 
not, however, notice them. They were talking together 
quite earnestly, and looking at her. Her master called 
out, '^ Stop, Katie ; come this way." 

She obeyed the order with pleasing readiness. 

^ Ratie," said the master, '< how do you like this gentle- 
man?" 

The child smiled, but made no answer in words. The 
master also smiled as he added: ^^He thinks that you 
sing very prettily, and he has bought you. He will .be 
very kind and good to you ; and as soon as you have had 
breakfast, you must get your things ready to go oflf with 
him. Here is a present for you " ; and he tossed her a 
bright, shining, silver coin. 

The child seized the money, but did not seem to compre-_ 
hend her master's words. To be sold to her implied some 
sort of disgrace or hardship, which she did not think she 
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deserved ; besides, she had always lived on the ^ old plan- 
tation." She knew no other home ; she did not want 
to leave " the people " of the quarter ; nor did she feel 
happy in going away from the " white folks," particularly 
the ^^ young mistresses," who had always been so kind to 
her. She had also some vague yearning of heart to be 
close to her mammy's grave, rough as it was ; and near 
also to Grandpap's cabin, where she roasted apples and 
potatoes on winter nights. 

She looked around upon the fiuniliar quarter, the well- 
known people, the row of cabins ; and strained her gaze 
far away to the rolling fields in the distance, where the 
negroes, like a swarm of crows, were busy at their mom- 
mg's work; and as she gazed, the whole landscape flushed 
with the bloom and beauty of the risen sun. Then the 
wild, pealing horn called the ^^sons of toil" from their 
morning hour's work to their frugal breakfast 

Ratio's little heart began to beat in its narrow limits 
as the word ^ sold " wrote itself there, and broke throngh 
her comprehension with all its horrors. She started 
quickly after her master, and, with the freedom of 
a petted slave, caught hold of the skirt of his coat. 
Colonel Williams turned suddenly round ; and there, 
crouching on the earth at his feet, was the hunchback 
child. She held up the money which he had given her, 
and, in a sweet, tremulous voice, asked : ^' Massa, why has 
you sold me ? I has not behaved bad, as de boys did 
dat you sold last year. I does n't steal nor tell lies. Is 
it bekase I 'se lazy ? I do all de work dey gives me to do. 
I '11 do more. I '11 go into de fields. I '11 plant and pick 
de cotton. Please don't sell me. I does n't want to leave 
de ole place. Mammy is buried here ; so I wants to be 
when I dies. I wants allers to live here." 
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The stranger and Colonel Williams were much moved. 
Thej did not venture to speak to the child, but tried to 
get away from the sound of her plaintive cries. 

When the negroes drew around their morning meal, 
and learned that Batie was sold, they were unhappy, 
and refused to eat anything. They looked sorrowfully 
at one another, and turned away from their untasted food. 
** Poor Ratio I *' exclaimed the old negroes, as they shook 
their heads in mournful discontent, ^'we shall not hear 
any more her sweet songs in de evenin' time." 

The young mistresses came to Ratio with kind gifts 
and kinder words. They told her, with tears in their 
eyes, how sorry they were to part with her, how good 
they knew she had been, and how much they wished 
their papa would allow her to stay. Words and acts 
like these softened the blow to the unfortunate child, and 
strengthened her for the coming trial. She looked up 
smilingly through her tears, as she said to her young 
mistresses : ^ Please not to cry for me. God is good, 
and de preacher says he is everywhar; so I shall not 
be fur from de ole plantation." 

When she was starting away, each of the negroes 
brought her some little gift, such as cotton handker- 
chief, old ribbon-ends, bright-colored glass beads, or 
autumn berries, dried and strung on threads for neck 
ornaments. Each of these humble little tokens possessed 
an individual interest which touched some spring in Ra- 
tio's little heart. When the hour of separation came, she 
had nerved herself to the highest courage of which she 
was capable. She took leave of each of the slaves, all 
of them calling down the blessings of God upon her life. 
An old, lame negro man, whom the slaves addressed as 
Grandpap, hobbled from his cabin, on a broken crutch, 
to utter his farewelL 
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" Good bj, Ratie," he began, and his voice choked 
with emotion ; *' good by, little Eatie, and may de good 
Lord be wid you. Him dat keres fur de poor, de lowly, 
and de despised, up yonder, way fur and high up dere, 
is a God dat loves all of his chillens alike. He does n't 
kere fur de color ob de skin or de quality ob de hair. In 
his sight, wool is jist as good as de fair, straight hair. 
He loves de heart, and looks straight and deep into dat, 
and keres fur nothin' else. Never you be afeard, Eatie, 
Him 11 take kere ob you, an' all sich as you, bekase He 
loves dem dat He smites and afflicts. Now, He did n't 
break your poor little back for nothin'. Him has Him's 
eye upon you. You is a lamb ob de fold, dat de great 
Shepherd will go fur and long to look arter. Him holds 
you in the holler ob Him's hand, an' He '11 keep you dar. 
Mind what I tell you. Grood by, Ratie. God bless you. 
Allers trust Him. 'Member my last words ; dat is, AUers 
trust Him. Look to Him, and He '11 never forget you." 

As he uttered these words, in a slow, oracular manner, 
he brushed a tear from his eye with the back of his old, 
hard hand, and looking tenderly toward the child, his lips 
moved slowly, and the words seemed to melt unheard in 
the thin, morning air. He turned from her and hobbled 
off in the direction of his cabin. 

The other slaves were more passionately demonstra- 
tive in their farewells; but little Batie bore up with a 
beautiful and proud composure. 

• • • . • 

The new owner proved very kind to the gentle little 
creature ; but her heart had received a blow from which 
it could not recover. 

The master took her to New Orleans, intending to have 

her taught music, that she might make money for him ; 

6 
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but the poor child pined for "de ole plantation" and 
" de ole folks at home," — the kind people — " my peo- 
ple," as she fondlj called them — with whom she had 
been brought up. 

In the great city of New Orleans she was literally 
lost. She missed the free country air, the green trees, 
the sweet singing-birds, the fields blooming with early 
fiowers, the meadows and the running brooks. It was 
easy to see that the little hunchback was not happy. She 
grew thinner and thinner, and her voice lost its flexible 
sweetness, its clear and liquid roundness of tone. At 
last she fell away to a mere skeleton ; then sharp, burning 
fever set in, and little Ratie was taken down to her bed. 
Day and night, in the delirium of fever, she raved for 
" de ole plantation " and her own people. 

The new master promised, when she got better, to take 
her back to her old home, — at least for a little while. 
But, alas ! she never grew any better. She faded slowly 
away, until one evening, just at sundown, in the gay city 
of New Orleans, little Ratie breathed her last. 

Just before she died, she lifted her head from the pil- 
low, and, resting on her hand, she pointed eastward, say- 
ing : ^^ Over dar is de ole plantation. Don't you see ? 
How pretty and nice it looks 1 Dar is all de peoples 
at work. How busy dey is I But I'se not gwine dar. 
I does n't want to, any more. Dere up dar is Grod's plan- 
tation, and it is betterer far. Dere is no slaves dar, but 
all is free and happy, — loving friends ; and it is dar dat 
I wants to go ; and I hopes dat all de plantation folks 
will come to me." 

And so little Ratie died. 

From the New York Independent, 
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THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST. 

BT JAJfBS MONTOOMEBT. 

HAIL to the Lord's anointed ! 
Great David's greater Son I 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
His reign on earth begun ! 
He comes to break oppression, 

To set the captive free, 
To take awaj transgression. 
And role in equity. 

He comes, with succor speedy, 

To those who suffer wrong ; 
To help the poor and needy. 

And bid the weak be strong ; 
To give them songs for sighing, 

Their darkness turned to light. 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 

Were precious in his sight. 

To him shall prayer unceasing, 

And daily vows ascend ; 
His kingdom still increasing, — 

A kingdom without end. 
The tide of time shall neiver 

His covenant remove ; 
His name shall stand forever, — 

That name to us is Love. 
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THE BEGINNING AND PROGRESS OF EMANCI- 
PATION IN THE BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

NOTHING has ever been done in this world more 
wicked and cruel than the slave-trade on the 
coast of Africa. But the temptation to carry it on was 
very great; for hundreds of men and women could be 
bought for a cask of poor rum or a peck of cheap beads, 
and could be sold in the markets of America or the West 
Indies for thousands of dollars. A hundred years ago 
men were not at all ashamed of growing rich in this bad 
way. They were respected in society as much as other 
men. They were often members of churches and pro- 
fessed to be very pious. Perhaps they deceived them- 
selves, as well as others, and really thought they were 
pious, because they observed all the ritual forms of re- 
ligion. But, above all their prayers, God heard the 
groans and the cries of the poor tortured Africans. He 
put it into the heart of a young Englishman, named 
Thomas Clai^son, to inquire into the wicked business, 
that was going on under the sanction of the government, 
and unreproved by the Church. In the course of his 
investigations, this young man discovered that the most 
shocking cruelties were habitually practised. He found 
that poor creatures stolen from their homes were packed 
close, like bales of goods, in the dark holds of ships, 
where they were half choked by bad odors from ac- 
cumulated filth, and where they could hardly breathe for 
want of air. The food allotted them was merely enough 
to keep them alive. Many died of grief and despair, 
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and still more o£ bamiog fevers and other diseases. Liv- 
ing and dead often remained huddled together for hours, 
and when the corpses were removed they were thrown 
out to the sharks. But the sea-captains engaged in this 
horrid traffic were selfish as well as crueL They did not 
like to have their victims die, because every one they 
lost on the passage diminished the dollars they expected 
to get by selling them. So at times they brought the 
poor half-dead wretches on deck and drove them round 
with a whip for exercise, and insulted their misery by 
compelling them to dance, and sing the songs they had 
sung in their native land. 

Thomas Clarkson called public attention to the subject 
by publishing these things in a pamphlet. More than 
thirty years before, the humane sect called Quakers had 
forbidden any of its members to be connected with the 
slave-trade. But though the abominable traffic had 
been carried on more than two hundred and fifty years 
by various nations calling themselves Christian, there 
had been no attempt to excite general attention to the 
subject till Clarkson published his pamphlet in 1786, 
seventy-nine years ago. He became so much interested 
in the question that he gave up all other pursuits in life, 
and wrote, and lectured, and talked about it incessantly. 
The assembled representatives of the, people which we 
call a Congress, is called a Parliament in Great Britain.* 
He tried to bring the subject before that body, and suc- 
ceeded in gaining the attention of some members, among 
whom the most conspicuous was the benevolent William 
Wilberforce. He soon joined Mr. Clarkson in the for- 
mation of a Society for the Abolition of the Slave-trade. 

* The northern part of Great Britain is called Scotland, the south- 
em part England. The entire people are called British. 
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This of coarse gave great offence to the sea-captains and 
merchants engaged in the profitable traffic. Clarkson 
met with all manner of insult and abuse, and his life was 
sometimes in danger. The British government did as 
governments are apt to do, — it sided with the rich and 
powerful as long as it was politic to do so. But, though 
many of the aristocracy were haughty and selfish, the 
generality of the common people were ready to sympa- 
thize with the poor and the oppressed. When they 
became aware of the outrages committed in the slave- 
trade, they determined that a stop should ber put to it. 
They wrote, and talked, and petitioned Parliament, till 
the government was compelled to pay some attention to 
their demands. When the friends of the infernal traffic 
found that a resolution to abolish it was likely to be 
passed, they contrived to get the word "gradual " inserted 
into the resolution, and thus defeated the will of the peo- 
ple ; for the gradual abolition of crime is no abolition at 
all. It was as absurd as it would have been for them to 
say they would abolish murder gradually. But though 
the law was insufficient to accomplish the desired pur- 
pose, public opinion against the trade exerted an increas- 
ing influence. The friends of those who were engaged 
in ii began to apologize for it as a necessary branch of 
trade, and pleaded .that laborers could not be supplied in 
the hot climate of the West Indies in any other way. 
They were even shameless enough to defend it and praise 
it as a benevolent scheme to bring savages away from 
heathen Africa and make good Christians of them. Mr. 
Boswell, a well-known English writer of that period, 
went so far as to pronounce it " a trade which God had 
sanctioned *' ; and he declared that " to abolish it would 
be to shut the gates of mercy on mankind." Such pre- 
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tences deceived some. But the English people have a 
great deal of good common sense ; and it was not easj 
to convince them that stealing men, women, and children 
from their homes, tortoring them on the ocean, and sell- 
ing thjBm in strange lands, to he whipped to incessant toil 
without wages, was a pious missionary enterprise. 

Clarkson, Wilberforce, and others continued their un- 
remitting lahors to suppress the unrighteous traffic ; the 
kindly sect of Quakers everywhere assisted them; and 
henevolent people in other sects became more and more 
convinced that it was their duty to do the same. All 
manner of obstacles were put in the way of the desired 
reformation ; but at last, after twenty-two years of violent 
agitation, the slave-trade was entirely abolished by Great 
Britain, at the commencement of the year 1808. Six- 
teen years later, it was decreed by law that any British 
subject caught in the traffic should be punished as a 
pirate. 

The king, Greorge the Third, was opposed to the aboli- 
tion, and so were all the royal family, except the Duke 
of Gloucester. The nobility and wealthy people, with 
a few honorable exceptions, took the same side. The 
measure was carried by the good sense and good feeling 
of the common people of Great Britain. 

There were no slaves in Great Britain. It had been 
decided by law that any slave who landed in that country 
became free the moment he touched the shore. But 
many of the West India islands, lying between North 
and South America, were under the British government, 
and the laborers there were held in Slavery. The Eng- 
lish people knew very little what was going on in those 
distant colonies. "When West India planters visited their 
relatives and Mends in Great Britain, they made out 
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a very fair story for themselves. They said none but 
negroes could work in such a hot climate, that sugar 
must be made, and negroes would not work unless they 
were slaves. They represented themselves as very kind 
masters, and described their bixidmen as a very contented 
and merry class of laborers. These planters were gen- 
erally dashing men, who spent freely the money they did 
not earn ; and their fine manners and smooth talk gave 
the impression that they must be gejttle men. 

People were slow to believe the accounts of cruelties 
practised in the West Indies by these polished gentle- 
men. But more and more facts were brought to light to 
prove that there was little to choose between the slave- 
trade and the system of Slavery. When the honest 
masses of the British people became convinced that the 
slaves in the West Indies were entirely subject to the 
will of their masters, however licentious that will might 
be, and that they were kept in such brutal ignorance they 
could not read the Bible, they said at once that such a 
system ought to be abolished. They sent missionaries to 
the West Indies to teach the negroes. The planters con- 
sidered this an impertinent interference with their affairs. 
They said if slaves were instructed they would rise in 
rebellion against their masters. The English people re- 
plied that it must be a very bad system which made it 
dangerous for human beings to read the Bible. The 
more closely they inquired into thet subject, the more their 
indignation was roused. Brown faces and yellow fetces 
among the slaves told a shameful story of licentious mas- 
ters, while the chains and whips and other instruments 
of torture found on every plantation proved that severe 
treatment was universal. Again the honest masses of 
the English people rose up in their moral majesty and 



WEST INDIES. 129 

said that wrong should be righted. The government 
was un&vorable to the abolition of Slavery, and the aris- 
tocracy, with a few honorable exceptions, sympathized 
with the slaveholders. The West-Indian planters were 
boiling over with rage. They pulled down the chapels 
where the negroes met together to hear the words of 
Jesus; they mobbed the missionaries, they thrust them 
into dungeons, and two or three of them were killed. 
Some of the planters thought Slavery was a bad system, 
but they had to be very cautious in expressing such an 
opinion; for if they were even suspected of favoring 
abolition, their neighbors were sure to make them suffer 
for it in some way. £ven women seemed to be filled 
with the spirit of Furies, whenever the subject of Slavery 
was mentioned. One of them said, if she could get hold 
of Mr. Wilberforce she would tear his heart out Every- 
where one heard mournful predictions of the ruin and 
desolation that would follow emancipation. They insisted 
that negroes would not work unless they were slaves, and 
of course no crops could be raised ; and what was still 
more to be dreaded, they would murder all the whites 
and set fire to the towns. Sometimes they would pre- 
sent the subject from a benevolent point of view, and 
urge that it would be the greatest unkindness to the ne- 
groes to give them freedom ; for when they had no kind 
masters to take care of them they would certainly starve. 
The slaves of course found out that something in their 
favor was going on in England. They watched eagerly 
for the arrival of vessels ; they took notice of everything 
that was said ; if they could get hold of a scrap of news- 
paper they hid it away, and those who could read would 
read it privately to the others. If their masters were 
unusually cross, or swore more than coijamon, they would 

6* I 
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wink at each other and say, ^ There 's good news for us 
from England." 

The masters, on their part, watched the slaves closely. 
If thej were more silent than common, or if they ap- 
peared to be in better spirits than common, they sus- 
pected them of plotting insurrections. But the negroes 
did more wisely than that They believed that good 
people in England were working for them, and they tried 
to be patient till they were emancipated by law. There 
was but one exception to this. The planters in Jamaica 
were more bitter and furious than in the other islands. 
They formed societies to uphold Slavery, and made flam- 
ing speeches against the people and Parliament of Great 
Britain for "setting the slaves loose upon them," as they 
called it. They did not reflect that their colored ser- 
vants, as they passed in and out, heard this violent lan- 
guage and had sense enough to draw conclusions from it 
But they did draw from it a conclusion very dangerous 
to their masters. They had heard talk of emancipation 
for several years, and it seemed to them that the prom- 
ised freedom was a long time coming. In 1882, the 
speeches of the planters were so furious against the 
doings in Parliament, that the slaves received the idea 
that the British government had already passed laws for 
their freedom, and that their masters were cheating them 
out of the legal rights that had been granted them. It 
was a sad mistake for the poor fellows, and brought a 
great deal of suflering upon themselves and others. 

« 

They rose in insurrection, and it is said destroyed prop- 
erty to the amount of six millions of dollars. But in- 
stead of being protected by the British government, as 
they had expected, soldiers were sent over to put down 
the insurrection, and many of the negroes were shot and 
hung. 
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Meanwhile their friends in England were working for 
them zealously. They published pamphlets and papers 
and made speeches, and urgently petitioned Parliament 
to ^^ let the people go." One petition alone was signed 
by eight hundred thousand women. One of the members, 
pointing to the enormous roll, said : ^^ There is no use in 
trying longer to resist the will of the people. When all 
the women in Great Britain are knocking at the doors 
of Parliament, something must be done." 

The government and the aristocracy were very reluc- 
tant to comply with the demand of the people. But at 
last, after eleven years of more violent struggle than it 
had taken to suppress the African slave-trade, Slavery 
itself was abolished in the British West Indies forever. 
The decree was to go into effect on the Ist day of Au- 
gust, 1884. Up to the very last day, the planters per- 
sisted in saying that the measure would ruin the islands. 
They said the emancipated slaves would do no work, 
but would go round in lai^ g^^ngs, robbing, stealing, 
murdering the whites, burning the houses, and destroying 
the fields of sugar-cane. If the negroes had been revenge- 
ful, they might have done a great deal of mischief ; for 
there were five times as many colored people in the islands 
as there were whites. But they were so thankful to get 
their freedom at last, that there was no room in their 
hearts for bad feelings. The tears were in their eyes 
as they told each other the good news, and said, ^ Bress 
de Lord and de good English people." 

But many of the masters really believed their own 
alarming prophesies. When they found that emancipa- 
tion could not be prevented, numbers left the islands. 
Some of those who remained did not dare to undress 
and go to bed on the night of the 3 Ist of July ; and those 
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who tried to sleep were generally restless and easily 
startled. 

But while masters and mistresses were dreading to 
hear screams and alarms of fire, their emancipated slaves 
were flocking to the churches to offer up prayers and 
hymns of thanksgiving. 

In the island of Antigua there were thirty thousand 
slaves when the midnight clock began to strive twelve, 
on the 3 1st of July, 1834; and when it had done strik- 
ing they were all free men and free women. ' It was a 
glorious moment, never to be foi^otten by them dur- 
ing the remainder of their lives. The Wesleyan Meth- 
odists kept watch-night in all their chapels. One of the 
missionaries who exhorted the emancipated people and 
prayed with them thus described the solemn scene : — 

^ The spacious house was filled with the candidates for 
liberty. All was animation and eagerness. A mighty 
chorus of voices swelled the song of expectation and joy ; 
and as they united in prayer, the voice of the leader was 
drowned in the universal acclamations of thanksgiving 
and praise and blessing and honor and glory to God, 
who had come down for their deliverance. In such exer- 
cises the evening was spent, until the hour of twelve 
i^proached. The missionary then proposed that when 
the cathedral clock should begin to strike, the whole 
congregation should fall on their knees, and receive the 
boon of freedom in silence. Accordingly, as the loud 
bell tolled its first note, the crowded assembly prostrated 
themselves. All was silence, save the quivering, half- 
stifled breath of the struggling spirit Slowly the tones 
of the clock fell upon the waiting multitude. Peal on 
peal, peal on peal, rolled over the prostrate throng, 
like angels' voices, thrilling their weary heartstrings. 
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Scarcely had the last tone soanded, when lightning 
flashed vividly, and a loud peal of thunder rolled 
through the sky. It was God's pillar of fire. His 
trump of jubilee. It was followed by a moment of pro- 
found silence. Then came the outburst They shouted 
< Glory I Hallelujah I ' They clapped their hands, they 
leaped up, they fell down, they clasped each other in 
their free arms, they cried, they laughed, they went to 
and fro, throwing upward their unfettered hands. High 
above all, a mighty sound ever and anon swelled up. It 
was the utterance of gratitude to God. 

'^ After this gush of excitement had spent itself, the 
congregation became calm, and religious exercises were 
resumed. The remainder of the night was spent in sing- 
ing and prayer, in reading the Bible, and in addresses 
from the missionaries, explaining the nature of the freedom 
just received, and exhorting the people to be industrious, 
steady, and obedient to the laws, and to show themselves 
in all things worthy of the high boon God had conferred 
upon them. 

"The 1st of August came on Friday; and a release 
from all work was proclaimed until the next Monday. 
The great mass of the negroes spent the day chiefly in 
the churches and chapels. The clergy and missionaries 
throughout the island actively seized the opportunity to 
enlighten the people on all the duties and responsibilities 
of their new relation. The day was like a Sabbath. A 
Sabbath, indeed, when 'the wicked ceased from troubling 
and the weary were at rest' 

'' The most kindly of the planters went to the chapels 
where their own people were assembled, and shook hands 
with them, and exchanged hearty good wishes. 

''At Grace Hill, a Moravian missionary station, the 
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emancipated negroes begged to have a sunrise meeting 
on the 1st of August, as thej had been accustomed to 
have at Easter; and as it was the Easter morning of their 
freedom, the request was granted. The people all dressed 
in white, and walked arm in arm to the chapel. There ^ 
hjmn of thanksgiving was sung hj the whole congregation 
kneeling. The singing was frequently interrupted by the 
tears and sobs of the melted people, until finally they 
were overwhelmed by a tumult of emotion. 

" There was not a single dance by night or day ; not 
even so much as a fiddle played. There were no drunken 
carousals, no riotous assemblies. The emancipated were 
as far from dissipation and debauchery as they were from 
violence and carnage. Gratitude was the absorbing emo- 
tion. From the hill-tops and the valleys the cry of a 
disenthralled people went upward, like the sound of many 
waters : < Glory to God ! Glory to God ! ' " 

Mr. Bleby, one of the Methodist missionaries in Ja- 
maica, thus describes the same night in that island : — 

^The church where the emancipated people assembled, 
at ten o'clock at night, was very large ; but the aislei>, the 
gallery stairs, the communion-place, the pulpit stairs, were 
all crowded ; and there were thousands of people round 
the building, at every open door and window, looking in. 
We thought it right and proper that our Christian people 
should receive their freedom as a boon from Gk)d, in 
the house of prayer ; and we gathered them together in 
the church for a midnight service. Our mouths had 
been closed about Slavery up to that time. We could 
not quote a passage that had reference even to sptr- 
itucU emancipation, without endangering our lives. The 
planters had a law of ^ constructive treason,' that doomed 
any man to death who made use of language tending to 
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excite a desire for liberty among the slaves; and they 
found treason in the Bible and sedition in the hymns of 
Watts and Wesley, and we had to be very careful how 
we used them. You may imagine with what feelings I 
saw myself emancipated from this thraldom, and free to 
proclaim Miberty to the captive, and the opening of prison 
doors to them that were bound.' I took for my text, 
' Proclaim liberty throughout all the land, unto all the 
inhabitants thereof. It shall be a jubilee unto you." 

'^ A few minutes before midnight, I requested all the 
people to kneel down in silent prayer to God, as befitting 
the solemnity of the hour. I looked down upon them as 
they knelt. The silence was broken only by sobs of 
emotion, which it was impossible to repress. The clock 
began to strike. It was the knell of Slavery in all the 
British possessions ! It proclaimed liberty to eight hun- 
dred thousand human beings I When I told them they 
might rise, what an outburst of joy there was among that 
mass of people I The dock had ceased to strike, and 
they were slaves no longer! Mothers were hugging 
their babes to their bosoms, old white-headed men em- 
bracing their children and husbands clasping their wives 
in their arms. By and by all was still again, and I gave 
out a hymn. You may imagine the feelings with which 
these people, just emerging into freedom, shouted 

* Send the glad tidings o'er the sea! . 
His chains are broke, the slave is free! * " 

But though the dreaded 1st of August passed away 
so peacefully and pleasantly, the planters could not get 
rid of the idea that their laborers would not work after 
they were free. Mr. Daniell, who managed several 
estates in Antigua, talking of the subject, two years afler« 
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ward, with an American gentleman from Kentucky, said : 
^ I expected some irregularities would follow such a pro- 
digious change in the condition of the negroes. I sup- 
posed there would be some relaxation from labor during 
the week that followed emancipation ; but on Monday 
morning, I found all mj hands in the field, not one miss- 
ing. The same daj I received a message from another 
estate, of which I was proprietor, that the negroes, to a 
man, had refused to go into the field. I immediately 
rode to the estate, and found the laborers, with hoes in 
their hands, doing nothing. Accosting them in a friendly 
manner, I inquired, * What is the meaning of this ? How 
is it that jou are not at work this morning ? ' They 
immediately replied, ^ It 's not because we don't want to 
work, massa ; but we wanted to see you, first and fore- 
most, to know what the bargain would be.' As soon aa 
that matter was settled, the whole body of negroes turned 
out cheerfully." Another manager declared that the 
largest gang he had ever seen in the field, on his prop- 
erty, turned out the week after emancipation. And 
such in fact was the universal testimony of the managers 
throughout Antigua. 

In the days of Slavery, it had always, been customary 
to order out the militia during the Christmas holidays, 
when the negroes were in the habit of congregating in 
large numbers, to enjoy the festivities of the season. But 
the December afler emancipation, the Governor issued 
a proclamation, that, " in consequence of ike abolition of 
Slavery^' there was no further need of taking that pre- 
caution. And it is a fact that there have been no sol- 
diers out at Chnstmas from that day to this. 

Unfortunately the British government had been so far 
infiuenced by the representations of the planters, that the 
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plan of emancipation they adopted was a gradual one. 
All children under six years old were unconditionally 
free, the magistrates alone had power to punish, and no 
human being could be sold. But the slaves, under the 
new name of apprentices, were obliged to work for their 
masters six years longer without wages, except one day 
and a half in the week, which the law decreed should be 
their own. The number of hours they were to work 
each day was also stipulated by law. This was certainly 
a great improvement in their condition ; but it was not 
all they had expected. They were peaceable, and worked 
more cheerfully than they had done while they were 
slaves ; for now a definite date was fixed when they 
should own all their time, and they knew that every 
week brought them nearer to it Still they felt that 
entire justice had not been done to them. Sometimes 
white men asked them if they would work when they 
were entirely free. They answered, " In Slavery time 
we work; now we work better; den how you tink we 
work when we free^ when we get faid for work \ " Some- 
times people said to them, '' 1 suppose you expect to do 
just as you please when you are your own masters?" 
They replied: "We 'spect to 'bey de law. In oder 
countries where dey is all free dey hab de law. We 
could n't get along widout de law. In Slavery time, 
massa would sometimes slash we when we do as well as 
we could; but de law don't do harm to anybody dat 
behaves himself. 'Frenticeship is bad enough; but we 
know de law make it so, and for peace' sake we will be 
satisfy. But we murmur in we minds." 

In the island of Antigua, planters rejected the plan of 
apprenticeship. They said, " K the negroes muii be free, 
let them be free at once, mthout any more fuss and 
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trouble." The result proved that they judged wisely for 
their own interest, as well as for the comfort and en- 
couragement of their laborers. When the negroes found 
that they were paid for every day's work, they put their 
whole hearts into it So zealous were they to earn 
wages, that they sometimes worked by moonlight, or by 
the light of fires kindled among the dry cane-stalks. In 
all respects, the change from the old order of things to 
the new went on more smoothly in Antigua than it did 
anywhere else. ■ 

In the islands where apprenticeship was tried, the 
ii'ritability of the masters made it work worse than it 
would otherwise have done. All that most of them 
seemed to care for was to get as much work out of their 
servants as they could, during the six years that they 
were to work without wages, and it vexed them that they 
could not use the lash whenever they pleased. They 
took away various little privileges which they had been 
accustomed to grant ; while during four days and a half 
of the week the apprentices received no wages to com- 
pensate them for the loss of those privileges. Being 
deprived of the power to sell the children, they refused 
to supply them with any food. In fact, they contrived 
every way to make the colored people think they had 
better have remained slaves. But if they called out, 
" Work faster, you black rascal, or I '11 flog you ! " the 
apprentices would sometimes lose patience, and answer, 
" You can't flog we how." That would make the master 
very angry, and he would send the apprentice to a mag- 
istrate to be punished for impudence. The magistrates 
were the associates of the planters ; they ate their good 
dinners, and rode about in their carriages. Consequently, 
they were more inclined to believe them than they were 
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to believe their servants. The laborers became so well 
aware of this, that they were accustomed to saj to each 
other, ^ It 's of no use for us to apply to the magistrates. 
They are so poisoned by massa's turtle-soup.'' It has 
been computed by missionaries that, in the course of two 
years, sixty thousand apprentices received, among them 
all, two hundred and fifty thousand lashes, besides fifty 
thousand other legalized pun^hments, such as the tread- 
mill and the chain-gang. 

The planters were full of complaints to travellers who 
visited the West Indies. If they were asked, "Why 
don't you emancipate your laborers entirely, and give 
them wages, as they do in Antigua, — they have no such 
troubles there ? " the prejudiced men would shake their 
heads and answer : '^ Negroes will not work without being 
flogged. We must get what we can out of them before 
1840; for when they are their own masters they will 
rob, murder, or starve, rather than labor." 

Planters who manifested a more kind and considerate 
disposition' had pleasanter relations with their servants, 
and they never found any difficulty in procuring as much 
labor as they wanted. Some made it easy for their 
apprentices to buy the remainder of their time ; and it 
was soon observed that those who owned all their time 
worked faster and better than those who were without 
that stimulus. The idea gained ground that uncondi- 
tional emancipation would be better both for masters and 
servants. The Marquis of Sligo, the humane Grovernor 
of Jamaica, set a good example by emancipating all his 
apprentices. People in England began to petition Par- 
liament to abolish the apprenticeship, on the ground that 
* it proved unsatisfactory and troublesome to all parties. 
The result was that all the apprentices in the British 
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West Indies were made entirely free on the Ist of Aa- 
gasty 1838. Mr. Phillippo, a Baptist missionary in Ja- 
maica, tkas describes the observance of the day in that 
island : ^ On the preceding evening, the missionary sta- 
tions throaghoat the ishind were crowded with people, 
filling all the places of worship. They remained at their 
devotions till the day of liberty dawned, when they 
sainted it with joyous aqplamations. Then they dis- 
persed through the towns and villages, singing ^ God save 
the queen,' and rending the air with their shouts, — 
* Freedom *s come I ' ' We 're free ! we 're free I ' * Our 
wives and children are fr'ee!' During the day, the 
places of worship were crowded to suffocation. The 
scenes presented exceeded all description. Joyous ex- 
citement pervaded the whole island. At Spanish Town, 
the Governor, Sir Lionel Smith, addressed the emanci- 
pated people, who formed a procession of seven thousand, 
and escorted the children of the schools, about two thou- 
sand in number, to the Grovemment House. They bore 
banners and flags with various inscriptions, of which the 
following are samples : ' Education, Religion, and Social 
Order'; 'August First, 1838, — the Day of our Free- 
dom ' ; ' Tnith and Justice have at last prevailed.' The 
children sang before the Government House, and his 
Excellency made a speech characterized by simplicity 
and kindness, which was received with enthusiastic cheers. 
The procession then escorted their pastor to his house. 
In front of the Baptist Chapel were three triumphal 
arches, decorated with leaves and flowers, and surmounted 
by flags bearing the inscriptions, ' Freedom has come ! ' 
' Slavery is no more ! ' ' The chains are broken, Africa 
is free ! ' There were many flags bearing the names of 
their English benefactors, — Qarkson, Wilberforce, Sligo, 
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Tbompson, etc. When these were unfurled, the enthu- 
siasm of the multitude rose to the highest pitch. For 
nearly an hour the air rang with exulting shouts, in 
which the shrill voices of two thousand chOdren joined, 
singing, ' We 're free I we 're free I ' Several of the 
kindly disposed planters gave rural fttM to the laborers. 
Long tables were spread in the lawns, arches of ever- 
greens were festooned with flowers, and on the trees 
floated banners bearing the names of those who had been 
most conspicuous in bringing about this blessed result. 
Songs were sung, speeches made, prayers oifered, and a 
plentiful repast eaten. Mr. Phillippo says : ^ The con- 
duct of the newly emancipated peasantry would have 
done credit to Christians of the most civilized country in 
the world. They were dean in their persons, and neat 
in their attire. Their behavior was modest, unassuming, 
and decorous in a high degree. There was no crowding, 
no vulgar familiarity, but all were courteous and obliging 
to each other, as members of one harmonious family. 
There was no dancing, gambling, or carousing. All 
seemed to have a sense of the obligations they owed 
to their masters, to each other, and to the civil authori- 
ties. The masters who were present at these fUe% con- 
gratulated their former dependents on the boon they had 
received, and hopes were mutually expressed that all past 
difierences and wrongs might be forgiven." 

On some of the estates where these festivals were held 
the laborers, with few individual exceptions, went to work 
as usual on the following day. Many of them gave their 
first week of free labor as an offering of .good-will to 
their masters. Thus the period from which many of the 
planters had apprehended the worst consequences passed 
away in peace and harmony. 
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It is now twenty-seven years since the laborers in the 
British West Indies have been made entirely free ; and 
the missionaries, the magistrates, and even the masters 
agree that the laborers are much more faithful and indus- 
trious under the new system than they were under the 
iron rule of Slavery. It is true, some of the old plant- 
ers growled as long as they lived. They had always 
predicted that freedom would bring ruin on all classes, 
and it vexed them to see the negroes behaving so well. 
They, however, made the most of the fact that there was 
less sugar made than in former years. It was their own 
fault. The emancipated slaves wanted to stay and work 
on the plantations where they had always lived. But the 
masters could not give up their old habits of meanness 
and tyranny. Their laborers could scarcely support life 
with the very small wages they received ; and yet they 
took from them the little patches of provision-ground 
which they had formerly had, and charged them enor- 
mously high rent for their miserable little huts. It 
seemed as if they wanted to drive them to robbery, that 
they might say, " We told you it would be so, if you set 
them free." 

But the freedmen disappointed them. Under all dis- 
couragements, they persisted in behaving well. When 
they found that they could not get a living on the old 
plantations where they wanted to stay, they went to work 
on railroads, and wherever they could find employment 
They laid up as much as they could of their wages, and 
bought bits of land, on which they built comfortable cabins 
for themselves, and laid out little gardens. Their wives 
and children raised poultry and tended a cow, and carried 
vegetables and butter and eggs to market, in baskets 
poised on their heads. With the money thus earned 
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thej bought more land and added to their little stock 
of furniture. Though the men received only from eigh- 
teen to twenty-four cents a day, out of which they boarded 
themselves, they were so industrious and saving that in 
four years the fireedmen in Jamaica alone had bought and 
paid for one hundred thousand acres of land, and put up 
dwellings thereon. Mr. Phillippo states, that during that 
time as many as two hundred new villages of freedmen 
were formed. These villages generally received the 
names of benefactors, such as. Clarkson, Wilberforce, 
Thompson, &c To their own little homes they also 
gave. names indicative of their gratitude and content- 
ment They called them ^'Save Bent," ''A Little of 
My Own," " Heart's Love," " Liberty and Content," 
« Happy Retreat," "Jane's Delight," "Thank God to 
see It," &C. 

Mr. Phillippo says : — 

"These free villages are regularly laid out The 
houses are small, many of them built of stone or wood, 
with shingled roofs, green blinds, and verandahs, to shield 
them from the sun. Most of them are neatly thatched, 
and generally plastered and whitewashed both outside 
and in. They now have looking-glasses, chairs, and side- 
boards decorated with pretty articles of glass and crock- 
ery. Each dwelling has its little plot of vegetables, 
generally neatly kept ; and many of them have flower- 
gardens in front, glowing with all the bright hues of the 
tropics. The groups often presented are worthy of the 
painter's pencil or the poet's song. Amid the stillness 
of a Sabbath evening, many families, afler their return 
frt>m the house of God, may be seen gathered together in 
the shadow of the trees, which overhang their cottages, 
singing hymns, or listening to the reading of the Scrip- 
tures, with none to molest or make them afraid." 
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cipation has proved a blessing both to the white and the 
black population. There is not a planter to be found 
there who would restore Slavery again, if his own wish 
could do it. 



THE LAST NIGHT OF SLAVERY. 



L' 



BT JAMBS MONTOOMERT. 

ET the floods clap their hands ! 
Let the mountains rejoice I 
Let all the glad lands 
Breathe a jubilant voice ! 
The sun, that now sets on the waves of the sea, 
Shall gild with his rising the land of the &ee ! 

Let the islands be glad ! 

For their King in his might, 
Who his glory hath clad 
With a garment of light, 
Li the waters the beams of his chambers hath laid, 
And in the green waters his pathway hath made. 

Dispel the blue haze. 

Golden Fountain of Mom ! 
With meridian blaze 
The wide ocean adorn ! 
The sunlight has touched the glad waves of the sea, 
And day now illumines the land of the Free ! 
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MADISON WASHINGTON. 

BT L. MABIA CHILD. 

THIS man was a slave, bom in Virginia. His lot 
was more tolerable tban that of many who are 
doomed to bondage ; but from his early youth he always 
longed to be free. Nature had in fact made him too 
intelligent and energetic to be contented in Slavery. 
Perhaps he would have attempted to escape sooner 
than he did, had he not become in love with a beautiful 
octoroon slave named Susan. She was the daughter of 
her master, and the blood of the white race predomi- 
nated in several of her ancestors. Her eyes were blue, 
and her glossy dark hair fell in sofl, silky ringlets. Her 
lover was an unmixed black, and he also was handsome. 
His features were well formed, and his large dark eyes 
were very bright and expressive. He had a manly air, 
his motions were easy and dignified, and altogether he 
looked like a being that would never consent to wear a 
chain. 

If he had hated Slavery before, he naturally hated it 
worse after he had married Susan; for a handsome 
woman, who is a slave, is constantly liable to insult and 
wrong, from which an enslaved husband has no power to 
protect her. They laid plans to escape ; but unfor- 
tunately their intention was discovered before they could 
carry it into effect. To avoid being sold to the far 
South, where he could have no hopes of ever rejoining 
his beloved Susan, he ran to the woods, where he re- 
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mained concealed several months, suffering much from 
privation and anxiety. His wife* knew where he was, 
and succeeded in conveying some messages to him, with- 
out being detected. She persuaded him not to wait for a 
chance to take her with him, but to go to Canada and 
earn money enough to buy her freedom, and then she 
would go to him. 

He travelled only in the night, and by careful manage- 
ment, afler a good deal of hardship, he reached the 
Northern States, and passed into Canada. There he 
let himself out to work on the farm of a man named 
Dickson. He was so strong, industrious, intelligent, and 
well behaved, that the farmer hoped to keep him a long 
time in his employ. He never mentioned that he was 
bom a slave; for the idea was always hateful to him, 
and he thought also that circumstances might arise 
which would render it prudent to keep his o^n secret. 
He showed little inclination for conversation, and oc- 
capied every leisure moment in learning to read and 
write. He remained there half a year, without anj 
tidings from his wife ; for there are many difficulties in 
the way of slaves communicating with each other at a 
distance. He became sad and restless. His employer 
noticed it, and tried to cheer him up. One day he said 
to him: ^Madison, you seem to be discontented. What 
have you to complain of? Do you think you are not 
treated well here ? Or are you dissatisfied with the 
wages I give you?" 

" I have no complaint to make of my treatment, sir,** 
replied Madison. " You have been just and kind to me ; 
and since you manifest so much interest in me, I will tell 
you what it is that makes me so gloomy." 

He then related his story, and told how his heart was 
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homesick for his dear Susan. He said she was so hand- 
some that they would ask a high price for her, and he 
had been calculating that it would take him years to 
earn enough to buy her ; meanwhile, he knew not what 
might happen to her. There was no law to protect a 
slave, and he feared all sorts of things ; especially, he 
was afraid they might sell her to the far South, where 
he could never trace her. So he said he had made 
up his mind to go back to Virginia and try to bring 
her away. Mr. Dickson urged him not to attempt it. 
He reminded him of the dangers he would incur : that he 
would run a ^eat risk of getting back into Slavery, 
and that perhaps he himself would be sold to the far 
South, where he never would be able to communicate 
with his wife. But Madison replied, *' I am well aware 
of that, sir ; but freedom does me no good unless Susan 
can share it with me." 

He accordingly left his safe place of refuge, and started 
for Virginia. He had free-papers made out, which he 
thought would protect him till he arrived in the neigh- 
borhood where he was known. He also purchased sev- 
eral small files and saws, which he concealed in the lin- 
ing of his clothes. With these tools he thought he could 
effect his escape from prison, if he should be taken up on 
the suspicion of being a runaway slave. Passing through 
the State of Ohio, he met several who had previously 
seen him on his way to Canada. They all tried to per- 
suade him not to go back to Virginia ; telling him there 
were nine chances out of ten that he would get caught 
and carried back into Slavery again. But his answer 
always was, " Freedom does me no good while my wife 
is a slave." 

When he came to the region where he was known, he 
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hid in woods and swamps during the day, and travelled 
only in the night. ' At last he came in sight of his mas- 
ter's farm, and hid himself in the woods near by. There 
he remained several days, in a dreadful state of suspense 
and anxiety. He could not contrive any means to obtain 
ibformation concerning his wife. He was afraid they 
might have sold her, for fear she would follow him. He 
prowled about in the night, in hopes of seeing some old 
acquaintance, who would tell him whether she was still 
at the old place ; but he saw no. one whom he could ven- 
ture to trust. At last fortune favored him. One even- 
ing he heard many voices singing, and he knew by their 
songs that they were slaves. As they passed up the 
road, he came out from the woods and joined them. 
There were so many of them that the addition of one 
more was not noticed. He found that they were slaves 
from several plantations, who had permits from their 
masters to go to a corn-shucking. They were merry, for 
they were expecting to have a lively time and a comfort- 
able supper. Being a moonless evening, they could not 
see Madison's face, and he was careful not to let them 
discover who he was. He went with them -to the corn- 
shucking; and, keeping himself in the shadow all the 
time, he contrived, in the course of conversation, to find 
out all he wanted to know. Susan was not sold, and she 
was living in the same house where he had left her. He 
was hungry, for he had been several days without food, 
except such as he could pick up in the woods ; but he 
did not dare to show his face at the supper, where dozens 
would be sure to recognize him. So he skulked away 
into the woods again, happy in the consciousness that his 
Susan was not far off. 

He resolved to attempt to see her the next night He 
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was afraid to tap at her window afler all the people in 
the Great House were abed and asleep ; for, as she sup- 
posed he was in Canada, he thought she might be fright- 
ened and call somebody. He therefore ventured to 
approach her room in the evening. Unfortunately, the 
overseer saw him, and called a number of whites, who 
rushed into the room just as he entered it He fought 
hard, and knocked down three of them in his efforts to 
escape. But they struck at him with their bowie-knives 
till he was so faint with loss of blood that he could resist 
no longer. They chained him and carried him to Rich- 
mond, where he was placed in the jail. His prospects 
were now dreary enough. His long-cherished hope of 
being reunited to his dear wife vanished away in the 
darkness of despair. 

There was a slave-trader in Richmond buying a gang 
of slaves for the market of New Orleans. Madison 
Washington was sold to him, and carried on board the 
brig Creole, owned by Johnson and Eperson, of Rich- 
mond, and commanded by Captain Enson. The brig was 
lying at the dock waiting for her cargo, which consisted 
of tobacco, hemp, flax, and slaves. There were two 
separate cabins for the slaves : one for the men and the 
other for the women. Some of the poor creatures be- 
longed to Johnson and Eperson, «ome to Thomas Mo- 
Cargo, and some to Henry Hewell. Each had a little 
private history of separation and sorrow. There was 
many a bleeding heart there, beside the noble heart that 
was 'throbbing in the bosom of Madison Washington. 
His purchasers saw that he was intelligent, and they 
knew that he was sold for having escaped to Canada. 
He was therefore chained to the floor of the cabin and 
closely watched. He seemed quiet and even cheeiiiil, 



152 THE FBEEDMEN»S BOOK. 

and they concluded that he was reconciled to his fate. 
On the contrary, he was never further from such a state 
of mind. He closely observed the slaves who were in 
the cabin with him. His discriminating eye soon selected 
those whom he could trust To them he whispered that 
there were more than a hundred slaves on board, and 
few whites. He had his saws and files still hidden in 
the lining of his clothes. These were busily used to 
open their chains, while the captain and crew were asleep. 
They still continued to wear their. chains, and no one 
suspected that they could slip their hands and feet out at 
their pleasure. 

When the Creole had been nine days out they encoun- 
tered rough weather. Most of the slaves were sea-sick, 
and therefore were not watched so closely as usual. On 
the night of November 7, 1841, the wind was blowing 
hard. The captain and mate were on deck, and nearly 
all the crew. Mr. Henry Hewell, one of the owners of 
the cargo of slaves, who had formerly been a slave-driver 
on a plantation, was seated on the companion, smoking a 
cigar. The first watch had just been summoned, when 
Madison Washington sprang on deck, followed by eigh- 
teen other slaves. They seized whatever they could find 
to use as weapons. Hewell drew a pistol from under his 
coat, fired at one of the slaves and killed him. Madison 
Washington struck at him with a capstan-bar, and he fisll 
dead at his feet. The first and second mates both at>- 
tacked Madison at once. His strong arms threw them 
upon the deck wounded, but not killed. He fought for 
freedom, not for revenge ; and as soon as they had dis- 
armed the whites and secured them safely, he called out 
to his accomplices not to shed blood. With his own 
hands he dressed the wounds of the crew, and told them 
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they had Dothing to fear if they would obey his orders. 
The man who had been a chained slave half an hour 
before was now master of the vessel, and his grateful 
companions called him Captain Washington. Being ig- 
norant of navigation, he told Merritt, the first mate, that 
he should have the freedom of the deck, if he would take 
an oath to carry the brig faithfully into the nearest port 
of the British West Indies; and he was afraid to do 
otherwise. 

The next morning Captain Washington ordered the 
cook to prepare the best breakfast the store-room could 
furnish, for it was his intention to ^ve all the freed slaves 
a good meal. The women, who had been greatly fright- 
ened by the tumult the night before, were glad enough to 
come out of their close cabin into the fresh air. . And 
who do you think was among them ? Susan, the beauti- 
ful young wife of Madison, was there I She had been 
accused of communicating with her husband in Canada, 
and being therefore considered a dangerous person, she 
had been sold to the slave-trader to be carried to the 
market of New Orleans. Neither of them knew that 
the other Was on board. With a cry of surprise and joy 
they rushed into each other's arms. The freed slaves 
threw up their caps and hurrahed again and again, till the 
sea-gulls wondered at the noise. O, it was a joyful, joy- 
ful time ! Captain Washington was repaid for all he had 
suffered. He had gafhed his own liberty, after having 
struggled for.it in vain for years ; he had freed a hundred 
and thirty-four of his oppressed brethren and sisters; 
and he had.his beloved Susan in his arms, carrying her 
to a land where the laws would protect their domestic 
happiness. He felt richer at that moment than any king 
with a golden crown upon his head. 

7* 
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There had been but two lives lost. One white man 
was killed in the affray, and he was the slave-driver who 
shot down one of the slaves. Captain Enson and others 
who were wounded were kindly cared for by Captain 
Washington. They proved ungl*ateful, and tried to re- 
gain possession of the vessel and the slaves. The blacks 
were so exasperated by this attempt^ that they wanted to 
kill all the whites on board. But Captain Washington 
called out to them : " We have got our liberty, and that 
is all we have been fighting for. Let no more blood be 
shed! I have promised to protect these men. They 
have shown that they are not worthy of it ; but let us be 
magnanimous." 

Next morning the Creole arrived at Nassau, in the 
island of New Providence. Captain Washington and 
his companions sprang out upon free soil. There he and 
his beloved Susan are living under the protection of laws 
which make no distinctions on account of complexion. 



EXTRACT FROM THE VIRGINIA BILL OF- RIGHTS. 

" The election of members to serve as representatives of the 
people in Assembly ought to be. free ; and all men having suf- 
ficient evidence of permanent common interest with, and at- 
tachment to, the community have the right of suffrage ; and 
they cannot be taxed, or deprived of their property for public 
uses, without their own consent, or that of their representa- 
tives so elected ; nor can they be bound by any law to which 
they have not assented, in like manner, for the public good." 

The Virginia Bill of Rights was unanimously adopted by 
the people, in June, 1776 ; and when they met, in January, 
1830, to amend the constitution of the State, they voted that 
the Bill of Rights needed no amendment. 



PBAISE OF CBEATION. 155 



PRAISE OF CREATION. 

BT GEOROB HORTON. 

CREATION fires my tongue I 
Nature, thy anthems raise, 
And spread the universal song 
Of thy Creator's praise. 

When each revolving wheel 
Assumed its sphere suhlime, 

Submissive Earth then heard the peal, 
And struck the march of time. 

The march in heaven begun, 
And splendor filled the skies, 

When Wisdom bade the morning sun 
With joy from chaos rise. 

The angels heard the tune 

Throughout creation ring ; 
They seized their golden harps as soon, 

And touched on every string.^ 

When time and space were young. 

And music rolled along, 
The morning stars together sung, 

And heaven was drowned in song. 
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FREDEHICK DOUGLASS. 



BY L. MARIA. CHILD. 



CAPTAIN ANTHONY owned two or three farms 
on the eastern shore of Maryland, and held about 
thirty slaves. One of them, a black woman named Betsy, 
married a free black man named Isaac Baily; and they 
had a numerous family of children, all of whom were, of 
course, slaves to Captain Anthony. When she became 
an old widow she lived in a hut separate from the other 
slaveis, and was principally employed in nursing troops 
of babies, which her children brought into the world for 
the benefit of their master. Somewhere about the year 
1817, Harriet, the youngest of her five daughters, gave 
birth to a boy, on whom she bestowed the high-sounding 
name of Frederick Augustus Washington Baily. As 
she could not be spared from field-work, baby Frederick 
joined the band of little slaves that were under his grand- 
mother's care. Her hut was made of logs, with no win- 
dows, a clay floor, and a mud chimney. But the children 
were as well satisfied with it as if it had been a palace. 
They were too young to know that they were slaves, and 
they were as happy as little wild animals. They imitated 
the noises made by cats, dogs, pigs, and barn-yard fowls, 
and rolled over and over on the ground, laughing at their 
own fun. If the mud or dust made them uncomfortable, 
they walked into the river without undressing; for the 
short tow shirt, which was their only gai*ment, was washed 
by swimming, and soon dried in the sunshine. There 
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was a wood close by, and it was one of their greatest 
pleasures to watch the squirrels as they frisked about, or ' 
Eat on the stumps eating nuts. Near the hut was a well, 
with its beam placed between the boughs of an old tree, 
and so well balanced that the children could easily help 
themselves to water. Down in a valley, not far off, was 
a water-mill, where people went to get their com ground. 
It was capital sport to play at fishing in the mill-pond, 
with thread lines, and hooks made of bent pins ; and they 
were never tired of seeing the big wheel turn round, 
thi'owing off great drops of water that sparkled in the 
sunshine. They lived mostly on com mush, which they 
ate from a big wooden tray, with oyster-shells for spoons. 
But they were as healthy as little pigs, and enjoyed their 
coarse food as well. 

• . The greatest of their blessings was their good grand- 
mother, who nursed them kindly and did all she could 
to make them happy. They loved her dearly ; and when 
she was obliged to leave them for a short time, tliey 
greeted her return with merry shouts. She was ad- 
vanced in years, and the hair that peeped from under 
the folds of her turban was very gray. But she was 
remarkably strong for her- age, straight in her figure, 
and quick in her motions. She was very expert at catch- 
ing fish, and sometimes spent half the day in the water 
She also made excellent nets to catch shad and herring ; 
and, as these nets sold extremely well. Captain Anthony 
still found the old slave profitable. She had the name 
of being bom to good luck, because whatever business 
she undertook prospered in her hands. She raised such 
excellent sweet potatoes that people often sent for her 
to plant for them, saying, " If Gran'ma Betty touches 
them they 'U be sure to fiourish." But the secret of her 
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good luck was her intelligence and carefulness. When 
she dug potatoes she took pains not to cut or bruise them ; 
and in winter she protected them from frost in a hole 
tmder her hearth. 

Freddy's poor mother was not allowed the comfort of 
being with her child. She was let out to work in the 
fields, twelve miles off. Whenever she went to see her 
little boy she had to walk over all those miles twice in 
the night-time, after a hard day's work ; for if she was not 
back in the field by sunrise she was severely whipped. 
Freddy saw her but four or five times, and never by day- 
light. Sometimes she would lie down beside him and 
talk to him till he fell asleep, but when he woke she was 
always gone. He always remembered that she once took 
him on her knee and gave him a cake in the shape of a 
heart. Her rare visits made such an impression on him 
that he never forgot her personal appearance. She was 
tall and finely proportioned, with regular features and a 
deep black glossy complexion. Her manners were very 
sedate, her countenance downcast, and her eyes very sad. 
When he was nearly seven years old she died ; but he 
knew nothing about it till long afterward. In later years 
he heard that she could read, and that she was the only one 
of all the slaves in the neighborhood who possessed that 
advantage. He never discovered how she had learned. 
When she died he was too young to have heard anything 
from her lips concerning his father. He was always told 
that he was the son of a white man, and some whispered 
the name of his master. But he never knew who was his 
father, and could only conjecture why the eyes of his poor 
mother had such a sad expression. 

Captain Anthony did not carry on any of his own 
farms. He employed overseers for that purpose; and 
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however cruelly the slaves might be treated by the over- 
seers, they never could obtain any protection by applying 
to the '^ old master/' as they called him. All the interest 
he took in them was to have as much work as possible 
forced out of them, and to sell one every year to add to 
his income. He himself managed the afiTairs of Colonel 
Lloyd, a wealthy gentleman with numerous plantations 
and a thousand slaves. His home-plantation, on the river 
Miles, where he resided with his family, was about twelve 
miles from the hut where Frederick had been nursed. 
His manager. Captain Anthony, lived in a house on the 
same plantation, and was personally a stranger to his own 
little slaves. But the children had seen and heard of 
things which made the name of the " old master " a terror 
to them. Frederick's first great trouble was when he 
discovered that he was a slave, and that, as soon as he 
was big enough to work, he would have -to go to "old 
master." Nothing could exceed his dread of leaving the 
dear old home, and being separated from the kind friend 
of his childhood. When he was about eight years old, 
Captain Anthony sent for him ; but his grandmother kept 
it a secret, knowing how it would frighten him. One 
bright summer morning she told him she was going to 
Colonel Lloyd's plantation, and invited him to go with 
her. He had a curiosity to see the grand place of which 
he had heard so much ; so she took him by the hand and 
led him away from the happy home of his childhood, to 
which he never returned. She carefully concealed from 
him how her heart was swelling, and her tender ways did 
not lead him to suspect it When the unconscious little 
boy began to be overcome with fatigue she " toted " him 
on her strong shoulders. She scarcely seemed to feel the 
burden, and insisted upon carrying him a long way ; but he 
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felt too much of a man to permit it He was, however, 
a little afraid as they walked through the thick, dark 
woods; for sometimes the old knotted and gnarled stumps, 
when seen from a distance, looked like creatures with eyes 
and legs ; and he kept a tight hold of her gown till the 
monstrous things were safely passed. 

It was afternoon before they reached the famous Home 
Plantation of Colonel Lloyd. There he found every- 
thing very different from the solitude and poverty to 
which he had been accustomed. The plantation seemed 
like a village, there were so many large houses, and sta- 
bles, and out-buildings, and mechanics' shops, and such 
a long row of huts for the " slaves' quarters." Children 
were shouting and singing, and a great many men and 
women were hoeing in the fields. The children came 
crowding round Frederick, and asked him to go and play 
with them. He looked in his grandmother's face, and 
seeing that she seemed very sad, he begun to suspect that 
he was going to live with the " old master." He was 
unwilling to lose sight of her for a moment; but she 
patted him on the head, and said, ^ Be a good boy, and 
go and play with the cliildren. That one is your brother 
Perry, that is your sister Sarah, and that is your sister 
Eliza." He had heard of these brothers and sisters be- 
fore, but he had never seen them, and they seemed like 
strangers. He kept close to his grandmother ; but at 
last she persuaded him to follow the children to the back 
part of the house. He felt so shy that he stood leaning 
against the wall, looking on, while the others played. 
After a while, a little boy, who had been left in the 
kitchen, ran up to him, exclaiming, " Fed ! Fed I Grand- 
mammy 's gone!" He rushed after her, and when he 
found that she was gone ^ out of sight, he threw himself 
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on th6 ground and sobbed. His brother and sisters 
brought him peaches and pears, but he flung them away, 
and continued sobbing, till, overcome with sorrow and 
fatigue, he fell into a deep sleep. 

As Colonel Lloyd's plantation was not near any town, 
the barrels, wheels, shoes, and cloth that were needed by 
the numerous slaves were manu£Eu;tured by themselves. 
Large crops of grain and tobacco were raised and shipped 
for Baltimore. All the business of twenty or thirty other 
farms was transacted at this plantation, which was dis- 
tinguished by the name of " The Great House Farm " ; 
and as Captain Anthony was overseer of all the over- 
seers, he was kept very busy all the time. He took no 
notice of Freddy at first, but when told who the new- 
comer was, he patted him on the head and said, ^^ Yon 
are my little Indian boy." Occasionally when he met 
him he would speak aflectionately to him ; but he was a 
violent-tempered man, and Freddy soon learned to watch 
him closely when he saw him coming. If he was shak- 
ing his head or muttering to himself, he hastened to get 
out of his way, lest he should catch a blow without 
knowing what it was for. The slave children had no 
one to care for them but cross Katy, the cook, who cuffed 
them about, and kept all, except her own children, in 
such a half-starved condition, that Freddy often had a 
tussle with the dogs and cats for the bones that were 
thrown to them. Summer and winter, they had no cloth- 
ing but a coarse tow shirt that reached to the knees. 
They were provided with two a year ; and if they wore 
out before allowance-day came round, they went naked. 
They slept anywhere on the floor without covering. 
Freddy suffered much from cold. His naked feet were 
^racked open in great gashes in the winter. When he 
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could get a chance, he would creep into the meal-bag at 
night. So much for the care taken of their bodies ; and 
it fared no better with their souls. All the instruction 
they received was from Uncle Isaac, a crippled slave, 
who, being unable to work, taught the children to say 
the Lord's Prayer after him by rote, and switched them 
whenever they made a mistake. 

But Freddy was at an age to bear privations and 
troubles lightly, and to enjoy thoughtlessly whatever 
pleasant things came in his way. He had never seen 
anything so grand as The Great House, in which Colo- 
nel Lloyd resided. It was a large white building, with 
piazza and columns in front, surrounded by arbors, and 
grain-houses, and turkey-houses, and pigeon-houses, inter- 
spersed with grand old trees. There was an extensive 
lawn, kept as smooth as velvet, and ornamented with 
flowering shrubs. The carriage-road to and from the 
house made a circle round the lawn, and was paved with 
white pebbles from the beach. Outside of this enclosed 
space were extensive parks, where rabbits, deer, and 
other wild animals frisked about Flocks of red-winged 
blackbirds made the trees look gay, and filled the air 
with melody. Vessels on their way to Baltimore were 
continually in sight, and a sloop belonging to Colonel 
Lloyd lay in the river, with its pretty little boat bobbing 
about in the sparkling water. There was a windmill not 
far off, and the little slaves were never tired of watching 
the great wings go whirling round. " There was a creek 
to swim in, and crabs and clams and oysters to be got 
by wading and digging and raking for them. Freddy 
was glad enough to catch them when he had a chance, 
for he never had half enough to eat. He had one 
friend at The Great House. Daniel Lloyd, the Co|o- 
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nel's youngest son, liked to have him assist in his sports. 
He protected him when bigger boys wanted to make war 
upon him, and sometimes he gave him a cake. Cap- 
tain Anthony's family consisted of a son, Andrew, and 

• 

a daughter, Lucretia, who had married Captain Thomas 
Auld. Mrs. Lucretia took a fancy to bright little Freddy. 
She liked to hear him sing, and often spoke a kind word 
to him. This emboldened him so much, that when he 
was very hungry he would go and sing under the window 
where she sat at work, and she would generally give him 
a piece of bread, sometimes with butter on it. That was 
a great treat for a boy who was fed all the time on com 
mush, and could not get half enough of that. Ilis busi- 
ness was to clean the front yard, to keep fowls out of the 
garden, to drive the cows home from pasture, and to run 
of errands. He had a good deal of time to play with 
his little relatives, and with the young slaves at Colonel 
Lloyd's, who called him " Captain Anthony Fed." He 
was such a mere boy, that it is no wonder so many new 
people and things soon cured him of homesickness for his 
grandmother, who could very seldom get time to trudge 
twelve miles to see him. 

But though his slave-life was not without gleams of 
enjoyment, he saw and heard much that was painful. 
At one time he would see Colonel Lloyd compel a faith- 
ful old slave get down upon his knees to be fogged for 
not keeping the hair of his horses sufficiently smooth. 
At another time, the overseer would shoot a slave dead 
for refusing to come up to be whipped. Ever and anon 
some of them were sold to Greorgia slave-traders, and 
there was weeping and wailing in the families they left 
behind. On the premises of his own master, he was not 
unfrequently wakened in the night by the screams and 
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groans of slaves who were being lashed. One of Cap- 
tain Anthony's slaves, named Esther, was the sister of 
Freddy's mother. She had a pretty face and a graceful 
shape. She and a handsome young slave of Colonel 
Lloyd's were much attached, and wished to marry. But 
her' old master, for reasons of his own, forbade her to 
see her lover, and if he suspected them of meeting he 
would abuse the poor girl in a most shocking manner. 
Freddy was too young at the time to understand the full 
significance of this cruel treatment ; but when he thought 
of it in after years, it explained to him why his poor 
mother had always looked so downcast and sad. As for 
himself, he managed to escape very severe punishment, 
though Captain Anthony not unfrequently whipped him 
for some carelessness or mischief. But when he saw the 
plantation-laborers, even of so rich a man as Colonel 
Lloyd, driven out to toil from early morning to dusk, 
shivering in the cold winds, or dripping with rain, with 
no covering but a few coarse tow rags, he could not help 
thinking, that such was likely to be his fate when he was 
older. Young as he was, he had a great dread of being 
a field-hand. Therefore he was rejoiced when Mrs. 
Lucretia told him he was to be sent to Baltimore, to live 
with her husband's brother, Mr. Hugh Auld. She told 
him if he would make himself very clean, she would give 
him a pair of new trousers. The prospect of exchanging 
his little tow shirt for new trousers delighted him so 
much that he was ready to scrub his skin off to obtain 
them. He was, moreover, very eager to see Baltimore ; 
for slaves who had been there told fine stories about the 
grand houses and the multitude of ships. He had been 
only two years at Captain Anthony's, and he had formed 
no attachment so strong as that he had felt for his old 
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grandmother. It was with a joyful heart that he went 
forth to view the wonders of the city. When he arrived 
in Baltimore, his new mistress met him at the door with 
a pleasant smile. She said to her son,^ ^ There 's little 
Freddy, who has come to take care of you " ; and to him 
she said, '' You must be kind to little Tommy." Mrs. 
Sophia Auld had earned her own living before her mar« 
riage, and she had not yet acquired the ways of slave- 
holders toward servants. While her own little Tommy 
was on her knee, Freddy was oflen seated by her side, 
and sometimes her soft hand would rest upon his head in 
a kind, motherly way. He had never been treated so 
since he left his good old grandmother. In a very short 
time he loved her with all his heart, and was eager to do 
anything to please her. It was his business to go of 
errands and take care of Tommy. The boys became as 
much attached to each other as if they were brothers. 
There was nothing to remind Freddy of being a slave. 
He had plenty of wholesome food to eat, clean clothes to 
wear, and a good straw bed with warm covering. Mrs. 
Auld was much in the habit of singing hymns and read- 
ing the Bible aloud ; and Freddy, who was not at all 
afraid of " Miss Sophy,'* as he called her, said to her one 
day that he wished she would teach him to read. She 
consented ; and he was so quick at learning that he was 
soon able to spell small words. His kind mistress was 
so much pleased with his progress, that she told her hus- 
band about it, and remarked, with much satisfaction, that 
Freddy would soon be able to read the Bible. Mr. Auld 
was displeased, and forbade her giving any more lessons. 
^ It is contrary to law to teach a nigger to read," said he. 
'^ It is unsafe, and can only lead to mischief. If you 
teach him to read the Bible, it will make him discon- 
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tented, and there will be no keeping him. Next thing, 
he will be wanting to learn to write ; and thien he '11 b6 
running away with himself." This was said in the pres- 
ence of Freddy,. and it set his active mind to thinking. 
He had often before wondered why black children were 
bom to be slaves ; and now he heard his master say that 
if he learned to read it would spoil him for a slave. He 
resolved that he wotdd learn to read. He carried a 
spelling-book in his pocket when he went of errands, and 
persuaded some of the white boys who played with him 
to give him a lesson now and then. He was soon able to 
read. With some money that he earned for himself, he 
bought a book called ^' The Columbian Orator." It con- 
tained many speeches about liberty. The .reading of 
them made him discontented. He was no longer light- 
hearted and full of fun. He became thoughtful and 
serious. When he played with white boys, he would 
ask, " Why have n't I as good a right to be free, and go 
where I please, as you have ? " And sometimes a gen- 
erous-hearted boy would answer, "I believe, Fred, you 
have just as good a right to be free as I have." 

He knew that his present situation was uncommonly 
favorable ; but the idea of being a slave for life became 
more and more hateful to him. He had not been in 
Baltimore quite four years when an 6vent occurred 
which proved to him the extreme uncertainty of a slave's 
condition, even when circumstances seemed the most 
favorable. His old master. Captain Anthony, died ; and 
his slaves were to be divided between his son Andrew 
and his daughter Mrs. Lucretia Auld. Frederick was in 
terror lest it should be decided that he belonged to An- 
drew, who was a confirmed drunkard, and excessively 
cruel to the slaves. It was a month before the division 
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of the estate was decided bj law ; and the anxiety of his 
mind was so great that it seemed to him half a year. 
He felt as if saved from sentence of death, when he was 
informed that he belonged to Mrs. Lucretia, who had 
been kind to him in his hungry boyhood. As she had no 
occasion for his services, it was agreed that he should 
remain in Mr. Hugh Auld's family; a circumstance which 
pleased Master Tom and his mother about us much as it 
did Freddy. 

But in a short time he was again painfully reminded 
of the uncertainty of his condition. Mrs. Lucretia and 
her brother Andrew both died, each of them leaving 
one child. Neither Captain Anthony nor his children 
left any of the slaves free. Even Frederick's old grand- 
mother, who had nursed her master when he was a baby, 
waited upon him through his boyhood, worked faithfully 
for him during all her life, and reared up a muUitude of 
children and grandchildren to toil for him, — even she 
was left, in Slavery, with no provision made for her. The 
children she had tended so lovingly were sold, or let out 
in distant places ; all were unable to write to inform her 
where they had gone ; all were unable to help her, because 
they were not allowed to have their own earnings. When 
her old master and his children were dead, the owners of 
the property thought Gran'ma Betty was too old to be 
of any further use ; so they put up a hut with a mud 
chimney in the woods, and left her there to find food 
for herself as she could, with no mortal to render her 
any service in her dying hour. This brutal proceeding 
increased the bitteiiiess of Frederick's feeling against 
Slavery. 

By the blessing of God the consolations of religion 
came to him, and enabled him to look beyond this trou- 
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bled and transitory world. A pions colored man, called 
Unde Lawson, became interested in him. They at- 
tended prayer-meetings together, and Frederick often 
went to his house on Sundays. They had refreshing 
times together, reading the Bible, prayings and singing 
hymns. Unde Lawson saw that his young friend had 
uncommon intelligence, and he often said to him, ^ The 
Lord has a great work for you to do, and you must pre- 
pare yourself for it." Frederick repHed that he did not 
see how a slave could prepare himself for any great 
work ; but the pious old man always answered, '' Trust 
in the Lord. He will bring it about in his own good 
time. You must go on reading and studying Scripture." 
This prophecy inspired him with hope, and he seized 
every opportunity to improve himself. But he had many 
obstacles to contend with. His master, Mr. Hugh Auld, 
was made irritable by an increasing love for brandy. 
When he found out that Frederick read and spoke at 
reli^ous meetings, he threatened to flog him if he con- 
tinued to do it His kind mistress, who used to pat him 
on the head and call him " Little Freddy," was changed 
by the habit of having slaves and talking with slave- 
holders. The pleasant, motherly expression of her face 
had become severe. She watched Frederick very closely, 
and if she caught him with a book or newspaper in his 
hand, she would rush at him in a great rage and snatch 
it away. Master Tommy had grown to be a tall lad, and 
began to feel that he was born to be a master and Fred 
to be a slave. Frederick would probably have tried to 
run away, had it not been for the friendships he had 
formed for Uncle Lawson and the religious young men 
he met at the meetings. Notwithstanding his master's 
threat, he contrived to find opportunities to read and 
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pray with good Uncle Lawson ; and it had a blessed influ- 
ence on his spirit, making him feel at peace with all men. 
Now that he had a taste of knowledge, it was impossible 
to prevent his getting more. His master sent him of 
errands to the shipyard almost daily. He noticed that 
the carpenters marked their boards with letters. He 
asked the name of the letters, and copied them with a 
bit of chalk. When the family went from home, he 
diligently copied from the writing-books Master Tommy 
had brought from school ; and his zeal was so great that 
in a short time he could write as well as his master. He 
picked up bits of newspapers wherever he could find 
them, and he listened attentively when he heard slave- 
holders talking about the Northern States and cursing 
the Abolitionists. He did not at first know what was the 
meaning of '* abolitionists "; but when he read in a newspa- 
per that petitions were sent into Congress for the abolition 
of Slavery, light dawned upon him. He told trustworthy 
colored friends about it, and they were comforted by the 
thought that there were people at the North trying to 
help them out of bondage. 

But a new blow fell upon him. Captain Thomas Auld 
married again, afler the death of his wife Mrs. Lucretia, 
and removed to St. MichaeFs, — an old village, the prin- 
cipal business of which was oyster fishing. He got into 
a quarrel with his brother, Mr. Hugh Auld of Balti- 
more, and demanded that Frederick should be sent back 
to him. So he was put on board a ship for St. Michael's. 
When swift steamboats on their way to Philadelphia 
passed the sloop that carried him, he bitterly regretted 
that he had not escaped to the Free States from Balti- 
more, where he could have had so many more opportuni- 
ties for doing it than he could at the old fishing- village. 

8 
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Captain Thomas Auld and his new wife were both great 
professors of religion. He was an exhorter and class- 
leader in the Methodist Church. But their religion was 
not of a kind that taught them humanity to their fellow- 
creatures. They worked their slaves very hard, and 
kept them half fed and half clothed. Scolding and flog- 
ging were going on incessantly* Frederick soon discov- 
ered that they were violently opposed to colored people's 
knowing how to read ; but when a pious young man in 
the neighborhood asked him to assist in a Sunday school 
for colored children, he resolved to seize the opportunity 
of being useful. When his master found out what he 
was doing, he was very angry ; and the next Sunday he 
and two other Methodist class-leaders went to the school, 
armed with clubs and whips, and drove off both teachers 
and scholars. It was agreed that Frederick had been 
spoiled by living in Baltimore, and that it was necessary 
to cure him of his dangerous thirst for knowledge. For 
that purpose he was sent to a famous " negro-breaker " in 
the neighborhood named Covey. He was a great profes- 
sor of religion, but a monster of cruelty. Frederid^ was 
almost killed by hard labor, and not a week passed with- 
out his being cruelly cut up with the whip. Escape was 
impossible, for Covey was on the watch at all times of 
day and night Six months of such treatment wellnigh 
crushed all manhood out of him. But cruelty was car- 
ried so far that at last he became desperate, and when 
his master attempted to beat him, he struggled with him 
and threw him down. He expected to be hung for it, 
according to the laws of Maryland; but Covey prided 
himself on his reputation as a " negro-breaker," and he 
was ashamed to have it known that he had been con- 
quered by a lad of seventeen. Frederick's time was not 
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oot for six month's longer, bat Covej never attempted to 
whip him again. 

The next two years Frederick was let out to do field- 
work for Mr. Freeland, who fed his slaves well, and 
never worked them beyond their strength* Some of his 
slaves were intelligent, and desirous to learn to read. 
On Sundays they had meetings in the woods, and twenty 
or thirty young men were taught by Frederick. After 
a while they formed a plan of escaping in a canoe. But 
some unknown men excited suspicion against them, and 
they were seized and thrust into prison. They kept 
their secrets so well, however, that no proof could be 
obtained against them, and they were released without 
even a whipping. But some of the neighboring slave- 
holders said Frederick was a dangerous fellow ; that he 
knew too much, — they would not have him tampering 
with their slaves; and if he was not sent out of th« 
neighborhood they would shoot him. Captain Thomas 
Auld talked of selling him to Alabama ; but he finally 
concluded to let him out again to his brother Hugh, with 
a promise that if he behaved well he should be free at 
twenty-five years old. 

When he returned to Baltimore he was let out to work 
at calking vessels ; and he soon became so expert at the 
business that he earned from seven to nine dollars a 
week. He was trusted to make his own contracts, but 
was required to pay Mr. Hugh Auld his earnings every 
Saturday iiight. On such occasions a sixpence or a shil- 
ling was sometimes given him, for which he was expected 
to be grateful ; but it naturally occurred to him that the 
whole of the money rightfully belonged to him who 
earned it He was attached to a woilhy girl named 
Anna, but he waa reluctant to fisrm family ties while be 
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was Babject to the vidssitiides of Slavery. He oflen 
thoaght of escaping to the Free States, bat the regula- 
tioiis were so strict that it seemed a hopeless undertaking, 
unless he had money. When Captain Thomas Aold vis- 
ited Baltimore, he tried to make a bargain with him to 
bay his time for a specified sum each week, being firee to 
earn as mudi Inore as he.ooukL The reply was, ^ You 
are planning to run away. But, wherever you go, I shall 
catoh you." The master then tried to coax him with 
promises of freedom in the future ; but FrederidL thought 
it very uncertain when they :would be willing to give up 
a man who brought them in nine dollars a week. He 
concluded to go to the Free States. How he accom- 
plished it he never told, for he was afraid of bringing 
trouble upon those who helped him. 

When he arrived in New York, he says he felt as he 
should suppose a man would feel who had escaped from 
a den of hungry lions. But the joyful feeling was soon 
checked. He met an acquaintance who had recently 
escaped from Slavery. He told him the dty was full 
of Southerners, who had agents out in every direction 
to catch runaway slaves ; and then he hurried away, as if 
afraid of being betrayed. This made Frederick feel very 
desolate. He was afraid to seek employment as a calker, 
lest spies from his master should be on the watoh for him. 
He bought a loaf of bread, and hid away for the night 
among some barrels on a wharf. In the morning, he met 
a sailor, who looked so good-natured and honest that he 
ventured to tell him he was a fugitive slave, and to ask 
him for advice. He was not deceived in the expression 
of the man's face. He invited him to his house, and went 
in search of Mr. David Ruggles, a worthy colored man, 
well known as a zealous friend of his oppressed race. 
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The fugitive was kept hidden for a few days, during 
which time Anna was sent for, and they were married. 
By help of Mr. Ru^gles, employment at calking was ob- 
tained in New Bedford, a large town in Massachusetts, 
where a great many ships are constantly employed. There 
he found many intelligent colored people, not a few of 
whom had been slaves. They lived in convenient houses, 
took newspapers, bought books, and sent their children 
to good schools. They had various societies for im- 
provement ; and when he attended their meetings, he 
was surprised to hear their spirited discussions on vari- 
ous subjects. His bright mind was roused into full ac- 
tivity by the influences around him. He changed his 
name to Frederick Douglass. He was called Mr. Doug- 
lass now, and felt like it He worked hard, but that was 
a pleasure, now that he could enjoy his own earnings. 
He felt safe; for there were so many Abolitionists and 
so many intelligent colored people in New Bedford, that 
slaveholders did not venture to go there to hunt for fugi- 
tives. The cruel treatment he had received from hypo- 
critical professors of religion had not destroyed his faith 
in the excellence of real religion. He joined a church 
of colored people, called Zion Methodists, and became a 
class-leader and preacher among them. He took a news- 
paper called ** The Liberator," edited by William Lloyd 
Garrison, wherein he found the rights of the colored 
people vindicated with great zeal and ability. His wife 
proved a neat and industrious helpmate, and a little 
family' of children began to gather round him. Thus 
furnished with healthy employment for his mind, his 
heart, and his hands, he lived over three years in New 
Bedford. 
At the end of that period, in the year 1841, a great 
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Anti-Slavery meeting was held in ^be vicinitj, and Mr. 
Dooglass went to hear Mr. Garrison and others speak. 
He did not suppose that any one in .the meeting knew 
him ; bat a gentleman was present who had heard hira 
preach in Zion CSiareh, and he went to him and urged 
him to address the Anti-Slayer j meeting. He was bash- 
ful about speaking before sueh a large and intelligent 
audience; and when he was persuaded to mount the 
I^tform he trembled in every limb. But what he said 
flowed right out from the depths of his heart ; and when 
peofde of any intelligence speak in that way, they are ai« 
ways eloquent The audience were greatly moved bjr 
what he t<^d them of his experiences. It was the b^in« 
niog of a great change in his life. The Anti-Slaverj 
Society employed him to travel in the Free States to 
lecture against Slavery; and that you may be sure he 
oould do with a wilL Crowds went to hear him, and his 
ministration was greatly blessed. The prophecy of good 
Uncle LawBon was fulfilled. The Lord hcid a great work 
fbr him to do ; and in His own good time he had brought 
it about 

People who were in favor of Slavery said he was an 
impostor ; that he did not look like a slave, or speak like 
a slave ; and that they did not believe he had ever been 
in the Southern States. To prove that he was not an 
impostor he wrote and published an account of his life, 
with the names of his masters and the places where they 
resided. The book was aUy written, and produced al- 
most as great an effect as his lectures. Slaveholders were 
very angry that one of their escaped chattels should pro- 
duce such an excitement There was great danger that 
some of their agents would kidnap him as he went about 
the country lecturing. It was therefore concluded that 
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he had better go to England. In 1845 he took passage 
for Liverpool in the English steamship Cambria. He 
was invited to deliver a lecture on deck. Some slave- 
holders from New Orleans and Georgia, who were a lit- 
tle under the injQuence of brandy, swore thej would throw 
him overboard if he did; but the captain of the vessel 
threatened to put them in irons if they behaved in a dis- 
orderly manner. When they arrived in England they 
tried to injure Mr. Douglass by publishing that he was 
an insolent, lying negro ; but their efforts only served to 
make him famous. He delivered a great number of lec- 
tures, and attracted crowds everywhere. In the Free 
States of his own country he had been excluded from 
many places of improvement, and oflen insulted on ac- 
count of his color ; but he had no such prejudice to en- 
counter in England. He behaved like a gentleman, and 
was treated like a gentleman. Many distinguished and 
wealthy people invited him to their houses, as a mark 
of respect for his natural abilities and the efforts he had 
made to improve himself. But he felt that his labors 
were needed in America, in behalf of his oppressed breth- 
ren, and he wanted to return. His friends in England 
entered into negotiations with Captain Thomas Auld for 
the purchase of his freedom, which they succeeded in ob- 
taining for little more than seven hundred dollars. 

After an absence of two years he returned to the United 
States a freeman. He established himself with his family 
in Rochester, New York. There he edited a weekly 
newspaper, called " The North Star," and from time to 
time travelled about the country to deliver lectures, which 
were always fully attended. After he was free he wrote 
a spirited letter to his old master. Captain Thomas Auld, 
in which he asks : ^ What has become of my dear old 
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grandmother, whomr you turned out, like an old horse, 
to die in the woods ? If she is still alive, she must be 
near eighty years old, — too old to be of any service to 
you. O, she was father and mother to me, so far as hard 
toil for my comfort could make her so. Send her to me 
at * Bochester, and it shall be the crowning happiness of 
my life to take care of her in her old age." I never 
heard that any answer was received to this letter. 

During the Rebellion Mr. Douglass labored zealously 
to raise colored regiments, and one of his sons enlisted 
in the service of the United States. After the Procla- 
mation of Emancipation he was invited to Baltimore, 
where he delivered an address before a large audience 
of respectable citizens. How different was free Mary- 
land from the Slavery-ridden State which he had left, 
secretly and in terror, nearly thirty years before! 



HOW THE GOOD WORK GOES ON. 

In the spring of 1865 an association of colored men was 
formed in Baltimore for moral and intellectual improvement. 
They bought a building formerly used by the Newton Uni- 
versity, for which they paid sixteen thousand dollars. In 
honor of their able pioneer, Frederick Douglass, they named 
it " The Douglass Institute." On the day of its dedication he 
delivered an address before the association in Baltimore, in 
the course of which he S2dd : " The mission of this institution 
is to develop manhood ; to build up manly character among 
the colored people of this city and State. It is to teach them 
the true idea of manly independence and self-respect. It is 
to be a dispenser of knowledge, a radiator of light. In a 
word, we dedicate . this institution to virtue, temperance, 
knowledge, truth, liberty, and justice." 
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DEDICATION HYMN. 

BT J. M. WHITBVIBLD. 

Written for the Vine Street Methodist Episcopal Church of colored 

people, in Buffalo, N. Y. 

GOD of our sires ! before thy throne 
Our humble offering now we bring ; 
Deign to accept it as thine own, 

And dwell therein, Almighty King ! 
Around thy glorious throne above 

Angels and flaming seraphs sing ; 

Arcliangels own thy boundless love, 

And cherubim their tribute bring. 

And every swiftly rolling sphere, 

That wends its way through boundless space, 
Hymns forth, in chorus loud and clear, 

Its mighty Maker's power and grace. 
It is not ours to bear the parts 

In that celestial song of praise ; 
But here, O Lord ! with grateful hearts, 

This earthly fane to Thee we raise. 

O let thy presence fill this house, 

And from its portals ne'er depart! 
Accept, O Lord ! the humble vows 

Poured forth by every contrite heart I 
No sacrifice of beast or bird, 

No clouds ei inc^ise here shall rise^ 

8* L 
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But, in accordance with thy word, 
We 11 bring a holier sacrifice. 

Here shaU the hoary-headed sire 

Invoke thy grace, on bended knee ; 
While youth sl^ catch the sacred fire, 

And pour its song of praise to Thee. 
Let childhood, too, with stammering tongue, 

Here lisp thy name with reverent awe ; 
And high and low, and old and youn^ 

Learn to obey thy holy law. 

And when our spirits shall return 

Back to the God who gave them birth. 
And these frail bodies shall be borne 

To mingle with their kindred earth, — 
Then, in that house not made with hands, 

New anthems to thy praise we H sing, 
To Thee, who burst our slavish bands. 

Our Saviour, Prophet^ Priest, and Elng. 



A PRAYER. 

QBJjfT, O Fallier, that liie time 
Of earth's deliverance xnay be near, 
When every land and tongue and dime 
The message of Thy love shall hear ; 
When, smitten as with fire from heaven. 
The captive's chain shall sink in dust. 
And to his fettered soul be given 
The glorious freedom of the just 

Jomr Q. WjaTTisa. 
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WILLIAM AND ELLEN CRAFTS. 



BT L. XABIA CHILD. 



WILLIAM CRAFTS is a black man, bom in 
Greorgia. His master bad tbe reputation of 
being a humane man and a pious Christian. Yet, when 
some of his slaves were getting old, he had no scruples 
about selling them away from their families, and buying 
a young lot. Among those sold were the father and 
mother of William. They were sold to different pur- 
chasers from different places, and never saw each other 
again. They were much attached to each other, and it 
was a consolation to their son to think how happy would 
be their reunion in another world ; for he says he never 
knew people who more humbly placed their trust in Gk)d 
than his parents did. William was apprenticed to a 
cabinet-maker, and his brother to a blacksmith ; because 
slaves who worked well at a trade could be let out with 
more profit to their masters, and would also bring a 
higher price if sold. Before their time was out^ their 
master became hard pressed for money. Accordingly, 
he sold the young blacksmith, and mortgaged William 
and his sister, a girl of fourteen. When the time of the 
mortgage was up, their master had no money to redeem 
them, and they were placed on the auction-block, to be 
sold to the highest bidder. The girl was sold first, and 
bought by a planter who lived some distance in the coun- 
try. William was strongly attached to his sister; and 
when he saw her put into a cart, to be carried away from 
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him forever, it seemed as if his heart would burst. He 
knelt down and begged and entreated to be allowed to go 
and speak to her before she was taken away ; but thej 
handled him roughly, and ordered him to stay on the 
auction-block. As he stood there awaiting his own fate, 
he saw the cart moving slowly away. The fears were 
rolling down his sister's cheeks, and she stretched her 
hands toward him with a movement of despair. The 
thought that he could do nothing for her, and that they 
might never meet more, almost killed him. His eyes 
were blinded with teara ; and when he could see again, 
the cart was gone. 

He was bought by the man to whom he had beeix 
mortgaged, and ordered to return to the cabinet-maker's 
shop to work. After a while his new master took him 
to Macon, where he was let out to work at his trade« 
There he became acquainted with a quadroon girl named 
Ellen, whom he afterward married. 

Ellen was the daughter of her master, but her mother 
was a slave. Her handsome dark eyes were apt to at- 
tract attention ; her hair was straight, and her skin was so 
nearly white that strangers often mistook her for one of 
her master's own white family. This was very vexatious 
to her mistress, who treated her so harshly that the poor 
child had no comfort of her life. When she was eleven 
yeai%old she was given to a daughter of her mistresSy 
who^as about to be married to a gentleman living in 
Macon. It was painful to part from her poor mother, 
but she was glad to get away from the incessant cruelty 
of her old mistress. Her new mistress proved more 
humane. In her service Ellen grew up without being 
exposed to some of the most degrading influences of 
Slavery. 
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She and the intelligent young cabinet-maker formed 
an attachment for each other soon afler they were ac- 
quainted. But Ellen had seen so much of the separa- 
tion of families in Slavery, that she was very reluctant 
to marry. Whenever William said anything about it, 
she reminded him that they were both slaves ; and that if 
they were married either of their masters could separate 
them whenever they chose. William remembered, witli 
bitterness of heart, how his father and mother and brother 
had been sold, and how his sister had been torn from 
him without his being allowed to bid her good by. He 
had not been tortured in his own person, but he had seen 
other slaves cruelly whipped and branded with hot iron, 
hunted and torn by bloodhounds, and even burned alive, 
merely for trying to get their freedom. In view of these 
things, he had a great horror of bringing children into 
the world to be slaves. He and Ellen oflen talked to- 
gether about escaping to the North and being married 
there. But they reflected that they would have to travel 
a thousand miles before they could reach any Free State. 
They knew that bloodhounds and slave-hunters would 
be put upon their track ; that if they were taken, they 
would be subjected to terrible tortures ; and that, even if 
they succeeded in reaching the Free States, they would 
still be in danger of being delivered up to their masters. 
They talked over a variety of plans ; but the prospect of 
escape seemed so discouraging, that at last they concluded 
to ask their owner's consent to their marriage ; and they 
resolved to be as contented as they could in the situation 
to which they were bom. But they were too intelligent 
not to know that a great wrong was done to them by 
keeping them in slavery. William shuddered to think 
into what cruel and licentious hands his dear wife might 
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fall if she should be sold by her present owners; and 
Ellen was filled with great anguish whenever she thought 
what might happen to her children, if she should be a 
mother. They were always thinking and talking about 
freedom, and they often prayed earnestly to Grod that 
some way of escape might be opened for them. 

In December, 1848, a bold plan came into William's 
mind. He thought that if his wife were dressed in men's 
clothes she could easily pass for a white gentleman, and 
that he could accompany her on her travels as her negro 
slave. Ellen, who was very modest and timid, at first 
shrank from the idea. But, afler reflecting more upon 
their hopeless situati<m, she said : ^ It seems too difficult 
for us to undertake ; but I feel that Clod is on our side, 
and with His help we may carry it through. We will 
try." 

It was contrary to law for white men in the Southern 
States to sell anything secretly to slaves ; but there were 
always enough ready to do it for the sake of getting 
money, — especially as they knew that no colored man 
was allowed to testify against a white man. William 
was skilful and diligent at his trade; and though has 
wages all went to his master, he had contrived to lay up 
money by doing jobs for others in extra hours. He 
tlierefore found little difficulty in buying the various arti- 
cles of a gentleman's dress, at different times and in dif« 
ferent parts of ike town. He had previously made Ellen 
a chest of drawers, with locks and key ; and as she was 
a favorite and trusted slave, she was allowed to keep it 
for her own use in the little room where she slept As 
fast as the articles were bought they were secretly con- 
veyed to her, and she locked them up. The next impor- 
tant thing was to obtain leave of absenoe £or a few days. 
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It was near Christmas-time, when kind slaveholders some- 
times permit favorite slaves to be absent on a visit to 
friends or relatives. Bat Ellen's services were verj 
necessary to her mistress, and she had to ask many timet 
before she conld obtain a written permission to be gone 
for a few days. The cabinet-maker for whom William 
worked was persuaded to give him a similar paper, bnt 
he diarged him to be sure and return as soon as the time 
was up, because he should need him very much. There 
was still another difficulty in the way. Travellers were 
required to register their names at the custom-houses 
and hotels, and to sign a certificate for the slaves who 
accompanied them. When £llen remembered this, it 
made her weep bitterly to think that she could not write. 
But in a few moments she wiped her eyes and said, with 
a smile, ^ I will poultice my right hand and put it in a 
sling, and tjhen there will be a good excuse for asking 
the officers to write my name for me." When she was 
dressed in her disguise, William thought she could easily 
pass for a white gentleman, only she looked yoimg enough 
for a mere boy; he therefore bought a pair of green 
spectades to mske her look older. She, on her part, 
was afraid that the smoothness of her chin might betray 
her ; she therefore resolved to tie a bandage round her 
face, as if she were troubled with toothache. 

In four days af^r they first thought of the plan» all 
was in readiness. They sat up all night, whispering over 
to each other tbe parts they were to act in ease of vari- 
ous supposable difficulties. William cut off Ellen's glossy 
black hair, according to the fashion of gentlemen. When 
all was carefully arranged, they knelt together and 
prayed that God would protect them through their peril- 
ous und^rtajun^ Th^ r9mi the h^ of the door very 
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softly, and looked out and listened. Nobody was stirrhig 
abroad, and all was still. But Ellen trembled and threw 
herself on her husband's breast. There she wept for a 
few moments, whilb he tried to comfort her with whis- 
pered words of encouragement, though he also felt that 
they were going forth into the midst of terrible dangers. 
She soon recovered her calmness, and said, " Let us go.** 
They stepped out on tiptoe, shook hands in silence, and 
parted to go to the railway station by different rentes. 
William deemed it prudent to take a short cut across the 
fields, to avoid being recognized ; but his wife, who was 
now to pass for his young master, went by the public 
road. Under the name of Mr. William Johnson, she 
purchased tickets for herself and slave for Savannah, 
which was about two hundred miles off. The porter who 
took charge of the luggage at the station had formerly 
wished to marry Ellen ; but her disguise was so complete 
that he called her ^< Young massa," and respectfiilly 
obeyed her orders concerning the baggage. She gave 
him a bit of money for his trouble, and he made his besi 
bow. 

The moment William arrived at the station, he hid 
himself in the ^ negro car" assigned to servants. It 
was lucky that he did so ; for, just before the train started, 
he saw upon the platform the cabinet-maker, who had 
given him a pass for quite a different purpose than an 
excursion to Savannah. He was looking round, as if 
searching for some one; and William afterward heard 
that he suspected him of attempting to escape. Luckily, 
the train started before he had time to examine the 
" negro car." 

Ellen had a narrow escape on her part ; for a gentle- 
man who took the seat beside her proved to be Mr. Cray, 
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who f)-equently visited at her master's house, and who 
had known her ever since she was a child. Her first 
thought was that he had come to seize her and carry her 
back ; but it soon became evident that fie did not recognize 
her in a gentleman's dress, with green spectacles, band- 
aged face, and her arm in a sling. After the cars started, 
he remarked, *'It is a very fine morning, sir." Ellen, 
being afraid that her voice would betray her, continued 
to look out of the window, and made no reply. After 
a little while, he repeated the remark in a louder tone. 
The passengers who heard him began to sinile, and Mr. 
Cray turned away, saying, ^ I shall not trouble that deaf 
fellow any more." To her great relief, he left the cars at 
the next station. 

They arrived at Savannah early in the evening, and 
William having brought his master something to eat, 
they went on board a steamer bound for Charleston, 
South Carolina. Mr. Johnson, as Ellen was now called, 
deemed it most prudent to retire to his berth immedi- 
ately. William, fearing this might seem strange to the 
other passengers, made a great fuss warming flannels and 
opodeldoc at the stove, informing them that his young 
master was an invalid travelling to Philadelphia in hopes 
of getting cured. He did not tell them the disease was 
Slavery; he called it inflammatory rheumatism. The 
next morning, at breakfast, Mr. Johnson was seated by 
the captain of the boat, and, as his right hand was tied in 
a sling, his servant, William, cut up his food for him. 
The captain remarked, " You have a very attentive boy, 
sir ; but I advise you to watch him like a hawk when 
you get North. Several gentlemen have lately lost 
valuable niggers among them cut-throat Abolitionists." 

A hard-looking slave-trader, with red eyes, and bristly 
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beard, was sitting opposite. He laid down a piecei of 
chicken he was eating, and with his thumbs stuck in the 
arm-holes of his waistcoat, said : '^ I would n't take a nig- 
ger North under no consideration. Now, if you 'd like 
to sell that 'ere boy, I 'U pay you for him in silver dol- 
lars, on this 'ere board. What do you say, stranger ? " 
Mr. Johnson replied, "I do not wish to sell him, sir; 
I could not get on weU without him." '^ You 'U k(we to 
get on without him, if you take him to the North/' con- 
tinued the slave-trader. '* I am an older cove than you 
are, and I reckon I have had more deaHngs with niggers. 
I tell yon, stranger, that boy will never do you any good 
if you take him across Mason and Dixon's line. I can 
see by the cut of his eye that he is bound to run away a9 
soon as he can get a chance." Mr. Johnson replied, ^ I 
think not, sir. I have great confidence in his fidelity .** 
Whereupon the slave-trader began to swear about nig- 
^rs in general. A military officer, who was also travel- 
ling with a servant, said to Mr. Johnson : *' Excuse me» 
sir, for saying I think you are likely to spoil that boy of 
yours by saying ' thank you ' to him. The only way to 
make a nigger toe the mark, and to keep him in his 
place, is to storm at him lik^ thunder. Don't you see 
that when I speak to my Ned, he darts like lightning ? 
If he did n't, I 'd skin him." 

When the steamboat arrived at Charleston, the hearts 
of the fugitives beat almost loud enough to be heard ; 
they were so afraid their flight had been discovered, and 
a telegraph sent from Savannah to have them arrested. 
But they passed unnoticed among the crowd. They took 
a carriage and drove to a fashionable hotel, where the 
invalid gentleman received every attention befitting his 
supposed rank. He was seated al) a luxurious table in a 
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brilliant dining-room, while William received some fra^ ' 
ments of food on a broken plate, and was told to go into 
the kitchen. Mr. Johnson gave some pieces of money to 
the servants who waited upon him; and thej ludd to 
William, ^ Your massa is a big-bug. He is de greatest 
gentleman dat has been dis way dis six months." 

Notwithstanding the favorable impression he had made, 
Mr. Johnson found some difficulty in obtaining tickets to 
Philadelf^ia for himself and his slave. The master of 
the ticket-office refused to write the invalid gentleman's 
name for him. But the military officer who had break- 
fasted with him stepped up and said he knew the gentle- 
man, and all was right The captain of the North 
Carolina steamer hearing this, and not wishing to lose 
a passenger, said, ^ I will register the gentleman's name, 
and take the responsibility upon myself/' Mr. Johnson 
thanked him politely, and the captain remarked : ^ Nodich 
respect was intended to yon, sir ; but they are obliged to 
be very strict in Charleston. Some Abolitionist might 
take a valualde nigger along with him, and try to pass 
him off as his slave." 

They arrived safely at Wilmington, North Carolina* 
and took the cars to Richmond, Virginia. On the way, 
an elderly lady in the cars, seeing William on the plat- 
form, cried out, in great excitement, ^< There goes my 
nigger Ned!" Mr^ JohasOn said, very politely, "No, 
madam, that is my boy." But the lady, without paying 
any attention to what he said, called out, '^ Ned, you run- 
away rascal, come to me, sir." On nearer inspecti(Hi she 
perceived that she was mistaken, and said to Mr. Johnson: 
^^ I beg your pardon, sir. I was sure it was my Ned. I 
never saw two black pigs look more alike." 

From Petersburg, a Yirgmia gentleman with two hand- 
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some daughters were in the same car with Mr. Johnson^ 
Supposing him to be a rich, fashionable young South- 
erner, they were yery attentive and sympathizing. The 
old gentleman told him he knew how to pity him, for he 
had had inflammatory rheumatism himself.' ' He advised 
him to lie down to rest ; which he was very willing to do, 
as a good means of avoiding conversation. The ladies 
took their extra shawls and made a comfortable pillow 
for his head, and their father gave him a piece of paper 
which he said contained directions for curing the rheuma- 
tism. The invalid thanked him politely ; but not know- 
ing how to read, and fearing he might hold the paper 
upside down, prudently put it in his pocket When they 
supposed him to be asleep, one of the ladies said, ^ Papa, 
he seems to be a very nice young gentleman"; and the 
other responded, ^I never felt so much for any gentle- 
man in my life." 

At parting the Yii^nian gave him his card and said : 
^I hope you will call upon me when you return. I should 
be much pleased to see you, and so would my daughters." 
He gave ten cents to William, and charged him to be at- 
tentive to his master. This he promised to do, and he 
very faithfully kept his word. 

They arrived at Baltimore with the joyful feeling that 
they were close upon the borders of a Free State. Wil- 
liam saw that his master was comfortably placed in one 
of the best cars, and was getting into the servants' car 
wben a man tapped him on the shoulder and asked where 
he was going. William replied humbly, " I am going to 
Philadelphia, sir, with my master, who is in the next 
car." " Then you had better get him out, and be mighty 
quick about it," said the man ; ^ for the train is going to 
start, and no man is allowed to take a slave past here till 
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he has satisfied the folks in the office that he has a right 
to take him along." 

William felt as if he should drop down on the spot ; 
hut he controlled himself, and went and asked his master 
to go hack to the office. It was a terrible fright As 
Mr. Johnson stepped out he whispered, in great agitation, 
^' O William, is it possible we shall have to go back to 
Slaveiy, after all we have gone through ? " It was very 
hard to satisfy the station-master. He said if a man car- 
ried off a slave that did not belong to him, and the right- 
ful owner could prove that he escaped on that road, they 
would be obliged to pay for the slave. Mr. Johnson kept 
up a calm appearance, though his heart was in his throat 
'< I bought tickets at Charleston to pass us through to 
Philadelphia," said he ; '* therefore you have no 'right to 
detain us here." ^ Right or no right, we shall not let 
you go," replied the man. Some of the spectators sympa- 
thized with the rich young Southerner, and said it was a 
pity to detain him when he was so unwell. While the 
man hesitated, the bell rang for the cars to start, and the 
fugitives were in an agony. ^ I don't know what to do," 
said the man. "It all seems to be right; and as the 
gentleman is so unwell, it is a hard case for him to be 
stopped on the way. Clerk, run and tell tho conductor 
to let this gentleman and his slave pass." 

They had scarcely time to scramble into the cars, be- 
fore the train started. It was eight o'clock in the even- 
ing, and they expected to arrive in Philadelphia early 
the next morning. They did not know that on the 
way the passengers would have to leave the cars and 
cross the river Susquehanna in a ferry-boat They had 
slept very little for several nights before they left Georgia, 
and they had been travelling day and night for four days. 
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WiUiam, overcome with fatigue, and feeling tiiat their 
greatest dangers were now over, fell sound asleep on a 
heap of baggage. When they arrived at the ferry, it was 
cold, dark, and rainy ; and for the first time during their 
hazardous journey the invalid focmd no faithful servant 
at hand when the cars stopped. He was in great distress, 
fearing that William had been arrested or kidnapped. 
He anxiously inquired of the passengers whether they 
had seen his boy. There were a good many Northerners 
on board, and, supposing his slave had run away, they 
rather enjoyed his perplexity. One gruffly replied, ^I 
am no slave-hunter." Another smiled as he said, '^ I guess 
he is in Philadelphia before now.'' 

When they had crossed the ferry one of the guard 
found William still sound asleep on the baggage, which 
had been rolled into the boat. He shook him and bawled 
out : ^' Wake up, you boy I Your master has been half 
scared to death. He thought you had run away." As 
soon as William was enough awake to understand what 
had happened, he said, '' I am sure my good master does 
not think that of me." He hastened to explain to Mr. 
Johnson how he happened to be out of the way. He 
was received with a great leap of the heart; but the 
passengers only thought that tlie master was very glad 
to recover his lost property. Some of them took a conve- 
nient opportunity to advise William to run away when 
they reached Philadelphia. He replied, '' I shall never 
run away from such a good master as I have." They 
laughed, and said, ^'You will think differently when you 
get into a Free State." They told him how to proceed in 
case he wanted to be free, and he thanked them. A col- 
ored man also entered into conversation with him, and 
told him of a certain boarding^house'in Philadel^ua, tl^ 
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keeper of which was very friendly to slaves who wanted 
their freedom. 

On Christmas-day, just as morning was abont to dawn, 
thej came in sight of the flickering lights of Philadel- 
phia. William procured a cab as quick as possible, hur- 
ried their baggage into it, and told the driver to take 
them to the boarding-house which had been recommended 
to them. While Ellen had been obliged to act the part 
of Mr. Johnson, she had kept her mind wonderfully calm 
and collected. But now that she was on free soil she 
broke down with the excess of her emotions. ^ Thank 
God, William, we are safe, we are safe ! " she exclaimed ; 
and sinking upon her husband's breast, she burst into a 
passion of tears. When they arrived at the boarding- 
house, she was so faint she had no further occasion to act 
being an invalid. As soon as a room was provided, they 
entered and fastened the door. Then kneeling down side 
by side, folded in each other's arms, with tears flowing 
freely, they thanked Grod for having brought them safely 
through their dangerous journey, and having permitted 
them to live to see this happy Sabbath day, whidi was 
Christmas-day also. 

When they had rested and refreshed themselves with 
a wash, Ellen put on her womanly garments and went 
to the sitting-4-oom. When the landlord came at their 
summons, he was very much surprised and perplexed. 
" Where is your master ? " inquired he ; and when Wil- 
liam pointed to his wife, he thought it was a joke ; for he 
could not believe she was the same person who came 
into the house in the dress of a gentleman. He listened 
to their singular story with great interest and sympathy. 
He told them he was afraid it would not be safe for them 
to remain in Philadelphia, but he would send for some 
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Abolitionists who knew the laws better than he did. 
Friends soon came, and gave them a hearty welcome ; 
but thej all agreed that it would not^be safe for them to 
remain long in Philadelphia, and advised them to go to 
Boston. Barclay Ivens, a kind-hearted Quaker farmer, 
who lived some distance in the country, invited them to 
rest a few weeks at his house. They went accordingly. 
But Ellen, who had not been accustomed to receive such 
attentions from white people, was a little flurried when 
they arrived. She had received the impression that they 
were going to stay with colored people; and when she 
saw a white lady and three daughters come out to^ the 
wagon to meet her, she was much disturbed, and said to 
William, " I thought they were colored people." " It is 
all the same as if they were," replied he. " They are 
our good friends." ^ It is not all the same," said Ellen, 
decidedly. " I have no faith in white people. They will 
be sending us back into Slavery. I am going right ofiT." 
She had not then become acquainted with the Abolition- 
ists. She had heard her master and other Southerners 
talk about them as very bad men, who would make slaves 
believe they were their friends, and then sell them into 
distant countries. The Quaker lady saw that she was 
afraid, and she went up to her and took her very kindly 
by the hand, saying : " How art thou, my dear? We are 
very glad to see thee and thy husband. We have heard 
about thy marvellous escape from Slavery. Come in and 
warm thyself. I dare say thou art cold and hungry afler 
thy journey." Ellen thanked her, and allowed herself 
to be led into the house. Still she did not feel quite safe 
in that strange place, away from all her people. When 
Mrs. Ivens attempted to remove her bonnet, she said, 
" No, I thank you. I am not going to stop long." ^^ Poor 
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child ! " said the good Quaker mother, " I don*t wonder 
thou art timid. But don't be afraid. Thou art among 
friends who would as soon sell their own daughters into 
Slavery as betray thee. We would not harm a hair of 
thy head for the world." The kindly face and the moth- 
erly tones melted the heart of the poor frightened fugi- 
tive, and the tears began to flow. They stayed several 
weeks in that hospitable house, and the son and daugh- 
ters took so much pains to teach them to read and write, 
that before they left they could spell a little, and write 
their names quite legibly. They were strongly urged to 
stay longer, and would have done so had they not been 
very desirous to be earning their own living. When 
they left this excellent family it seemed like parting with 
near and dear relatives. ^ 

In Boston they were introduced to William Lloyd 
Garrison, Wendell Phillips, Francis Jackson, Eev. Theo- 
dore Parker, and other good men, who had for years 
been laboring for the emancipation of the slaves. The 
fugitives made a favorable impression on strangers at first 
sight. They both looked intelligent and honest. Wil- 
liam had a very manly air, and Ellen was modest and 
ladylike in her manners. 

Their marriage in Georgia had been, like other slave 
marriages, without a certificate ; therefore they were de- 
sirous to have the ceremony performed again, with all 
the forms of law, now that they were in a free land. 
They were accordingly married by the Rev. Mr. Parker, 
at the house of a respectable colored citizen of Boston, 
named Lewis Hayden. Mr. Crafts was employed at his 
trade, and his wife obtained, work as a seamstress. They 
lived in Boston two years, during which time they estab- 
lished an excellent character by their honest industry and 
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correct deportment They earned a comfortable living, 
and might have laid by some money if circumstances 
had permitted them to remain in Massachusetts. 

But in 1850 the Congress of the United States, under 
the influence of slaveholders, passed a very wicked act 
called the Fugitive Slave Bill. There was in Boston at 
that time a celebrated lawyer named Daniel Webster. 
He wanted to be President of the United States, and for 
many years no man had been able to get elected to that 
office unless he pleased the slaveholders. He accord- 
ingly used his great influence to help the passage of the 
bill, and advised the people of Massachusetts to get over 
their scruples about hunting slaves. He died without being 
President ; and 1 hope God forgave the great sin into 
which his ambition led him. By that cruel act of Con- 
gress, everybody, all over the country, was required to 
send back fugitive slaves to their masters. Whoever 
concealed them or helped them in any way became 
liable to a year's imprisonment and a fine of a thousand 
dollars, besides paying the price of the slave. In all the 
Northern cities there were many honest, industrious col- 
ored people who had escaped from Slavery years before, 
and were now getting a comfortable living. Many of 
them had married at the North and reared families. 
But when slaveholders gained this victory over the con- 
science of the North, they were compelled to leave their 
business and their homes, and hide themselves whereso- 
ever they could. Mr. and Mrs. Crafts had many zealous 
friends in Boston, but the friends of the slaveholders 
were more numerous. For some time past. Southerners 
had been rather reluctant to hunt slaves in Massa- 
chusetts, because the public opinion of the people was 
so much opposed to Slavery, that they found it a di^culf 
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and disagreeable job. But after the passage of that un- 
righteous bill, they and their pro-slavery accomplices at 
the North became more bold. 

One day, while Mr. Crafts was busy in his shop, he 
received a visit from a man by the name of Knight, who 
used to work in the same shop with him in Georgia. 
He professed to be much pleased to see William again, 
and invited him to walk round the streets and show him 
the curiosities of Boston. Mr. Crafts told him he had 
work to do, and was very busy. The next day he tried 
again; but finding Mr. Crafts still too busy to walk 
with him, he said : ^' I wish you would come to see me 
at the United States Hotel, and bring your wife with 
you. She would like to hear from her mother. If yon 
want to send letters to Georgia, I will take them for 
you." This was followed by a badly spelled note to 
Mr. Crafts, infcMrming him that he was going to leave 
Boston early the next morning, and if he wanted to send 
a letter to Georgia he must bring it to him at the hotel 
after tea. Mr. Crafts smiled that he should think him 
silly enough to walk into such an open trap. Mr. Knight 
had told him that he came to Boston alone ; but when he 
questioned, the hoteV-servant who brought the note, be 
was told that a Mr. Hughes from Georgia accompanied 
him. Mr. Hughes was a notorious slave-catcheif, and the 
jailer of Macon. Mr. Crafts continued to work at his 
shop ; but he kept the door locked, and a loaded pistol 
beside him. 

Finding that his intended victim was too much on his 
guard to be caught by trickery, Mr. Hughes applied to 
the United States Court in Boston and obtained a war- 
rant to arrest William and Ellen Crafts as fugitive 
slaves. This produced tremendous excitement. The 
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Abolitionists were determined that they should not be 
carried back into Slavery. They had people everywhere 
on the watch, and employed lawyers to throw all manner 
of difficulties in the way of the slave-hunters, whose per- 
sons and manners were described in the newspapers in a 
way by no means agreeable to them. The colored peo- 
ple held large meetings, and passed various spirited reso- 
lutions, among which was the following : " Resolved^ Man 
wills jis slaves, but God wills us free. We will as God 
wills. God*s will be done.-' Two hundred of them 
armed themselves and vowed that they would defend 
Wilham and Ellen Crafls to the death. Mr. Craflts 
said very calmly, but very resolutely, that they should 
never take him alive. Hughes the slave-catcher swore : 
" I '11 have 'em if I stay in Boston to all eternity. If 
there a'n't men enough in Massachusetts to take 'em, I '11 
bring men from Georgia." Merchants in Boston,' think- 
ing only of their trade with the South, sympathized with 
those men engaged in such a base calling; and the 
United States officials did all they could to help them. 
But though they received countenance and aid from 
many influential men in Boston, those hirelings of 
Slavery could not help feeling ashamed of their business. 
They complained that the boys in the streets hooted after 
them, and that wherever they made their appearance, 
people called out, " There go the slave-hunters ! " They 
heard that the Abolitionists were preparing to arrest them 
and try them as kidnappers ; and the number of colored 
people who watched their movements with angry looks 
made them wish themselves back in Georgia. During 
all this commotion, the conduct of Mr. Crafts excited 
universal admiration. He was resolute, but very calm. 
If there had been any law to protect him, he would have 
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appealed to the law, rather than have harmed a hair of 
any man's head ; but left defenceless as he was among a 
pack of wolves hunting him and his innocent wife, he 
was determined to defend his freedom at any cost. 

Ellen was secretly conveyed out of the city. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ellis Gray Loring of Boston were excellent peo- 
ple, always kind to the poor and tme friends to the op- 
pressed slaves. They spent their summers in the neigh- 
boring town of Brookline. A Boston physician, who 
was an Abolitionist, carried Ellen to their house in the 
evening. Mr. and Mrs. Loring were both absent from 
home for a few days, but a lady who was staying in the 
house received her with great kindness. She stayed 
there two days, assisting the lady very industriously and 
skilfully with her needle. Her mind was full of anxiety 
about her husband, whom she had left in the city ex- 
posed to the most fearful danger. She was very wakeful 
through the night, listening to every noise. As soon as 
she became drowsy, she would wake with a sudden start 
from some bad dream. She dreamed that she and Wil- 
liam were running from the Georgia slave-catcher, and 
that Daniel Webster was close behind them, pointing a 
pistol at them. It was a sad thing that a man of such 
intellectual ability as Mr. Webster, and with so much 
influence in society, should make such bad use of his 
great power that he haunted the dreams of the poor and 
the oppressed. Ellen rose in the morning with a feeling 
of weariness and a great load upon her heart. But she 
kept back the tears that were ready to flow, and was so 
quiet and sweet-tempered that she completely gained the 
hearts of her protectors. Early the next evening, the 
same frtend who carried Ellen from the city brought her 
husband to her. He abo had been sleepless, and was 
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worn down with fatigue and anxiety. They were ad- 
vised to retire to rest immediately, to remain in their 
room with the door locked, and he careful not to show 
themselves at the window. They followed these direc- 
tions, and the lady was hoping they would both have 
peaceful and refreshing slumber, when Ellen came to say 
that her husband wanted to speak with hen She found 
him standing by the fireplace looking very sad, but with 
a dignified calmness that seemed to her truly noble in the 
midst of such dreadful danger. As she entered he said, 
*^ Ellen has just told ine that Mr. and Mrs. Loring are 
absent from home. If we should be found in his house, 
he would be liable to imprisonment and a heavy fine. It 
is wrong for us to expose him to this danger without hh 
knowledge and consent. We must seek shelter else^ 
where." The lady replied: "Mr. Loring would feel 
troubled to have you leave his house under such cir- 
cumstances. He is the best and kindest of men, and 
a great friend of the colored people." " That makes it 
all the more wrong for us to bring him into trouble on 
our account, without his knowledge," replied Mr. Crafts. 
Ellen had kept up bravely all day, but now her courage 
began to fail. She looked up with tears swimming in 
her handsome eyes and said : " O William, it is so dark 
and rainy to-night, and it seems so safe here ! We may 
be seen and followed, if we go out. You said you did n't 
sleep last night I started up from a little nap, dreaming 
that Daniel Webster was chasing us with a loaded pistol. 
I thought of all manner of horrid things that might be 
happening to you, and I could n't sleep any more. Don't 
you think we might stay here ju§t this one night ? " He 
looked at her with pity in his eyes, but said, vevf firmly, 
"Ellen, it wouldn't be right" Without another word 
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8he prepared to go, though the tears were falling fast. 
The lady, finding his mind too fixed to be changed bj her 
persuasions, sent a guide with them to the house of Mr. 
Philbrick, a worthy, kind-hearted gentleman, who lived 
about half a mile ofil She herself told me the story; 
and she said she never felt so much respect and admira- 
tion for any human beings as she did for those two 
hunted slaves when she saw them walk out into the 
darkness and rain because they thought it wi-ong to en- 
danger, without his consent, a friend of their persecuted 
people. She felt anxious lest the slave-catchep or his 
agents might seize them on the road, and it was a great 
relief to her mind when the guide returned and said Mr. 
Philbrick received them gladly. 

After a few more days of peril they were secretly put 
on board a vessel, which conveyed them . to England. 
They carried letters which introduced them to good peo- 
ple, who contributed money to put them to school for a 
while. Their intelligence, industry, and good conduct 
confirmed the favorable impression made by their first 
appearance. In 1860, Mr. Crafts published a little book 
giving an account of their '^ Running a Thousand Miles 
for Freedom.*' They have now been living in England 
fifteen years. By their united industry 'and good man- 
agement they earned a comfortable living, and laid by 
a little, year after year, until they had enough to buy a 
small house in the village of Hammersmith, not far from 
the great city 4jf London. There they keep their chil- 
dren at the best of schools, and pay taxes which help to 
support the poor in the country which protected them in 
their time of danger and distress. 

The honesty, energy, and good sense of Mr. Crafts in- 
spired so much respect and confidence in England, that 
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the Quakers and other benevolent people, who wish to do 
good to Africa, also merchants,- who want to open trade 
with that region, sent him out there with a valuable cargo 
of goods, in November, 1862. The mission he is per- 
forming is very important to the well-being of the world, 
as you will see by the following explanation. 

Africa is four thousand miles across the Atlantic Ocean 
from the United States. It is inhabited by numerous 
tribes of black people, each tribe with a separate govern- 
ment. These tribes vary in degrees of intelligence and 
civilization ; but they are generally of a peaceable and 
kindly disposition, unless greatly provoked by wrongs 
from others. Where they are safe from attack they live 
in little villages of huts, and raise yams, rice, and other 
grain for food. They weave coarse cloth from cotton, 
merely by means of sticks stuck in the ground, and in 
some places they color it with gay patterns. They make 
very pretty baskets and mats from grasses, and some of 
the tribes manufacture rude tools of iron and ornaments 
of gold. But a constant state of warfare has hindered 
the improvement of the Africans ; for men have very lit- 
tle encouragement to build good houses, and make conven- 
ient furniture, and plant grain, if enemies are likely to 
come any night and bum and trample it all to the ground. 
These continual wars have been largely caused by the 
slave-trade. Formerly the African chiefs sold men into 
Slavery only in punishment for some crime they had 
committed, or to work out a debt they had failed to pay, 
or because they were prisoners taken in war. These 
customs were barbarous enough, but they were not so 
bad as what they were afterward taught to do by nations 
calling themselves Christians. In various countries of 
Europe and America there were white people too proud 
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and lazy to work, but desirous to dress in the best and 
live on the fat of the land. They sent ships oot to Africa 
to bring them negroes, whom they compelled to work 
without wages, with coarse, scanty food, and scarcely 
any clothing. They grew rich on the labor of these 
poor creatures, and spent their own time in drinking, 
gambling, and horse-racing. Slave-traders, in order to 
supply them with as many negroes as they wanted, would 
steal all the men, women,, and children they could catch 
on the coast of Africa ; and would buy others from the 
chiefs, paying them mostly in rum and gunpowder. This 
made the different tribes very desirous to go to war with 
each other, in order to take prisoners to sell to the slave- 
traders ; and the more rum they drank, the more full of 
fight they were. This mean and cruel business has been 
carried on by white men four hundred years; and all that 
while African villages have been burned in the night, 
and harvests trampled, and men, women, and children 
carried off to hopeless Slavery in distant lands. This 
continual violence, and intercourse with such bad white 
men as the slave-traders, kept the Africans barbarous; 
and made them much more barbarous than they would 
otherwise have been. Such a state of things made it 
impossible for them to improve, as they would have done 
if tlie nations called Christians had sent them spelling- 
books and Bibles instead of rum, teachers instead of 
slave-trade];s, and tools and machinery instead of gun- 
powder. 

Of all the African xjhiefe the King of Dahomey is the 
most powerful. He sends armed men all about the coun- 
try to carry off people and sell them to Europeans and 
Americans. In that bad way he has grown richer than 
other chiefs, and more hard-hearted. Benevolent people 

9* 
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in England have long desired to stop the ravages of the 
slave-trade and to teach the Africans better things. The 
dearth of cotton in the United States, occasioned by the 
Bebellion of the planters, turned the attention of English 
merchants in the same direction. It was accordingly 
agreed to send Mr. Crafts to Dahomey to open a tratie, 
and try to convince the king that it would be more profita- 
ble to him to employ men in raising cotton than to sell 
them for slaves. He was well received by the King of 
Dahomey, who shows a disposition to be influenced by 
his judicious counsels. This is a great satisfaction to Mr. 
Crafts, desirous as he is of elevating people of his own 
color. Numbers who were destined to be sold into foreign 
Slavery are already employed in raising cotton in their 
native land. Wars will become less frequent; and the 
African tribes will gradually learn that the arts of peace 
are more profitable, as well as more pleasant This will 
bring them into communication with a better class of 
white men ; and I hope that, before another hundred 
years have passed awayi there will be Christian churches 
all over Africa, and school-houses for the children. 

Mr. Crafts sold all the goods he carried out in the first 
vessel, and managed the business so well that he was sent 
out with another cargo. He is now one of the most enter- 
prising and respected merchants in that part of the world; 
and his labors produce better results than mere money, 
for they are the means of making men wiser and better. 
How much would have been lost to himself and the world 
if he had remained a slave in Greorgia, not allowed to 
profit by his own industry, and forbidden to improve his 
mind by learning to read ! 

Mr. M. D. Conway, the son of a slaveholder in Vir- 
ginia, but a very able and zealous fiiend of the colored 
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people, recently visited England, and sent the following 
letter to Boston, where it was read with great interest by 
the numerous friends of William and Ellen Crafts : — 

** London, October 29th, 1864. 
''A walk one pleasant morning across a green com- 
mon, then through a quiet street of the village called 
Hammersmith, brought me to the house of an American 
whom I respect as much as any now in Europe ; namely, 
William Crafls, once a slave in Greorgia, then a hunted 
fugitive in Massachusetts, but now a respected citizen 
of England, and the man who is doing more to redeem 
Africa from her cruel superstitions than all other forces 
put together. He lately came home from Dahomey, the 
ship-load of goods that he had taken out to Africa from 
Liverpool having been entirely sold. The merchants 
who sent him are preparing another cargo for him, and 
he will probably leave the country this week. His 
theory is, that commerce is to destroy the abominations 
in the realm of Dahomey. He is very black, but he 
finds the color which was so much against him in 
America a leading advantage to him in Airica. Ellen, 
his wife, told us that she was too white to go with him. 
He was absent on business in Liverpool, and thus, to my 
regret, I missed the opportunity of seeing him. There 
was a pretty little girl, and three unusually handsome 
boys. They all inherit the light complexion and beauty 
of their mother. We found Mrs. Crafts busy packing 
her husband's trunk for his next voyage. She showed 
us a number of interesting things which he had brought 
from Africa. Among them were birds of bright plumage, 
a belt worn by the Amazons in war, a sword made by 
the Africans, breastpins, and other excellent epecimens 
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of work in metals. I remembered that years ago the 

sight of similar things inspired Clarkson with his strong 

faith in the improvabilit j of the African race. 

"William and Ellen Crafts own the house in which 

they live. After that brave flight of a thousand miles for 

freedom, after the dangers which surrounded them in 

Massachusetts, it did my heart good to see them enjoying 

their own simple but charming home, to see them thus 

living under their own vine and fig-tree, none daring to 

molest or make them afraid. 

« M. D. Conway." 

Mrs. Crafts has used her needle diligently to make 
garments for the colored people of the United States 
emancipated by President Lincoln's Proclamation. She 
has had the pleasure of hearing that her mother is among 
them, healthy, and still young looking for her years. As 
soon as arrangements can be made she will go to Eng- 
land to rejoin her daughter, whom she has not seen since 
her hazardous flight from Georgia. 

I think all who read this romantic but true story- 
will agree with me in thinking that few white peo- 
ple have shown as much intelligence, moral worth, and 
refinement of feeling as the fugitive slaves William and 
Ellen Crafts. 



In February, 1861, the Emperor of Russia proclaimed free- 
dom to twenty-three millions of serfs. Finding their freedom 
was not secure in the hands of their former masters, he after- 
ward completed the good work by investing the freedmen with 
civil and political rights ; including the right to testify in court, 
the right to vote, and the right to hold office. 
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SPRING. 



BT OBOBOB HOBTON. 



HAIL, thou auspicious vernal dawn ! 
Ye birds, proclaim that winter *8 gone I 
Ye warbling minstrels, sing 1 
Pour forth your tribute as ye rise. 
And thus salute the fragrant skies, 
The pleasing smiles of spring ! 

Coo sweetly, O thou harmless dove. 
And bid thy mate no longer rove 

In cold hybernal vales ! 
Let music rise from every tongue. 
Whilst winter flies before the song 

Which floats on gentle gales. 

Ye frozen streams, dissolve and flow 
Along the valley sweet and slow ! 

Divested fields, be gay I 
Ye drooping forests, bloom on high. 
And raise your branches to the sky ; 

And thus your charms display I 

Thou world of heat ! thou vital source I 
The torpid insects feel thy force, 

Which all with life supplies. 
Gardens and orchards richly bloom, 
And send a gale of sweet perfume, 

To invite them as they rise. 
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Near where the crystal waters glide 
The male of birds escorts his bride, 

And twitters on the spray ; 
He mounts upon his active wing, 
To hail the bounty of the spring, 

The lavish pomp of May. 



THE GOOD GRANDMOTHER. 

BT HABRIBT JACOBS. 

I HAD a great treasure in my maternal grandmother, 
who was a remarkable woman in many respects. 
She was the daughter of a planter in South Carolina, 
who, at his death, left her and her mother free, with 
money to go to St. Augustine, where they had relatives. 
It was during the Revolutionary War, and they were 
captured on their passage, carried back, and sold to differ- 
ent purchasers. Such, was the story my grandmother 
used to tell me. She was sold to the keeper of a large 
hotel, and I have often heard her tell how hard she fared 
during childhood. But as she grew older she evinced 
so much intelligence, and was so faithful, that her master 
and mistress could not help seeing it was for their inter- 
est to take care of such a valuable piece of property. 
She became an indispensable person in the household, 
officiating in all capacities, from cook and wet-nurse to 
seamstress. She was much praised for her cooking ; and 
her nice crackers became so famous in the neighborhood 
that many people were desirous of obtaining them. In 
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consequence of niimeroiis reqaests of this kind, she asked 
permission of her mistress to bake crackers at night, after 
all the household work was done ; and she obtained leave 
to do it, provided she would clothe herself and the chil- 
dren from the profits. Upon these terms, after working 
hard all day for her mistress, she began her midnight 
bakings, assisted by her two oldest children. The busi- 
ness proved profitable ; and each year she laid by a little, 
to create a fund for the purchase of her children. Her 
master died, and his property was divided among the 
heirs. My grandmother remained in the service of his 
widow, as a slave. Her children were divided among 
her master's children ; but as she had five, Benjamin, the 
youngest, was sold, in order that the heirs might have an 
equal portion of dollars and cents. There was so little 
difi^erence in our ages, that he always seemed to me more 
like a brother than an uncle. He was a bright, hand- 
some lad, nearly white ; for he inherited the complexion 
my grandmother had derived from Anglo-Saxon ances- 
tors. His sale was a terrible blow to his mother; but 
she was naturally hopeful, and she went to work with 
redoubled energy, trusting in time to be able to purchase 
her children. One day, her mistress begged the loan of 
three hundred dollars from the little fund she had laid 
up from the proceeds of her baking. She promised to 
pay her soon ; but as no promise or writing given to a 
slave is legally binding, she was obliged to trust solely to 
her honor. 

In my master's house very little attention was paid 
to the slaves' meals. If they could catch a bit of* food 
while it was going, well and good. But I gave myself 
no trouble on that score; for on my various errands I 
passed my grandmother's house, and she always had 
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something to spare for me. I was frequently threatened 
with punishment if I stopped there ; and my grandmother, 
to avoid detaining me, often stood at the gate with some- 
thing for my breakfast or dinner. I was indebted to her 
for all my comforts, spiritual or temporal. It was her 
labor that supplied my scanty wardrobe. I have a vivid 
recollection of the linsey-woolsey dress given me every 
winter by Mrs. Flint How I hated it ! It was one of 
the badges of Slavery. While my grandmother was thus 
helping to support me from her hard earnings, the three 
hundred dollars she lent her mistress was never repaid. 
When her mistress died, my master, who was her son-in- 
law, was appointed executor. When grandmother applied 
to him for payment, he said the estate was insolvent, and 
the law prohibited payment It did not, however, pro- 
hibit him from retaining the silver candelabra which 
had been purchased with that money. I presume they 
will be handed down in the family from generation 
to generation. 

My grandmother's mistress had always promised that 
at her death she should be free ; and it was said that in 
her will she made good the promise. But when the estate 
was settled. Dr. Flint told the faithful old servant that, 
under existing circumstances, it was necessary she should 
be sold. 

On the appointed day the customary advertisement 
was posted up, proclaiming that there would be " a public 
sale of negroes, horses, &c." Dr. Flint called to tell my 
grandmother that he was unwilling to wound her feelings 
by putting her up at auction, and that he would prefer 
to dispose of her at private sale. She saw through his 
hypocrisy, and understood very well that he was ashamed 
of the job. She was a very spirited woman ; and if he 
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was base enough to sell her, after her mistress had made 
her free by her will, she was determined the public should 
know it. She had, for a long time, supplied many fam- 
ilies with crackers and preserves ; consequently " Aunt 
Marthy," as she was called, was generally known ; and 
all who knew her respected her intelligence and good 
character. It was also well known that her mistress had 
intended to leave her free, as a reward for her long and 
faithful services. When the day of sale came, she took 
her place among the chattels, and at the first call she 
sprang upon the auction-block. She was then fifty years 
old. Many voices called out : '^ Shame I shame ! Who 's 
going to sell you. Aunt Marthy? Don't stand there. 
That *s no place for you^ She made no answer, but 
quietly awaited her fate. No one bid for her. At last 
a feeble voice said, "Fifty dollars." It came from a 
maiden lady, seventy years old, the sister of my grand- 
mother's deceased mistress. She had lived forty years 
under the same roof with my grandmother ; she knew 
how faithfully she had served her owners, and how cruelly 
she had been defrauded of her rights, and she resolved to 
protect her. The auctioneer waited for a higher bid ; but 
her wishes were respected ; no one bid above her. The 
old lady could neither read nor write ; and when the bill 
of sale was made out, she signed it with a cross. But of 
what consequence was that, when she had a big heart 
overflowing with human kindness ? She gave the faith- 
ful old servant her freedom. 

My grandmother had always been a mother to her 
orphan grandchildren, as far as that was possible in a 
condition of Slavery. Her perseverance and unwearied 
industry continued unabated after her time was her own, 
and she soon became mistress of a snug little home, and 
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Burronnded herself with the necessaries of life. She wooM 
have been happy, if her family could have shared them 
with her. There remained to her but three children and 
two grandchildren ; and they were all slaves. Most ear- 
nestly did she strive to make us feel that it was the will of 
Grod ; that He had seen fit to place us nnder such circum- 
stances, and though it seemed hard, we ought to pray 
for contentment. It was a beautiful faith, coming from 
a mother who could not call her children her own. But 
I and Benjamin, her youngest boy, condemned it. It 
appeared to us that it was much more according to the 
will of God that we should be free, and able to make a 
home for ourselves, as she had done. There we always 
found balsam for our troubles. She was so loving, so 
sympathizing ! She always met us with a smile, and lis** 
tened with patfence to all our sorrows. She spoke so 
hopefully, that unconsciously the clouds gave place to 
sunshine. There was a grand big oven there, too, that 
baked bread and nice things for the town ; and we knew 
there was always a choice bit in store for us. But even 
the charms of that old oven failed to reconcile us to our 
hard lot. Benjamin was now a tall, handsome lad, 
strongly and gracefully made, and with a spirit too bold 
and daring for a slave. 

One day his master attempted to flog him for not obey- 
ing his summons quickly enough. Benjamin resisted, and 
in the struggle threw his master down. To raise his hand 
against a white man was a great crime, according to the 
laws of the State ; and to avoid a cruel, public whip- 
ping, Benjamin hid himself and made his escape. My 
grandmother was absent, visiting an old friend in the 
country, wh^n this happened. When she returned, and 
found her youngest child had fled, great was her sorrow. 
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But, with characteristic piety, she said, " Grod's will be 
done.'* Every morning she inquired whether any news 
had been heard from her boy. Alas I news did come, — 
sad news. The master received a letter, and was re- 
joicing over the capture of his human chattel. 

That day seems to me but as yesterday, so well do I 
remember it I saw him led through the streets in chains 
to Jail. His face was ghastly pale, but full of determina- 
tion. He had sent some one to his mother's house to ask 
her not to come to meet him. He said the sight of her 
distress would take from him all self-control. Her heart 
yearned to see him, and she went ; but she screened her- 
self in the crowd, that it might be as her child had said. 

We were not allowed to visit him. But we had known 
the jailer for years, and he was a kind-hearted man. At 
midnight he opened the door for my grandmother and 
myself to enter, in disguise. When we entered the cell, 
not a sound broke the stillness. '^ Benjamin," whispered 
my grandmother. No answer. " Benjamin ! " said she, 
again, in a faltering tone. There was a jingling of chains. 
The moon had just risen, and cast an uncertain light 
through the bars. We knelt down and took Benjamin's 
cold hands in ours. Sobs alone were heard, while she 
wept upon his neck. At last Benjamin's lips were un- 
sealed. Mother and son talked together. He asked her 
pardon for the suffering he had caused her. She told 
him she had nothing to forgive ; that she could not blame 
him for wanting to be free. He told her that he broke 
away from his captors, and was about to throw himself 
into the river, but thoughts of her came over him and 
arrested the movement. She asked him if he did not 
also think of Grod. He replied : " No, mother, I did not. 
When a man is hunted like a wild beast, he forgets that 
there is a God." 
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The pious mother shuddered, as she said : ^ Don't talk 
so, Benjamin. Try to be humble, and put your trust in 
Gk)d." 

" I wish I had some of your goodness," he replied. 
" You bear everything patiently, just as though you 
thought it was all right I wish I could." 

She told him it had not always been so with her ; that 
once she was like him ; but when sore troubles came upon 
her, and she had no arm to lean upon, she learned to 
call on God, and he lightened her burdens. She be- 
sought him to do so likewise. 

The jailer came to tell us we had overstayed our time, 
and we were obliged to hurry away. Grandmother went 
to the master and tried to intercede for her son. But he 
was inexorable. He said Benjamin should be made an 
example of. That he should be kept in jail till he was 
sold. For three months he remained within the walls of 
the prison, during which time grandmother secretly con- 
veyed him changes of clothes, and as often as possible 
carried him something warm for supper, accompanied 
with some little luxury for her friend the jailer. He 
was finally sold to a slave-trader from New Orleans. 
When they fastened irons upon his wrists to drive him 
off with the coffle, it was heart-rending to hear the groans 
of that poor mother, as she clung to the Benjamin of her 
family, — her youngest, her pet. He was pale and thin 
now, from hardships and long confinement ; but still his 
good looks were so observable that the slave-trader re- 
marked he would give any price for the handsome lad, 
if he were a girl. We, who knew so well what Slavery 
was, were thankful that he was not. 

Grandmother stifled her grief, and with strong arms 
and unwavering faith set to w6rk to purchase freedom 
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for Benjamin. She knew the Blave-trader would charge 
three times as much as he gave for him ; but she was not 
discouraged. She employed a lawyer to write to New 
Orleans, and try to negotiate the business for her. But 
word came that Benjamin was missing ; he had run away 
again. 

Philip, my grandmother's only remaining son, inherited 
his mother's intelligence. His mistress sometimes trusted 
him to go with a cargo to New York. One of these occa- 
sions occurred not long after Benjamin's second escape. 
Through God's good providence the brothers met in the 
streets of New York. It was a happy meeting, though 
Benjamin was very pale and thin ; for on his way from 
bondage he had been taken violently ill, and brought nigh 
unto death. Eagerly he embraced his brother, exclaim- 
ing : " O Phil ! here I am at last. I came nigh dying 
when I was almost in sight of freedom ; and O how I 
prayed that I might live just to get one breath of free 
air ! And here I am. In the old jail, I used to wish I 
was dead. But life is worth something now, and it would 
be hard to die." He begged his brother not to go back 
to the South, but to stay and work with him till they 
earned enough to buy their relatives. 

Philip replied: "It would kill mother if I deserted her 
She has pledged her house, and is working hai'der than 
ever to buy you. Will you be bought?" 

" Never ! " replied Benjamin, in his resolute tone. 
" When I have got so far out of their clutches, do you 
suppose, Phil, that I would ever let them be paid one 
red cent ? Do you think I would consent to have mother 
turned out of her hard-earned home in her old age ? And 
she never to see me after she had bought me ? For you 
know, Phil, she would never leave the South while any 
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of her children or grandchildren remained in Slavery. 
What a good mother ! * Tell her to buy you, PhiL You 
have always been a comfort to her ; and I have always 
been making her trouble.** 

Philip furnished his brother with some clothes, and 
gave him what money he had. Benjamin pressed his 
hand, and said, with moistened eyes, " I part from all my 
kindred." And so it proved. We never heard from him 
afterwards. 

When Uncle Philip came home, the first words he said, 
on entering the house, were : ^ mother, Ben is free ! 
I have seen him in New York." For a moment she 
seemed bewildered. He laid his hand gently on her 
shoulder and repeated what he had said. She raised 
her hands devoutly, and exclaimed, ^ God be praised I 
Let us thank Him." She dropped on her knees and 
poured forth her heart in prayer. When she grew calmer, 
she begged Philip to sit down and repeat every word her 
son had said. He told her all, except that Benjamin had 
nearly died on the way and was looking very pale and 
thin. 

Still the brave old woman toiled on to accomplish the 
rescue of her remaining children. After a while she 
succeeded in buying Philip, for whom she paid eight 
hundred dollars, and came home with the precious docu- 
ment that secured his freedom. The happy mother and 
son sat by her hearthstone that night, telling how proud 
they were of each other, and how they would prove to 
the world that they could take care of themselves, as they 
had long taken care of others. We all concluded by say- 
ing, *' He that is willing to be a slave, let him be a slave." 

My grandmother had still one daughter remaining in 
Slavery. She belonged to the same master that I did ; 



THE GOOD GBAKDMOTHEB. 215 

and a bard time she had of it. She was a good soul, this 
old Aunt Nancy. She did all she could to supply the 
place of my lost mother to us orphans. She was the 
factotum in our master's household. She was house- 
keeper, waiting-maid, and everything else : nothing went 
on well without her, by day or by night. She wore her- 
self out in their service. Grandmother toiled on, hoping 
to purchase release for her. But one evening word was 
brought that she had been suddenly attacked with paraly- 
sis, and grandmother hastened to her bedside. Mother 
and daughter had always been devotedly attached to 
each other ; and now they looked lovingly and earnestly 
into each other's eyes, longing to speak of secrets that 
weighed on the hearts of both. She lived but two days, 
and on the last day she was speechless. It was sad to 
witness the grief of her bereaved mother. She had 
always been strong to bear, and religious faith still sup- 
ported her; but her dark life had become still darker, 
and age and trouble were leaving deep traces on her 
withered face. The poor old back was fitted to its bur- 
den. It betit under it, but did not break. 

Unde Philip asked permission to bury his sister at his 
own expense; and slaveholders are always ready to 
grant svjcih favors to slaves and their relatives. The 
arrangements were very plain, but perfectly respectable. 
It was talked of by the slaves as a mighty grand funeral. 
If Northern travellers had been passing through the 
place, perhaps they would have described it as a beauti- 
ful tribute to the humble dead, a touching proof of the 
attachment between slaveholders and their slaves; and 
very likely the mistress would have confirmed this im- 
pression, with her handkerchief at her eyes. We could 
have told them how the poor old mother had toiled, year 
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after year, to buy her son Philip's right to his own eam- 
iiigs ; and how that same Philip had paid the expenses 
of the funeral which they regarded as doing so much 
credit to the master. 

There were some redeeming features in our hard des- 
tiny. Very pleasant are my recollections of the good 
old lady who paid fifty dollars for the purpose of making 
my grandmother free, when she stood on the auction- 
block. She loved this old lady, whom we all called 
Miss Fanny. She often took tea at grandmother's 
house. On such occasions, the table was spread with a 
snow-white cloth, and the china cups and silver spoons 
were taken from the old-fashioned buffet There were 
hot muffins, tea-rusks, and delicious sweetmeats. My 
grandmother always had a supply of such articles, be- 
cause she furnished the ladies of the town with such 
things for their parties. She " kept two cows for that 
purpose, and the fresh cream was Miss Fanny's delight. 
She invariably repeated that it was the very best in 
town. The old ladies had cosey times together. They 
would work and chat, and sometimes, while talking over 
old times, their spectacles would get dim with tears, and 
would have to be taken off and wiped. When Miss 
Fanny bade us " Good by," her bag was always filled 
with grandmother's best cakes, and she was urged to 
come again soon. 

[Here follows a long account of persecutions endured 
by the granddaughter, who tells this story. She finally 
made her escape, after encountering great dangers and 
hardships. The faithful old grandmother concealed her 
for a long time at great risk to them both, during which 
time she tried in vain to buy free papers for her. At 
last there came a chance to escape in a vessel Northward 
bound. She goes on to say : — ] 
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^ All arrangements were made for me to go on board at 
dusk. Grandmother came to me with a small bag of 
money, which she wanted me to take. I begged her to 
keep at least part of it ; but she insisted, while her tears 
fell fast, that I should take the whole. ' You may be 
sick among strangers,' said she ; ' and they would send 
you to the poor-house to die.' Ah, that good grand- 
mother I Though I had the blessed prospect of freedom 
before me, I felt dreadfully sad at leaving forever that 
old homestead, that had received and sheltered me in so 
many sorrows. Grandmother took me by the hand and 
said, * My child, let us pray.' We knelt down together, 
with my arm clasped round the faithful, loving old 
friend I was about to leave forever. On no other oc- 
casion has it been my lot to listen to so fervent a suppli- 
cation for mercy and protection. It thrilled through my 
heart and inspired me with trust in Gk)d% I staggered 
into the street, faint in body, though strong of purpose. 
I did not look back upon the dear old place, though I 
felt that I should never see it again." 

[The granddaughter found friends at the North, and, 
being uncommonly quick in her perceptions, she soon did 
much to supply the deficiencies of early education. 
While leading a worthy, industrious life in New York, 
she twice very narrowly escaped becoming a victim to 
the infamous Fugitive Slave Law. A noble-hearted 
lady purchased her freedom, and thereby rescued her 
from further danger. She thus closes the story of her 
venerable ancestor : — ] 

" My grandmother lived to rejoice in the knowledge of 

my freedom ; but not long afterward a letter came to me 

with a black seal. It was from a friend at the South, 

who informed me that she had gone ^ where the wicked 

10 
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cease from troubling, and where the weary are at rest' 
Among the gloomy recollections of my life in bondage 
come tender memories of that good grandmother, like a 
few fleecy clouds floating over a dark and troubled sea.** 

H« J. 

Note. — The above account is no fiction. The author, 
who was thirty years in Slavery, wrote it in an interest- 
ing book entitled '^ Linda." She is an esteemed friend 
of mine ; and I introduce this portion of her story here 
to illustrate the power of character over . circumstances. 
She has intense sympathy for those who are still suffer- 
ing in the bondage from which she escaped. She has 
devoted all her energies to the poor refugees in our 
camps, comforting the afflicted, nursing the sick> and 
teaching the children. On the 1st of January', 1863, 
she wrote me. a letter, which began as follows: ^^I have 
lived to hear the Proclamation of Freedom for my suffer- 
ing people. All my wrongs are forgiven. I am more 
than repaid for all I have endured. Glory to Grod in 

the highest I " 

L. M. Child. 



"THEY CANNOT TAKE CARE OF THEMSELVES." 

Our tobacco they plant, and our cotton they pick, 

And our rice they can harvest and thrash ; 
They feed us in health, and they nurse us when sick. 

And they earn — while we pocket — our cash. 
They lead us when young, and they help us when old, 

And their toil loads our tables and shelves ; 
But they 're " niters " ; SLud. therefore (the truth must be told) 

They cannot take care of themselves. 

Rev. John Pierpont. 
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THE COLORED MOTHER'S PRAYER. 

GREAT Father I who created all, 
The colored and the fair, 
listen to a mother's call ; 

Hear Thou the negro's prayer ! 

Yet once again thy people teach. 

With lessons from above, 
That they may practise what they preachy 

And all their neighbors love. 

Again the Grospel precepts ^ve ; 

Teach them this rule to know, — 
Such treatment as ye should receive, 

Be willing to bestow. 

Then my poor child, my darling one. 

Will never feel the smart 
Of their unjust and cruel scorn, 

That withers all the heart 

Great Father I who created all. 

The colored and the fair, 
O listen to a mother's call ; 

Hear Thou the negro's prayer I 
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WILLIAM COSTIN. 



MR. WILLIAM COSTIN was for twenty-four 
years porter of a bank in Washington, D. C. 
Many millions of dollars passed through his hands, but not 
a cent was ever missing, through fraud or carelessness. In 
his daily life he set an example of purity and benevolence. 
He adopted four orphan children into his family, and 
treated them with the kindness of a^ father. His character 
inspired general respect ; and when he died, in 1842, the 
newspapers of the city made honorable mention of him. 
The directors of the bank passed a resolution expressive 
of their high appreciation of his services, and his coffin 
was followed to the grave by a very large procession of 
citizens of all classes and complexions. Not long afler, 
when the Honorable John Quincy Adams was speaking 
in Congress on the subject of voting, he said : ^ The 
late William Costin, though he was not white, was as 
much respected as any man in the District ; and the large 
concourse of citizens that attended his remains to the 
grave — as well white as black — was an evidence of the 
manner in which he was estimated by the citizens of 
Washington. Now, why should such a man as that be 
excluded from the elective franchise, when you admit the 
vilest individuals of the white race to exercise it ? " 



Strain every nerve, wrestle with every power God and 
nature have put into your hands, for your place among the 
races of this Western world. — Wendell Phillips. 
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EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. 



BT L. MABIA CHILD. 



PEOPLE of all colors and conditionfl love their off- 
spring; but very few consider sufficiently how 
much the future character and happiness of their chil- 
dren depend on their own daily language and habits. It 
does very little good to teach children to be honest if the 
person who teaches them is not scrupulous about taking 
other people's property or using it without leave. It 
does very little good to tell them they ought to be 
modest, if they are accustomed to hear their elders use 
unclean words or tell indecent stories. Primers and 
catechisms may teach them to reverence Grod, but the 
lesson will lose half its effect if they habitually hear their 
parents curse and swear. Some two hundred years ago 
a very learned astronomer named Sir Isaac Newton 
lived in England. He was so devout that he always 
took off his hat when the name of Grod was mentioned. 
By that act of reverence he taught a feligious lesson to 
every child who witnessed it. Young souls are fed by 
what they see and hear, just as their bodies are fed with 
daily food. No parents who knew what they were doing 
would give their little ones poisonous food, that would 
produce fevers, ulcers, and death. It is of far more 
consequence not to poison their souls; for the body 
passes away, but the soul is immortal. 

When a traveller pointed to a stunted and crooked 
tree and asked what made it grow so, a child replied, 
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*' I suppose somebody trod on it when it was little." It 
is hard for children born in Slavery to grow up spiritu- 
ally straight and healthy, because they are trodden on 
when they are little. Being constantly treated unjustly, 
they cannot learn to be just Their parents have no 
power to protect them from evil influences. They can- 
not prevent their continually seeing cruel and indecent 
actions^ and hearing profane and dirty word^. Hereto- 
fore, you could not educate your children, eithisr morally 
or intellectually. But now that you are freemen, re- 
sponsibility rests upon you. You will be answerable 
before Grod for the influence you exert over the young 
souls intrusted to your care. Tou may be too ignorant 
to teach them much of book-learning, and you may be too 
poor to spend much money for their education, but yon 
can set them a pure and good example by your conduct 
and conversation. This you should try your utmost to 
do, and should pray to the Heavenly Father to help you ; 
for it is a very solemn duty, this rearing of young souls 
for eternity. That you yourselves have had a stunted 
growth, from being trodden upon when you were littlei 
will doubtless make you more careful not to tread QpOQ 
them. 

It is necessary that children should be made obedient 
to their elders, because they are not old enough to know 
what is good for themselves ; but obedience should always 
be obtained by the gentlest means possible. Violence 
excites anger and hatred, without doing any good to 
counterbalance the evil. When it is necessary to punish 
a child, it should be done in such a calm and reasonable 
manner as to convince him that you do it for his good, 
and not because you are in a rage. 

Slaves, all the world over, are generally mudi addicted 
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to lying. The reason is, that if they have done any mis- 
chief by carelessness or accident, they dare not tell the 
truth about it for fear of a cruel flogging. Violent and 
tyrannical treatment always produces that effect. Wher- 
ever children are abased, whether they are white or 
black, they become very cunning and deceitful ; for when 
the weak are tortured by the strong, they have no other 
way to save themselves from saffering. Such treatment 
does not cure faults ; it only makes people lie to conceal 
their faults. If a child does anything wrong, and confesses 
it frankly, his punishment ought to be slight, in order to 
encourage him in habits of truthfulness, which is one of 
the noblest attributes of manhood. If he commits the 
same fault a second time, even if he confesses it, he 
ought not to be let off so easily, because it is necessary 
to teach him that confession, though a very good thing, 
will not supply the place of repentance. When children 
are naughty, it is better to deprive them of some pleas- 
ant thing that they want to eat or drink or do, than it is 
to kick and cuff them.. It is better to attract them 
toward what is right than to drive them from what is 
wrong. Thus if a boy is lazy, it is wiser to promise him 
reward in proportion to his industry, than it is to cuff 
and scold him, which will only make him shirk work as 
soon as you are out of sight Whereas, if you tell him, 
^ You shfdl have six cents if you dig one bushel of 
potatoes, and six cents more if you dig two," he will 
have a motive that will stimulate him when you are not 
looking afler him. If he is too lazy to be stimulated by 
such offers, he must be told that he who digs no potatoes 
must have none to eat. 

The moral education which you are all the time giving 
your children, by what they hear you say and see you do. 
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is of more consequence to them than reading and writing 
and ciphering. But the education they get at school is 
also very important ; and it will be wise and kind in joa 
to buy such books as they need, and encourage them in 
every way to become good scholars, as well as good men. 
By so doing you will not only benefit them, but you will 
help all your race. Every colored man or woman who 
is virtuous and intelligent takes away something of preju- 
dice against colored men and women in general; and 
it likewise encourages all their brethren and sisters, by 
showing what colored people are capable of doing. 

The system of Slavery was all penalty and no attrac- 
tion ; in other words, it punished men if they did noi do, 
but it did not reward them for doing. In the manage- 
ment of your children you should do exactly the opposite 
of this. You should appeal to their manhood, not to their 
fears. After emancipation in the West Indies, planters 
who had been violent slaveholders, if they saw a freed- 
man leaning on his hoe, would say, ^ Work, you black 
rascal, or 1 11 flog you " ; and the freedman would lean 
all the longer on his hoe. Planters of a more wise and 
moderate character, if they saw the emancipated laborers 
idling away their time, would say, ''We expect better 
things of free men " ; and that appeal to their manhood 
made the hoes fly fast 

Old men and women have been treated with neglect 
and contempt in Slavery, because they were no longer 
able to work for the profit of their masters. But respect 
and tenderness are peculiarly due to the aged. They 
have done much and sufiered much. They are no longer 
able to help themselves; and we should help them, as 
they helped us in the feebleness of our infancy, and as 
we may again need to be helped in the feebl^ess of age. 
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Any want of kindness or dvility toward the old ought 
to be very seriously rebuked in children ; and affectionate 
attentions should be spoken of as praiseworthy. 

Slavery in every way fosters violence. Slave-children, 
being in the habit of seeing a great deal of beating, early 
form the habit of kicking and banging each other when 
they are angry, and of abusing poor helpless animals 
intrusted to their care. On all such occasions parents 
should say to them : ^ Those are the ways of Slavery. 
We expect better things of free children." 



AN HONORABLE RECORD. 

In 1887 the colored population in Philadelphia numbered 
eighteen thousand seven hundred and sixty-eight. Many of 
them were poor and ignorant, and some of them were vicious ; 
as would be the case with any people under such discourag- 
ing influences. But, notwithstanding they were excluded by 
prejudice from all the most profitable branches of industry, 
they had acquired property valued at one million three hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars ; five hundred and fifty thou- 
sand was in real estate, and eight hundred thousand was 
personal property. They had built sixteen churches, valued 
at one hundred and fourteen thousand dollars, for the support 
of which they annually paid over six thousand dollars. The 
pauper tax they paid was more than enough to support all the 
colored paupers in the city. They had eighty benevolent 
societies, and during that year they had expended fourteen 
thousand one hundred and seventy-two dollars for the relief 
of the sick and the helpless. *A number of them who had 
been slaves had paid, in the course of that year, seventy thou- 
sand seven hundred and thirty-three dollars to purchase their 
own freedom, or that of their relatives. 

10* o 
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THANK GOD FOR LITTLE CHILDREN. 

BT FBANCE8 B. W. HABPEB. 

THANE Gk)d for little chUdren ! 
Bright flowers by earth's wayside,— 
The dancing, joyous life-boats 
Upon life's stormy tide. 

Thank God for little children ! 

When our skies are cold and gray, 
They come as sunshine to our hearts, 

And charm our cares away.. 

I almost think the angels, 

Who tend life's garden fSsdr, 
Drop down the sweet wild blossoms 

That bloom around us here. 

It seems a breath of heaven 

^ Round many a cradle lies," 
And every little baby 

Brings a message from the skies. 

The humblest home, with children. 

Is rich in precious gems ; 
Better than wealth of monarchs, 

Or golden diadems. 

Dear mothers, guard these jewels 

As sacred offerings meet,— 
A wealth of household treasures, 

To lay at Jesus' feet 
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SAM AND ANDY. 



BT HABSIBT BBBOHEB 8TOWB. 



A BEAUTIFUL slave in Kentucky, named Eliza, 
had a very handsome little boy. One day she over- 
heard her master making a bargain with a slave-trader 
by the name of Haley to sell them both. She made her 
escape that night, taking her child with her. Her mis- 
tress, who was much attached to her, and did not want 
to have her sold, was glad when she heard that Eliza 
was gone ; but her master, who was afraid the trader 
would think he had helped her off afler he had taken 
the money for her, ordered the horses Bill and Jerry to 
be brought, and two of his slaves, called Sam and Andy, 
to go with the slave-trader in pursuit of the fugitive. The 
way they contrived how not to overtake Eliza is thus told 
in " Uncle Tom's Cabin " : — 

" ' Sam ! Halloo, Sam I * said Andy. * Mas'r wants you 
to cotch Bill and Jerry.* 

" < High ! what 's afoot now ? ' said Sam. 

"* Why I s'pose you don't know that Lizy's cut stick, 
and clared out, with her young un ? ' 

" * You teach your granny ! ' replied Sam, with infinite 
contempt ; * knowed it a heap sooner than you did. This 
nigger aVt so green, now.' 

"*Wal, anyhow, Mas*r wants Bill and Jerry geared 
right up ; and you and I 's to go with Mas'r Haley, to look 
arter her,' said Andy. 

<' Sam, who had just been contriving how he could make 
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i 



himself of importance on the plantation, exclaimed: ^ Grood, 
now ! dat 's de time o' day ! It *s Sam dat 's called for in 
dese yere times. He's de nigger. Mas'r'll see what 
Sam can do ! ' 

" * Ah, you 'd better think twice,' smd Andy ; * for Missis 
don't want her cotched, and she '11 be in yer wool.' 

^ ^ High I how you know dat ? ' said Sam, opening his 
eyes. 

^ ^ Heard her say so, my own self, dis blessed momin', 
when I bring in Mas'r's shaving-water. She sent me to 
see why Lizy did n't come to dress her ; and when I 
telled her she was off, she jes ris up, and ses she, ^' The 
Lord be praised ! " Mas'r he seemed rael mad ; and ses 
he, " Wife, you talk like a fool." But, Lor ! she '11 bring 
him to. I knows well enough how that'll be. It's allers 
best to stand Missis's side the fence, now I tell yer,* said 
Andy. 

^< Sam scratched his woolly pate, and gave a hitch to 
his pantaloons, as he had a habit of doing when his mind 
was perplexed. ' Der a'n't never no sayin' 'bout no kind 
o' thing in dis yere world,' said he at last. ^ Now I 'd a 
said sartin that Missis would a scoured the varsal world 
after Lizy.' 

^ < So she would,' said Andy ; < but can't ye see through 
a ladder, ye black nigger? Missis don't want dis yer 
Mas'r Haley to get Lizy's boy; dat's de go. And I 
'specs you 'd better be making tracks for dem bosses, — 
mighty sudden too, — for I beam Missis 'quirin' arter 
yer; so you've stood foolin' long enough.' 

'' Sam, upon this, began to bestir himself in earnest, 
and after a while appeared, bearing down gloriously to- 
wards the house, with Bill and Jerry in a full canter. 
Adroitly throwing himself off before they had any idea 
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of stopping, he brought them up alongside the horse-post 
like a tornado. Haley's horse, which was a skittish young 
colt, winced and bounced, and pulled bard at his halter. 

** * Ho ! ho I ' said Sam, * skeery, ar ye ? * and his black 
face lighted up with a curious, mischieyous gleam. ' 1 '11 
fix ye now,' said he. 

" There was a large beech-tree overshadowing the 
place, and the small, sharp, triangular beech-nuts lay 
scattered thickly on the ground. Sam stroked and patted 
the colt, and while pretending to adjust the saddle, he 
slipped under it a sharp little nut, in such a manner that 
the least weight brought upon the saddle would annoy the 
nervous animal, without leaving any perceptible wound. 

<^ < Dar, me fix 'em,' said he, rolling his eyes with an 
approving grin. 

'< At this moment Mrs. Shelby appeared on the balcony 
and beckoned to him. ' Why have you been loitering so, 
Sam ? ' said she. ^ I sent Andy to tell you to hurry.' 

'^ ' Bress you. Missis, bosses won't be cotched all in a 
minit. They done clared out down to the south pasture, 
and everywhar,' said Sam. 

" * Well, Sam,' replied his mistress, * you are to go with 
Mr. Haley to show him the road, and help him. Be care- 
ful of the horses, Sam. You know Jerry was a little lame 
last week. DonH ride them toofatt,^ She spoke the last 
words in a low voice, and with strong emphasis. 

'^ ' Let dis chile alone for dat,' said Sam, rolling up his 
eyes with a look full of meaning. < Yes, Missis, I '11 look 
out for de bosses.' 

^^ Sam returned to his stand under the beech-tree, and 
said to Andy, ' Now, Andy, I would n't be 't all surprised 
if dat ar gen'lman's crittur should gib a fiing, by and by, 
when he comes to be a gettin' up. You know, Andy, 
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critturs will do such things ' ; and Sam poked Andy in 
the side, in a highly suggestive manner. 

** * High ! ' exclaimed Andy, with an air that showed he 
understood instantly. 

<<<Yes, you see, Andy, Missis wants to make time,' 
said Sam ; * dat ar 's cFar to der most or'nary 'bserver. 
I jis make a little for her. Now, you see, get all dese 
yere hosses loose, caperin' permiscus round dis yere lot, 
and down to de wood dar, and I 'spec Mas'r won't be off 
in a hurry. 

" Andy grinned. 

" * You see, Andy,' said Sam, * if any such thing should 
happen as that Mas'r Haley's hoss should begin to act 
contrary, and cut up, you and I jist lets go of ouf^n to 
help him ! O yes, we '11 help him I ' And Sam and Andy 
laid their heads back on their shoulders, and broke into 
a low, immoderate laugh, snapping their fingers, and 
flourishing their heels with exquisite delight 

"While they were enjoying themselves in this 'style, 
Haley appeared on the verandah. Some cups of very 
good coffee had somewhat mollified him, and he came out 
smiling and talking in tolerably restored humor. Sam 
and Andy clawed for their torn hats, and flew to the 
horse-posts to be ready to * help Mas'r.' The brim of 
Sam's hat was all unbraided, and the slivers of the palm- 
leaf started apart in every direction, giving it a blazing 
air of freedom and defiance. The brim had gone entirely 
from Andy's hat ; but he thumped the crown on his head, 
and looked about well pleased, as if to ask, ^ Who says I 
have n't got a hat ? ' 

*' * Well, boys,' said Haley, ' be alive now. We must 
lose no time. ' 

" ' Not a bit of him, Mas'r,' said Sam, putting Haley's 
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rein into his hand and holding his stirrup, while Andy 
was untying the other two horses. 

^ The instant Haley touched the saddle the mettlesome 
creature bounded from the earth with a sudden spring, 
that threw his master sprawling some feet off, on the dry, 
soft turf With frantic ejaculations Sam made a dive at 
the reins, but only succeeded in brushing the torn slivers 
of his hat into the horse's eyes, which by no means tended 
to allay the confusion of his nerves. With two or three 
contemptuous snorts he upset Sam, flourished his heels 
vigorously in the air, and pranced away toward the lower 
end of the lawn. He was followed by Bill and Jerry, 
whom Andy had not failed to let loose, according to con- 
tract, speeding them off with various direful cries. And 
now there was a scene of great confusion. Sam and 
Andy ran and shouted ; dogs ran barking here and there ; 
Mike, Mose, Mandy, Fanny, and all the smaller speci- 
mens on the place, raced, whooped, shouted, and clapped 
their hands with outrageous zeal. Halej^s fleet horse 
entered into the spirit of the scene with great gusto. He 
raced round the lawn, which was half a mile in extent, 
and seemed to take a mischievous delight in letting his 
pursuers come within a hand's breadth of him, and then 
whisking off again with a start and a snort 

<^ Sam's t(HH bat was seen everywhere. If there seemed 
to be the least chance that a horse could be caught, down 
he bore upon him full tilt, shouting, < Now for it ! Cotch 
him ! cotch him ! ' in a way that set them all to racing 
again. 

" Haley ran np and down, stamped, cursed, and swore. 
The master in vain tried to give some directions from the 
balcony, and the mistress looked from her chamber win- 
dow and laughed. She had some suspicion that Sam 
was the cause of all this confusion. 
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^ At last, about twelve o'clock, Sam appeared, moanted 
on Jerry, leading Haley's horse, reeking with sweat, but 
with flashing eyes and dilated nostrils, showing that the 
spirit of freedom had not yet entirely subsided. 

*^ ' He 's cotched I ' exclaimed Sam, triumphantly. ^ If 
it had n't been for me they might a bast themselves, all 
on 'em ; but I cotched him.' 

** * Tou ! ' growled Haley. * If it had n't been for yow, 
this never would have happened.' 

^^Bress us, Mas'r!' exclaimed Sam; ^when it's me 
that 's been a radn' and chasin' till the swet jist pours off 
me.' 

" * Well, well I * said Haley, * you *ve lost me near, three 
hours with your cursed nonsense. Now let 's be off, and 
have no more fooling.' 

^ ' Why, Mas'r,' said Sam, in a deprecating tone, ^ I do 
believe you mean to kill us all clar, — bosses and all. 
Here we are all jist ready to drop down, and the critturs 
all in a reek o' sweat Sure Mas'r won't think of startin' 
now till arter dinner. Mas'r's boss wants rubben down. 
See how he's splashed hisselfl — and Jerry limps, too. 
Don't think Missis would be willing to have us start dia 
yere way, no how. Bress you, Mas'r, we can ketch up, 
if we stop. Lizy nebber was no great of a walker.' 

^^ The mistress, who, greatly to her amusement, over- 
heard this conversation from the verandah, now came 
forward and courteously urged Mr. Haley to stay to din- 
ner, saying that the cook should bring it on the table 
immediately. All things considered, the slave-trader con- 
cluded it was best to do so. As he moved toward the 
parlor, Sam rolled his eyes after him with unutterable 
meaning, and gravely led the horses to the stable. 

''When he bad fairly got beyond the shelter of the 
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barn, and fastened the horse to a post, he exclaimed, 
' Did you see him, Andy ? Did yer see him ? O Lor*, 
if it war n't as good as a meetin', now, to see him a dancin' 
and a kickin', and swarin' at us ! Did n't I hear him ? 
Swar away, ole feUow 1 says I to myself. Will you have 
yer hoss now, or wait till you cotch him ? says I.' And 
Sam and Andy leaned up against the bam, and laughed 
to their hearts' content. 

^ ' Yer OQghter seen how mad he looked when I brought 
the hoss up. Lor*, he 'd a kDled me if he durs' to ; and 
there I was a standin' as innercent and humble.' 

*"Lor', I seed you,' said Andy. *A'n't you an old 
hoss, Sam ? ' 

^' ' Rather 'specs I am,' said Sam. ^ Did you see Mis- 
sus up stars at the winder ? I seed her laughin'.' 

^ < I 'm sure I was racin' so I did n't see nothin,' said 
Andy. 

" ' Wal, yer see, I 'se 'quired a habit o' bobservation,' 
said Sam. 'It's a very 'portant habit, Andy; and I 
'commend yer to be cultivatin' it, now yer young. Bob- 
servation makes all de difference in niggers. Did n't I 
see what Missis wanted, though she never let on ? Dat 
ar's bobservation, Andy. I 'specs it's what yer may 
call a faculty. Faculties is different in different peoples ; 
but cultivation of 'em goes a great way.* 

"*I guess if I hadn't helped your bobservation dis 
momin', yer would n't have seen yer way so smart,' said 
Andy. 

" * You 's a promisin' chile, Andy, der a'n't no manner 
o' doubt,' said Sam. ' I think lots of yer, Andy ; and I 
don't feel no ways ashamed to take idees from yer. 
Let's go up to the house now, Andy. I'll be boun' 
Missis 'U give us an uncommon good bite dis * yere 
time.' " 
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^The mistress had promised that dinner should be 
brought on the table in a hurry, and she had given the 
orders in Hale/s hearing. But the servants all seemed 
to have an impression that Missis woald not be dis- 
obliged by delay. Aunt Chloe, the cook, went on with 
her operations in a very leisurely manner. Then it was 
wonderful what a number of accidents happened. One 
upset the butter; another tumbled down with the water, 
and had to go to the spring for more ; another spilled the 
gravy ; then Aunt Chloe set about making new gravy, 
watching it and stirring it with the greatest precision. 
If reminded that the orders were to hurry, she answered 
shortly that she ^ war n*t a going to have raw gravy on 
the table, to help nobody's catchinV 

^ From time to time there was giggling in the kitchen, 
when news was brought that ' Mas'r Haley was mighty 
oneasy, and that he could n't set in his cheer no ways, but 
was a walkin' and stalkin' to the winders and through 
the porch.' 

« < Sarves him right 1 ' said Aunt Chloe. * He 11 git 
wus nor oneasy, one of these days, if he don't mend his 
ways.' 

''At last the dinner was sent in, and the mistress 
smiled and chatted, and did all she could to make the 
time pass imperceptibly. 

'' At two o'clock, Sam and Andy brought the horses 
up to the posts, apparently greatly refireshed and invigo- 
rated by the scamper of the morning. As Haley pre- 
pared to mount, he said, 'Your master don't keep no 
dogs, I s'pose ? ' 

"'Heaps on 'em,' said Sam, triumphantly. 'Thar's 
Bruno, — he's a roarer; and besides that, 'bout every 
nigger of us keeps a pup o' some natur' or uther.* 
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" * But does your master keep any dogs for tracking 
out niggers ? ' said Haley. 

'^ Sam knew very well what he meant, hut he kept on 
a look of desperate simplicity. *WaV said he, 'our 
dogs all smells round considerable sharp. I 'spect they 'b 
the kind, though they ha'n't never had no practice. 
They's far dogs at most anything though, if you'd 
get *em started.' He whistled to Bruno, a great lumber- 
ing Newfoundland dog, who came pitching tumultqously 
toward them. 

<<'You go hang!' exclaimed Haley, mounting his 
horse. * Come, tumble up, now.' 

Sam tumbled up accordingly, contriving to tickle 
Andy as he did so. This made Andy split out into a 
laugh, greatly to Haley's indignation, who made a cut at 
him with his riding-whip. * I 'se 'stonished at yer, Andy,' 
said Sam, with awful gravity. ' This yere 's a seris 
bisness, Andy. Yer must n't be a makin' game. This 
yere a'n't no way to help Mas'r.' 

''When they came to the boundaries of the estate, 
Haley said : ' I shall take the road to the river. I know 
the way of all of 'em. They always makes tracks for 
the underground.' 

" ' Sartin, dat's de idee,' said Sam. ' Mas'r Haley hits 
de thing right in de middle. Now, der's two roads to 
de river, — de dirt road and der pike. Which Mas'r 
mean to take?' 

" Andy looked up innocently at Sam, surprised at hear- 
ing this new geographical fact; but he instantly con- 
firmed what Sam said. 

" ' I 'd rather be 'clined to 'magine that Lizy 'd take 
der dirt road, bein' it's the least travelled,' said Sam. 
Though Haley was an old bird, and inclined to be sus- 
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picious of chaff, he was rather brought up by this view 
of the case. He pondered a moment, itnd said, ^ If jer 
was n't both on yer such cussed liars, now ! ' 

^ The pensive tone in which this was spoken amused 
Andy prodigiously. He fell a little behind, and shook so 
with laiighter as to run a great risk of falling from his 
horse. But Sam's face was immovably composed into 
the most doleful gravity. 

^^^ Course, Mas'r can do as he'd ruther,' said Sam. 
' It 's all one to us. When I study 'pon it, I think de 
straight road is de best' 

^ ' She would naturally go a lonesome way,' said 
Haley. 

^ ^ I should 'magine so,' said Sam ; ' but gals is pecular. 
Dey nebber does nothin' ye thinks they will; moee 
gen'Uy de contrar ; so if yer thinks they *ve gone one 
road, it 's sartin you 'd better go t'other, and then you '11 
be sure to find 'em. So I think we'd better take de 
straight road.' 

^ Haley announced decidedly that he should go the 
other, and asked when they should come to it 

^^A little piece ahe<},' said Sam, giving a wink to 
Andy. He added gravely, ^ I 've studded on de matter, 
and I 'm quite clar we ought not to go dat ar way. I 
nebber been over it no way. It 's despit lonesome, and 
we might lose our way. And now I think on 't, I beam 
'em tell dat ar road was all fenced up down by der creek. 
A'n'tit,Andy?' 

" Andy was n't certain ; he 'd only ' beam tell ' about 
that road, but had never been over it 

*' Haley thought the first mention of the road was in- 
voluntary on Sam's part, and that, upon second thoughts, 
he had lied desperately to dissuade him from taking that 
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direction because he was unwilling to implicate Eliza. 
Therefore he struck briskly into the road, and was fol- 
lowed by Sam and And j. 

" The road in fact had formerly been an old thorough- 
fare to the river, but after the laying of the new pike it 
had been abandoned. It was open for about $A hour's 
ride, and after that it was cut across by various farms 
and fences. Sam knew this perfectly well ; indeed, the 
road had been so long closed that Andy had never heard 
of it. He therefore rode along with an air of dutiful sub- 
mission, only groaning occasionally, and saying it was 
'desp't rough, and bad for Jerry's foot' 

" ' Now, I jest give yer warning, I know yer,* said 
Haley. *Yer won't get me to turn off this yere road, 
with all yer fussin' ; so you shet up." 

" * Mas'r will go his own way,' said Sam, with rueful 
submission, at the same time winking portentously to 
Andy, whose delight now was very near the explosive 
point Sam was in wonderful spirits. He professed to 
keep a very brisk lookout At one time he exclaimed 
that he saw ^ a gal's bunnet ' on the top of some distant 
eminence ; at another time, he called out to Andy to ask 
if ' that thar was n't Lizy down in the holler.' He was 
always sure to make these exclamations in some rough 
or craggy part of the road, wh^re the sudden quickening 
of speed was a special inconvenience to all parties con- 
cerned, thus keeping Haley in a state of constant com- 
motion. 

'^ After riding about an hour in this way, the whole 
party made a precipitate . and tumultuous descent into a 
barn-yard belonging to a large farming establishment. 
Not a soul waa in sight, all the hands being employed 
in the fields ; but as the bam stood square across the road, 
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it was evident that their journey in that direction had 
reached its end. 

^ ' You rascal ! ' said Haley ; ' you knew all about this.* 

"*Did n't I teU yer I know^d, and yer wouldn't believe 
me ? ' replied Sam. < I tolled Mas'r 't was all shet up, and 
fenced up, and I did n't 'spect we could git through. Andy 
heard me.' 

''This was too true to be disputed, and the unlucky 
man had to pocket his wrath as well as he could. All 
three fac«d to the right about, and took up their line of 
march for the highway." 

[The consequence of all these delays was, that they 
reached the Ohio River only in season to see Eliza and 
her child get safely on the other side, by jumping from 
one mass of floating ice to the other.] 

"'The gal's got seven devils in her I believe,' said 
Haley. 'How like a wild-cat she jumped!' 

" ' Wal, now,' said Sam, scratching his head, ' I hope 
Mas'r 'scuse us tryin' dat ar road. Don't think I feel 
spry enough for dat ar, no way ' ; and Sam gave a hoarse 
chuckle. 

" ' Tou laugh ! ' exclaimed the slave-trader, with a 
growl. 

" ' I could n't help it now, Mas'r,' said Sam, giving way 
to the long pent-up delight of his soul. ' She looked so 
curis, a leapin' and springin' ; ice a crackin' — and only 
to hear her ! plump ! ker chunk ! ker splash I ' and Sam 
and Andy laughed till the tears rolled down their cheeks. 

" ' I '11 make yer laugh t' other side yer mouths 1 ' ex- 
claimed the trader, laying about their heads with his 
riding-whip. Both ducked, and ran shouting up ihe 
bank. They were oh their horses before he could come 
up with them. 
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" With much gravity Sam called out : ' Good evening, 
Mas'r Haley. Won't want us no longer. I 'spect Missis 
be anxious 'bout Jerry. Missis would n't bear of our 
ridin' the critturs over Li^'s bridge to-night' With a 
poke. into Andy's ribs, they started off at full speed, their 
shouts of laughter coming faintly on the wind. 

^^ Sam was in the highest possible feather. He ex- 
pressed his exultation by all sorts of howls and ejacula- 
tions, and by divers odd motions and contortions of his 
whole system. Sometimes he would sit backward with 
his face to the horse's tail ; then, with a whoop and. a 
somerset, he would come right side up in his place again ; 
and, drawing on a grave face, he would begin to lecture 
Andy for laughing and playing the fooL Anon, slapping 
his sides with his arms, he would burst forth in peals of 
laughter, that made the old woods ring as they passed. 
With all these evolutions, he contrived to keep the horses 
up to the top of their speed, until, between ten and eleven, 
their heels resounded on the gravel at the end of the 
bs^cony. 

'^ His mistress flew to the railings, and called out, ' Is 
that you, Sam ? Where are they ? ' 

^'^Mas'r Haley's a restin' at the tavern,' said Sam. 
*• He 's drefiul fatigued. Missis.' 

" * And Eliza, where is she, Sam ? ' 

'^ ' Wal, Missis, de Lord he persarves his own. Lizy 's 
done gone over the river into 'Hio ; as 'markably as if de 
Lord took her over in a chariot of fire and two bosses.' 

^' His master, who had followed his wife to the veran- 
dah, s^id, ' Come up here, and tell your mistress what she 
wants to know.' 

'^Sam soon appeared at the parlor-door, hat in hand. 
In answer to their questions, he told his story in lively 
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Style. ' Dis yere 's a providence, and no mistake/ said 
Sam, piously rolling up his eyes. ^ As Missis has allers 
been instructin' on us, thar 'a allers instruments ris up to 
do de Lord's will. Now if it had n't been for me to-day, 
Lizy 'd been took a dozen times. War n't it I started 
off de bosses, dis yere momin', and kept 'em chasin' till 
dinner time ? And did n't I car Mas'r Haley five miles 
out of de road dis evening ? else he 'd a come up with 
Lizy, as easy as a dog arter a coon. Dese yere's all 
providences I ' 

■ ^ With as much sternness as he could command under 
the circumstances, his master said, ' They are a kind of 
providences that you '11 have to be pretty sparing of, 
Sam. I allow no such practices with gentlemen on my 
place.' 

^' Sam stood with the comers of his mouth lowered, in 
most penitential style. ^ Mas'r 's quite right,' said he. 
^ It was ugly on me ; thar 's no disputin' that ar ; and 
of course Mas'r and Missis would n't encourage no such 
works. I 'm sensible ob dat ar. But a poor nigger like 
me 's 'mazin' tempted to act ugly sometimes, when fellers 
will cut up such shines as dat ar Mas'r Haley. He a'n't 
no genTman no way. Anybody 's been raised as I 've 
been can't help a seein' dat ar.' 

" * Well, Sam,' said his mistress, * as you seem to have 
a proper sense of your errors, you may go now and tell 
Aunt Chloe she may get you some of that cold ham that 
was lefl of dinner to-day. You and Andy must be 
hungry.' 

<^ ^ Missis is a heap too good for us,' said Sam, making 
his bow with alacrity and departing. 

^ Having done up his piety and humility, to the satis- 
faction of the parlor, as he trusted, he clapped his palm- 
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leaf on his head with a sort of free-and-easj air, and 
proceeded to the dominions of Aant Chloe, with the in- 
tention of flourishing largeljyn the kitchen." 



JOHN BROWN AND THE COLORED CHILD. 

BT L. HABIA CHILD. 

[When John Brown went from the jail to the gallows, in Charles- 
town, Virginia, December 2, 1869, he stooped to kiss a little colored 
child.] 

A WINTER sunshine, still and bright, 
The Bine Hills bathed with golden light, 
And earth was smiling to the sky, 
When calmly, he went forth to die. 

Infernal passions festered there, 
Where peaceful Nature looked so fair ; 
And fiercely, in the morning sun, 
Flashed glitt'iing bayonet and gun. 

The old man met no friendly eye, 
When last he looked on earth and sky ; 
But one small child, with timid air, 
Was gazing on his hoary hair. 

As that dark brow to his upturned. 
The tender heart within him yearned ; 
And, fondly stooping o*er her face. 
He kissed her for her injured race. 

11 p 



242 THE FREEDMEN*S BOOK. 

The little one she knew not why 
That kind old man went forth to die ; 
Nor why, 'mid all thi^ pomp and stir. 
He stooped to give a kiss to her. 

But Jesus smiled that sight to see, 
And said, '^ He did it unto mer 
The golden harps then sweetly rung, 
And this the song the angels sung : 

**Who loves the poor doth love the Lord ; 
Earth cannot dim thy bright reward : 
We hover o'er yon gallows high, 
And wait to bear thee to the sky." 



John Browx, on his way to the scafTold, stooped to take 
up a slave-child. That closing example was the legacy of the 
dying man to his country. That benediction we must con- 
tinue and fulfil. In this new order, equality, long postponed, 
shall become the master-principle of our system, and the very 
frontispiece of our Constitution. — Hon. Chasles Subiner. 



Christ told me to remember those in bonds as bound 
with them ; to do toward them as I should wish them to do 
toward me in similar circumstances. My conscience bade me 
to do that. Therefore I have no regret for the transaction for 
which I am condemned. I think I feel as happy as Paul did 
when he lay in prison. He knew if they killed him it would 
greatly advance the cause of Christ. That was the reason he 
rejoiced. On that same ground " I do rejoice, yea, and will 
rejoice." — John Brown. 
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THE AIR OF FREEDOM. 

BT TRANCBS B. W. HABPBB. 

[Written at Niagara Falls in 1866.] 

I HAVE just returned from Canada. I have gazed for 
the first time upon free land. Would you believe it? 
the tears sprang to my eyes, and I wept It was a glori- 
ous sight to gaze, for the first time, on the land where a 
poor slave, fiying from our land of boasted liberty, would 
in a moment find his fetters broken and his shackles 
loosed. Whatever he was in the land of Washington, 
in the shadow of Bunker Hill Monument, or even 
upon Plymouth Bock, here he becomes ^'a man and a 
brother." 

I had gazed on Harper's Ferry, or rather the Bock at 
the Ferry, towering up in simple grandeur, with the 
gentle Potomac gliding peacefully at its feet ; and I felt 
that it was God's masonry. . My soul expanded while 
gazing on its sublimity. I had heard the ocean singing 
its wild chorus of sounding waves, and the living chords 
of my heart thrilled with ecstasy. I have since seen the 
rainbow-crowned Niagara, girdled with grandeur and 
robed with glory, chanting the choral hymn of omnipo- 
tence ; but none of these sights have melted me, as did 
the first sight of free land. 

Towering mountains, lifting their hoary summits to 
catch the first faint flush of day, when the sunbeams kiss 
the shadows from morning's drowsy face, may expand 
and exalt your soul; the first view of the ocean may 
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fill you with strange delight; the great, the glorious 
Niagara may hush your spirit with its ceaseless thunder, 
— it may charm you with its robe of crested spray, and 
with its rainbow a:t>wn: but the land of freedom has 
a lesson of deeper significance than foaming waves and 
towering mountains. It carries the heart back to that 
heroic struggle in Great Britain for the eniancipation of 
the slaves, in which the great heart of the people throb- 
bed for liberty, and the mighty pulse of the nation be^ 
fbr fi^edom, till eight hundred thousand men, women, 
and children in the West Indies arose redeemed from 
bondage and freed from chains. 



EMANCIPATION IN THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA, APRIL i6, 1862. 

BT JAXB8 MADISOV BBLL. 

UNFURL your banners to the breeze I 
Let Freedom's tocsin sound amain, 
Until the islands of the seas 

Re-echo with the glad refrain ! 
Columbia 's free 1 Columbia 's free I 

Her teeming streets, her vine-clad groves, 
Are sacred now to Liberty, 

And God, who every right approves. 

Thank Grod, the Capital is free ! 

The slaver's pen, the auction-block. 
The gory lash of cruelty, 

No more this nation's pride shall mock } 
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No more, within those ten miles square, 
Shall men be bought and women sold ; 

Nor infants, sable-hued and fair, 
Exchanged again for paltrj gold. 

To-day the Capital is free I 

And free those halls where Adams stood 
To plead f(Sr man's humanity, 

And for a common brotherhood ; 
Where Sumner stood, with massiye frame^ 

Whose eloquent philosophj 
Has clustered round his deathless name 

Bright laurels for eternity ; 

Where Wilson, Lovejoy, Wade, and Hak, 

And other lights of equal power, 
Have stood, like warriors clad in mail, 

Before the giant of the hour, -^^ 
Co-woi^ers in a common cause. 

Laboring for their counlay's weal, 
By just enactments, righteous laws, 

And burning, eloquent appeal. 

To them we owe and gladly bring 

The grateful tributes of our hearts ; 
And while we live to muse and sing. 

These in our songs shall claim their parts. 
To-day Columbia's air doth seem 

Much purer than in days agone ; 
And now her mighty heart, I deem, 

Hath lighter grown by marching on. 
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THE LAWS OF HEALTH. 



BT L. MABIA CHILD. 



THERE are three things pecnliarlj essential to 
health, — ''plenty of fresh water, plenty of pure air, 
and enough of nourishing food. 

If possible, the human body should be washed all over 
every day ; but if circumstanoes render that difficult, the 
operation should be performed at least two or three times 
a week. People in general are not aware how impor- 
tant frequent bathing is. The cuticle, or skin, with 
which the human body is covered, is like fine net-work, 
or lace. By help of a magnifying-glass, called a micro- 
scope, it can be seen that there are a thousand holes in 
every inch of our skin. In the skin of a middle-sized 
man there are two millions three hundred and four 
thousand of these holes, called pores. Those pores are 
the mouths of exceedingly small vessels made to carry 
off fluids, which are continually formed in the human 
body, and need to be continually carried off. This 
process is going on all the time, whether we are sleep- 
ing or waking, hot or cold. When we are cool and at 
rest, that which passes off is invisible ; and because we 
see no signs of it, and are not sensible of it, it is called 
insensible perspiration. But in very hot weather, or 
when we exercise violently, a saltish fluid passes through 
our pores in great drops, which we call sweat ; and be- 
cause we can see and feel it, it is called sensible perspira- 
tion. If the pores of the body are filled up with dust, or 
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any kind of dirt, the fluids cannot pass off through thenii 
as Nature intended ; and, being shut up, thej become 
corrupt and produce fevers and bad humors. This is the 
reason why physicians always advise people to be careinl 
and keep their pores open. In order to do this, dust and 
dirt should be frequently washed away. Many a fever 
and many a troublesome sore might be prevented by fre- 
quent bathing. Moreover, tlie skin looks smoother and 
handsomer when it is washed often. If a pond or river 
is near by, it is well to svnm a few minutes every day or 
two ; if not, the body should be washed with a pail of 
water and a rag. But it is not safe to go into cold water, 
or to apply it to the skin, when you are very much 
heated ; nor is it safe to drink much cold water nntil 
you get somewhat cool. The best way is to plunge into 
water when you first get up in the morning, and then rub 
yourself with a cloth till you feel all of a glow. It takes 
but a few minutes, and you will feel more vigorous for it 
all day. Cool water is more healthy to wash in than 
warm water. It makes a person feel stronger, and it is 
not attended with any danger of catching cold afterward. 
But water directly from the well is too chilly ; it is better 
to use it when it has been standing in the house some 
hours. Garments worn next to the skin, and the sheets 
in which you sleep, imbibe something of the fluids all 
the time passing from the body ; therefore they should 
be washed every week. I am aware that, as slaves, you 
had no beds or sheets ; but as free men I hope you will 
gradually be able to provide yourselves with such com- 
forts. Meanwhile, sleep in the cleanest way that you 
can ; for that is one way to avoid sickness. When the 
skin is hot and feverish, it does a great deal of good to 
wipe the face, arms, and legs with a doth moistened with 
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jcool water, changed oecasionallj. Headache is often 
cured bj placing the feet in cool water a minute or two, 
Atkd then rubbing them smartly with a dry cloth. Sit- 
titig in cool water fifteen or twenty minutes is also a 
remedy for headache or dizziness. A cut or bruise 
heals much quicker if it is soaked ten or fifteen minutes 
in cool water, then wrapped in six or eight folds of wet 
rag, and covered with a piece of dry cloth. The rag 
should be moistened again when it gets dry. This sim- 
ple process subdues the heat and fever of a wound. 
When the throat is sore, it is an excellent thing to wask 
the outside freely with cold water the first thing in ihe 
inoming, and then wipe it very dry. A wet bandage at 
night, covered with a' dry cloth, to keep it from the air, 
often proves very comforting when the throat is inflamed. 
Indeed, it is scarcely possible to say too much in &vor of 
using cool water freely, at suitable times. 

Fresh air is as important as good water. The lung^ 
of the human body are all the time drawing in air and 
breathing out air. What we breathe out carries away 
with it something from our bodies. Therefore it is uo- 
liealthy to be in a room with many people, without doors 
or windows open ; for the people draw m all the fresli s&ty 
and what they breathe out is more or less corrupted by 
having passed through their bodies. It is very impor- 
tant to health to have plenty of pure fresh air to breathe. 
No dirty things, or decaying substances, such as cab- 
bage-leaves or mouldy vegetables, or pools of stagnant 
water, should be allowed to remain anywhere near a 
dwelling. The pools should be filled up, and the decay- 
ing things should be carried away from the house, heaped 
tip and covered with earth to make manure for the gar- 
den. If there is not room enough to do that, thej should 
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be buried in the ground. Whole fEunilies oflen have 
fevers from breathing the bad odors that rise from such 
things. It is morally wrong to indulge in any habits 
that injure the health or well-being of others. The bed, 
and the coverings of the bed, should have fresh air let in 
upon them every day ; otherwise, they retain the fluids 
which are passing from the body all the time. In Eng- 
land, children that worked in large manufactories became 
pale and sickly and died off fast When doctors inquired 
into it, they found that the poor little creatures crept into 
the same bedclothes week after week, and month after 
month, without having them washed or aired. 

Occasional change in articles of food is healthy, as 
well as agreeable ; but it is injurious to eat a great va- 
riety of things at the same meal. There are two good 
rules, so very simple that everybody, rich or poor, can 
observe them: First, never indulge yourself in eating 
what you have found by experience does not agree with 
you; secondly, when you have eaten enough, do not 
continue to eat merely because the food tastes good. It 
is foolish to derange the stomach for a long time to please 
the palate for a short time. 

If you have oppressed feelings in the head, or sour and 
bitter tastes in the mouth, or a tendency to sickishness, 
take nothing but bread and water for two or three days, 
and you will be very likely to save yourself from a fever. 

People might spare themselves many a toothache if 

they would rinse their mouths after every meal, and every 

night, before- going to bed, remove every particle of food 

from between the teeth, and rinse them thoroughly with 

water. New toothpicks should be made often, for the 

sake of cleanliness. 

Dirt was a necessity of Slavery; and that is one 
II* 
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reason, among many others, whj freemen should hate 
it, and try to put it away from their minds, their persons, 
and their habitations. 



PRESIDENT LINCOLN'S PROCLAMATION OF 
EMANCIPATION, JANUARY i, 1863. 

BT FRANCES 8. W. HABPBB. 

IT shall flash through coming ages. 
It shall light the dbtant years ; 
And eyes now dim with sorrow 

Shall be brighter through their tears. 

It shall flush the mountain -ranges, 
And the valleys shall grow bright ; 

It shall bathe the hills in radiance. 
And crown their brows with light. 

It shall flood with golden splendor 

All the huts of Caroline ; 
And the sun-kissed brow of labor 

With lustre new shall shine. 

It shall gild the gloomy prison, 
Darkened by the nation's crime. 

Where the dumb and patient millions 
Wait the better-coming time. 

By the light that gilds their prison 
They dhall see its mouldering key ; 
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And the bolts and bars shall vibrate 
With the triumphs of the free. 

Though the morning seemed to linger 

O'er the hill-tops &r away, 
Now the shadows bear the protnise 

Of the quickly coming day. 

Soon the mists and murky shadows 
Shall be fringed with crimson light, 

And the glorious dawn of freedom 
Break refulgent on the sight. 



NEW-YEAR'S DAY ON THE ISLANDS OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA, 1863. " . 



BT CHABLOTTB L. FORTBN. 



A FEW days before Christmas we were delighted at 
receiving a beautiful Christmas Hymn from John 
G. Whittier, written especially for our children. They 
learned it very easily, and enjoyed singing it. We showed 
them the writer's picture, and told them he was a very 
good friend of theirs, who felt the deepest interest in 
them, and had written this Hymn expressly for them to 
sing. This made them very proud and happy. 

Early Christmas morning we were wakened by the 
people knocking at the doors and windows, and shouting 
" Meny Christmas ! " After distributing some little^pres- 
ents among them, we went to the church, which had been 
decorated with holly, pine, cassena, mistletoe, and the 
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haDging moss, and had a very Ghristmas-like look. The 
children of our school assembled there, and we gave them 
the nice comfortable clothing and the picture-books which 
had been kindly sent by some Philadelphia ladies. There 
were at least a hundred and fifty children present It 
was ^ery pleasant to see their happy, expectant little 
faces. To them it was a wonderful Christmas-day, such 
as they had never dreamed of before. There was cheer- 
ful sunshine without, Hghting up the beautiful moss dra- 
pery of the oaks, and looking in joyously through the 
open windows ; and there were bright faces and glad 
hearts withm. 

After the distribution of the gifts, the children were 
addressed by some of the gentlemen present. Then they 
sang the following Hymn, which their good &iend Whit- 
tier had written for them : — * 

** 0, none in all the world before 
Were ever so glad as we I 
We *re free on Carolina's shore, 
We *re all at home and free. 

" Thou Friend and Helper of the poor, 
Who suffered for our sake, 
To open every prison-door, 
And every yoke to break, — 

** Bend low thy pitying face and mild, 
And help us sing and pray; 
The hand that blest the little child 
Upon our foreheads lay. 

" We hear no more the driver's horn, 
No more the whip we fear; 
This holy day that saw thee bom 
Was never half so dear. 

" The very oaks are greener clad. 
The waters brighter smile; 
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0| never shone a day so glad 
On sweet St. Helen's Isle. 

** We praise Thee in oar songs to-day, 
To Thee in prayer we call; 
Make swift the feet and strai^t the way 
Of freedom nnto all. 

" Come once again, blessed Lord I 
Come walking on the sea ! 
And let the mainlands hear the word 
That sets the islands free ! ** 

Then they sang John Brown's Hallelujah Song, and sey- 
eral of their own hymns. 

Christmas night, the children came in and had several 
grand shouts. They were too happy to keep still. One 
of them, a cunning, kittenish little creature, named Ama- 
retta, only six years old, has a remarkably sweet voice. 
^ O Miss," said she, '^ all I want to do is to sing and 
shout 1 " And sing and shout she did, to her heart's con- 
tent. She reads nicely, and is very fond of books. Many 
of the children already know their letters. The parents 
are eager to have them learn. They sometimes say to 
me : '^ Do, Miss, let de children learn eberyting dey can. 
We neber hab no chance to learn nuttin' ; but we wants 
de chillen to learn." They are willing to make many 
sacrifices that their children may attend school. One old 
woman, who had a large family of children and grand- 
children, came regularly to school in the winter, and took 
her seat among the little ones. Another woman, who 
had one of the best faces I ever saw, came daily, and 
brought her baby in her arms. It happened to be one 
of the best babies in the world, and allowed its mother to 
pursue her studies without interruption. 

New- Year's Day, Emancipation Day, was a glorious 
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one to us. General Saxton and Colonel Etig^son had 
invited us to visit the camp of the First fiegiment of 
South Carolina Volunteers on that daj, ^fehe greatest 
day in the nation's history.** We enjoyed perfectly the 
exciting scene on hoard the steamhoat Flora. There was 
an eager, wondering crowd of the freed people, in their 
holiday attire, with the gayest of headkerchiefs, the 
whitest of aprons, and the happiest of faces. The 
hand was playing, the flags were streaming, and every- 
body was talking merrily and feeling happy. The sun 
shone brightly, and the very waves seemed to partake of 
the universal gayety, for they danced and sparkled mors 
joyously than ever before. Long before we reached 
Camp Saxton, we could see the beautiful grove and the 
ruins of the old fort near it. Some companies of the 
First Regiment were drawn up in line under the trees 
near the landing, ready to receive us. They were a fine, 
soldierly looking set of men, and their brilliant dress made 
a splendid appearance among the itees. It was my good 
fortune to find an old friend among the officers. He took 
tis over the camp and showed us all the arrangements 
Everything looked clean and comfortable ; much neater, 
we were told, than in most of the white camps. An offi- 
cer told us that he had never seen a regiment in which 
the men were so honest- ** In many other camps,** said 
he, " the Colonel and the rest of us would find it neces- 
sary to place a guard before our tents. We never do it 
here. Our tents are left entirely unguarded, but nothing 
has ever been touched.'* We were glad to know that. 
It is a remarkable fact, when we consider that the men 
of this regiment have all their lives been slaves ; for we 
all know that Slavery does not tend to make men honest. 
The ceremony in honor of Emancipation took place in 
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tlie beautifbl groye of liyeK)aks adjoining the camp. I 
wish it were podsible to describe fitly the scene which 
met our eyes, as we sat upon the stand, and looked down 
on the crowd before us. There were the black soldiers 
in their blue coats and scarlet pantaloons ; the officers of 
the First Regiment, and of other regiments, in their hand- 
some uniforms; and there were crowds of lookers-on, men, 
women, and children, of every complexion, grouped in 
various attitudes, under the moss-hung trees. The faces 
of all. wore a happy, interested look. The exercises com- 
menced with a prayer by the chaplain of the regiment. 
An ode, written for the occasion, was then read and sung. 
President Lincoln's Proclamation of Emancipation was 
then read, and enthusiastically cheered. The Rev. Mr. 
French presented Colonel Higginson with two Very ele- 
gant flags, a gifl to the First Regiment, from the Church 
of the Puritans, in New York. He accompanied them 
by an appropriate and enthusiastic speech. As Colonel 
Higginson took the flag!^, before he had time to reply to 
the speech, some of the col(»:«d people, of their own ac- 
cord, began to sing, — 

" My country, 't is of thee, 
Sweet land of liberty, 
* Of thee wesing!" 

It was a touching and beautiful incident, and s^nt a thrill 
through all our hearts. The Colonel was deeply moved 
by it. He said that reply was far more effective than 
any speech he could make. But he did make one of 
those stirring speeches which are "half battles." All 
hearts swelled with emotion as we li.-^tened to his glorious 
words, " stirring the soul like the sound of a trumpet.** 
His soldiers are warmly attached to him, and he evidently 
feels toward them all as if they were his childnsn. 
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General Saxton spoke also, and was received witk 
great enthusiasm. Throughout the morning, repeated 
cheers were given for him by the regiment, and joined 
in heartily by all the people. They know him to be one 
of the best and noblest men in the world. His unfailing 
kindness and consideration for them, so different from the 
treatment they have sometimes received at the hands 
of United States officers, have caused them to have un- 
bounded confidence in him. 

At the close of Colonel Higginson's speech, he pre- 
sented the flags to the color-bearers, Sergeant Rivers and 
Sergeant Sutton, with an earnest charge, to which they 
made appropriate replies. 

Mrs. Gage uttered some earnest words, and then the 
regiment sang John Brown's Hallelujah Song. 

After the meeting was over, we saw the dress-parade, 
which was a brilliant and beautiful sight. An officer told 
us tliat the men went through the drill remarkably well, 
and learned the movements with wonderful ease and ra- 
pidity. To us it seemed strange as a miracle to see this 
regiment of blacks, the first mustered into the service of 
the United States, thus doing itself honor in the sight 
of officers of other regiments, many of whom doubtless 
came to scoffi The men aflerward had' a great feast ; ten 
oxen having been roasted whole, for their especial benefit. 

In the evening there was the softest, loveliest moon- 
light We were very unwilling to go home ; for, besides 
the attractive society, we knew that the soldiers were to 
have grand shouts and a general jubilee that night But 
the steamboat was coming, and we were obliged to bid a 
reluctant farewell to Camp Saxton and the hospitable 
dwellers therein. We walked the deck of the steamer 
singing patriotic songs, and we agreed that moonlight and 
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water had never looked so beaatiful as they did that 
D^t. At Beaufort we took the row-boat for St Helena. 
The boatmen as they rowed sang some of their sweetest, 
wildest hymns. It was a fitMng close to such a day. 
Our hearts were filled with an exceeding great gladness ; 
for although the government had left much undone, we 
knew that Freedom was surely bom in our land that day. 
It seemed too glorious a good to realize, this beginning 
of the great work we 'had so -longed for and prayed for. 
It was a sight never to be forgotten, that crowd of happy 
black faces from which the shadow of Slavery had for- 
ever passed. " Forever free ! forever free I ** — those 
magical words in the President's Proclamation were con- 
stantly singing themselves in my soul. 



SONG OF THE NEGRO BOATMEN AT PORT 

ROYAL, S. C 



BT JOHN a. WHITTIEB. 



O PRAISE and tanks I De Lord he come 
To set de people free ; 
An' massa tink it day ob doom, 

An' we ob jubilee. • 
De Lord dat heap de Red Sea waves. 

He jus' as 'trong as den ; 
He say de word : We las' night slaves ; 
To-day, de Lord's free men. 

tte yam will grow, de cotton blow. 

We '11 hab de rice an' com : 
O nebber you fear, if nebber you hear 
De driver blow his hon^ I 

9 
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Ole massa on he trabbels gone ; 

He leaf de land behind : 
De Lord's breff blow him furder on, 

Like corn-shuck in de wind. 
We own de hoe, we own de plough, 

We own de hands dat hold ; 
We sell de pig, we sell ie cow, 

But nebber chile be sold. 

We pray de Lord^Jbp gib us signs 

Dat some daTj^ie be free ; 
De Norf-wind ti^;it to de pines, 

De wild-duc^.t]E> de sea ; 
We tink it when de church-bell ring, 

We dream it in de dream ; 
De rice-bird mean it when he sing, 

De eagle when he scream. 

We know de promise nebber fail. 

An' nebber lie de Word ; 
So, like de 'postles in de jail. 

We waited fjpr de Lord : 

An' now he open ebery door. 

An' trow away de key ; 

' He tink we lub him so before, . 

We lub him better free. 

De yam will grow, de cotton blow. 

He '11 gib de rice an' com : 
nebber you fear, if nebber you hear 
De driver blow his horn ! 
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EXTRACT FROM SPEECH BY HON. HENRY 
WILSON TO THE COLORED PEOPLE IN 
CHARLESTON, S. C, APRIL, 1865. 

" TTOR twenty-nine years, in private life and in pub- 
X^ lie life, at all times and on all occasions, I have 
spoken and voted against Slavery, and in favor of the 
freedom of every man that breathes God's air or walks 
His earth. And to-day, standing here in South Carolina, 
I feel that the slave-power we have fought so long is 
under my heel; and that the men and women held in 
bondage so long are free forevermore. 

*^ Understanding this to be your position, — that you are 
forever free, — remember, remember, the sacrifices that 
have been made for your freedom, and be worthy of the 
blessing that has come to you I I know you will be. 
[Cheers.] Through these four years of bloody war, you 
have always been loyal to the old flag of the country. 
You have never betrayed the Union soldiers who were 
fighting the battles of the country. You have guided 
them, you have protected them, you have cheered them. 
You have proved yourselves worUiy the great situation 
in which you were placed by the Slaveholders' Rebellion. 
Four years ago you saw the fiag of your country struck 
down from Fort Sumter; yesterday you saw the old flag go 
up again. Its stars now beam with a brighter lustre. Yoa 
know now what the old fiag means, — that it means lib- 
erty to every man and woman in the country. [Cheers.] 
" You have been patient, you have endured, you have 
trusted in God and your country ; and the Gk)d of our 
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fathers has blessed our country, and He has blessed jon. 
The long, dreary, chilly night of Slavery has passed away 
forevermore, and the sun of Liberty casts its broad beams 
upon you to-day. 

^ But your duties commence with your liberties. Re- 
member that you are to be obedient, faithful, true) and 
loyal to the country forevermore. [Cheers, and cries 
of < Yes r « Yes ! ' ' Yes ! '] Remember that you are to 
edu<^ate your children ; that you are to improve tkeir con- 
dition ; that you are to make a brighter future for them 
than the past has been to ytm. Remember thai yoci ard 
to be industrious. Freedom does not mean that you are 
not to work. It means that when you do work you shall 
have pay for it, to carry home to your wives and the chilr 
dren of your love. Liberty means the liberty to work for* 
yourselves, to have the fruits of your labor, to better your 
own condition, and improve the condition of your children. 
I want every man and woman to understand that every 
neglect of duty, every failure to be industrionsi to be 
economical, to support yourselves, to t»ke care of your 
families, to siecure the education of your dnldreo, will be 
put in the faces of your friends as a reproach. Your old 
Inasters will point you out and say to us, ^ We told yoa 
so.' For more than thirty years we have said that yoa 
were fit for liberty. We have maintained it amid obloquy 
and reproach. For maintaining this doctrine in the halls 
of Congress our names have been made a by-word. The 
great lesson for you in the future is to prove that we were 
right ; to prove that you were worthy of liberty. We 
simply ask you, in the name of your friends, in the name 
6f our country, to show by your good conduct, and by 
efforts to improve your condition, that you were worthy 
of freedom ; to prove to all the world, even to your old 
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masters and mistressea, that it was a sin against Grod to 
hold you in Slavery, and that you are worthy to haye 
your names enrolled among the freemen of the United 
States of America. [Greet cheering.] 

" We want you to respect yourselves ; to walk erect, 
with the consciousness that you are free men. Be hu- 
mane and kind to each other, always serving each other 
when you can. Be courteous and gentlemanly to every- 
body on earth, black and white, but cringe to nobody. 

'' You have helped us to fight our battles ; you have 
stood by the old flag ; you have given us your prayer%; 
and you have had the desire of your hearts fulfilled. The 
cause of freedom has triumphed ; and in our triumph wo 
want all to stand up and rejoice together." 



EXTRACT FROM A SPEECH BY HON. JUDGE 
KELLY TO THE COLORED PEOPLE IN 
CHARLESTON, S. C, APRIL, 1865. 

" T WILL not, my colored friends, talk to you of the 
X past. You understand that all too welL I turn to 
the hopeful future ; not to flatter you for the deeds yoa 
have done during the last four years, but to remind yoa 
that, though you no longer have earthly masters, there is 
a Kuler in heaven whom you are bound to obey, — that 
Great Being who strengthened and guided your eminent 
friend William Lloyd Garrison, who trained Abraham 
Lincoln for his great work, in honest poverty and simple- 
mindedness ; that good God whose stars shine the same 
over the slaves' huts and the masters' palaces. His laws 



262 THE FBEEDMEN'S BOOK. 

you must obey. Tou must worship Him not only at the 
altar, but in every act of your daily life. It will not be 
enough to observe the Sabbath, to go to Him with your 
sorrows, and remember Him in your joys. You must re- 
member that He has said to man, * In the sweat of thy 
brow shalt thou eat thy bread.' Labor is the law of all. 
Your friends in the North appeal to you to help them 
in the great work they undertook to do for you. We 
want you to work mth us. We want you to do it by 
working here in South Carolina, earning wages, taking 
Oare of your money, and making profit out of that money. 
Work on the plantation, if that is all you can do. If you 
can work in the workshop, do it, and work well. He who 
does a day's work not so well as he might have done it, 
cheats himself. Strive that your work on Monday shall 
be better done than it was on Saturday ; and when Satur- 
day comes round again, you will be able to do a still more 
skilful day's work. We at the North sometimes learn 
three or four trades. . If any one of you feels sure that 
he can do better for himself and his family by changing 
his pursuit, he' had better change it" 

^ I like to look at the women assembled here. Re- 
member, my friends, that you are to be mothers and 
wives in the homes of free men. You must try to make 
those homes respectable and happy. You are to be the 
mothers of American citizens. You must give them' the 
best education you can. You must strive to make them 
intelligent, educated, moral, patriotic, and religious men. 
Many of you cannot read, but you are not too old yet to 
learn. A mother who knows how to read can half edu- 
cate her own child by helping him with his lessons ; and 
the mother who has but little learning will get a great 
deal more by trying to hear the child's lessons ; and so it 
is with the father. 



BLACK TOM. 263 

" You need no longer live in slave huts, now that you 
are to have jour own earnings. I charge you, men, to 
make your homes comfortable, and you, women, to make 
them happy. Work industriously. Be faithful to each 
other ; be true and honest with all men. If you respect 
yourselves, others will respect you. There are Northern- 
ers who are prejudiced against you ; but you can find the 
way to their hearts and consciences through their pock- 
ets. When they find that there are colored tradesmen 
who have money to spend, and colored farmers who want 
to buy goods of them, they will no longer call you Jack 
and Joe ; they will begin to think that you are Mr. John 
Black and Mr. Joseph Brown." [Great laughter.] 



BLACK TOM. 

BT ▲ TANKBB BOLDIBR. 

HUNTED by his Rebel master 
Over many a hill and glade. 
Black Tom, with his wife and children, 
Found his way to our brigade. 

Tom had sense and truth and courage. 
Often tried where danger rose : 

Once our flag his strong arm rescued 
From the grasp of Rebel foes. 

One day, Tom was marching with us 
Through the forest as our guide. 

When a ball from traitor's rifle 
Broke his arm and pierced his side. 
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On a litter white men bore him 
Through the forest drear and damp, 

Laid him, dying, where our banners 
Brightly fluttered o'er our camp. 

Pointing to his wife and children, 
While he suffered racking pain, 

Said he to our soldiers round him, 
^ Don't let them be slaves again I " 

^ No, by Heaven ! " spoke out a soldier, 
And thai oath was not profane, *-« 

^ Our brigade will still protect them ; 
They shall ne'er be slaves again." 

Over old Tom's dusky features 
Came and stayed a joyous ray ; 

And with saddened friends around him, 
His free spirit passed away. 



At Rodman's Point, in North Carolina, the United States 
troops were obliged to retreat before Rebels, who outnumbered 
them ten to one. The scow in which they attempted to es- 
cape stuck in the mud, and could not be moved with poles. 
While the soldiers were lying down they were in some meas- 
ure protected from Rebel bullets ; but whoever jumped into 
the water to push the boat off would certainly be killed. A 
vigorous black man who was with them said : " Lie still. I 
will push off the boat. If they kill me, it is nothing ; but you 
are soldiers, and are needed to fight for the country." He 
leaped overboard, pushed off the boat, and sprang back, 
pierced by seven bullets. He died two days after. 

I wish I knew his name ; for it deserves to be recorded with 
the noblest heroes the world has known. 
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LETTER FROM A FREEDMAN TO HIS OLD 

MASTER. 

[Written jost ajs he dictated it] 

Datton, Ohio, Angost 7, 1866. 
To my old Master^ Colokel P. H. Anderson, Big 
Spring^ Tennessee, 

SIR: I got your letter, and was glad to find that 
you had not forgotten Jourdon, and that you 
wanted me to come back and live with you again, prom- 
ising to do better for me than anybody else can. I have 
often felt uneasy about you. I thought the Yankees 
would have hung you long before this, for harboring Rebs 
they found at your house. I suppose they never heard 
about your going to Colonel Martin's to kill the Union 
soldier that was left by his company in their stable. Al- 
though you shot at me twice before I left you, I did not 
want to hear of your being hurt, and am glad you are 
still living. It would do me good to go back to the dear 
old home again, and see Miss Mary and Miss Martha and 
Allen, Esther, Green, and Lee. Give my love to them 
all, and tell them I hope we will meet in the better world, 
if not in this. I would have gone back to see you all 
when I was working in the Nashville Hospital, but one 
of the neighbors told me that Henry intended to shoot 
me if he ever got a chance. 

I want to know particularly what the good chance 
is you propose to give me. I am doing tolerably well 
here. I get twenty-five dollars a month, with victuals 
and clothing; have a comfortable home for Mandy,-^ 

12 
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the folks call her Mrs. Anderson, — and the children-— 
Milly, Jane, and Grundy — go to school and are leam« 
ing well. The teacher sajs Grundy has a head for a 
preacher. They go to Sunday school, and Mandy and 
me attend church regularly. We are kindly treated. 
Sometimes we overhear others saying, "Them colored 
people were slaves " down in Tennessee. The children 
feel hurt when they hear such remarks ; but I tell them 
it was no disgrace in Tennessee to belong to Colonel An- 
derson. Many darkeys would have been proud, as I 
used to be, to call you master. Now if you will write 
and say what wages you will give me, I will be better 
able to decide whether it would be to my advantage to 
move back again. 

As to my freedom, which you say I can have, there is 
nothing to be gained on that score, as I got my free papers 
in 1864 from the Provost-Marshal-General of the Depart- 
ment of Nashville. Mandy says she would be afraid 
to go back without some proof that you were disposed 
to treat us justly and kindly ; and we have concluded to 
test your sincerity by asking you to send us our wages, 
for the time we served you. This will make us forget 
and forgive old scores, and rely on your justice and friend- 
ship in the future. I served you faithfully for thirty-two 
years, and Mandy twenty years. At twenty-five dollars 
a month for me, and two dollars a week for Mandy, our 
earnings would amount to eleven thousand six hundred 
and eighty dollars. Add to this the interest for the time 
our wages have been kept back, and deduct what you 
paid for our clothing, and three doctor's visits to me, and 
pulling a tooth for Mandy, and the balance will show 
what we are in justice entitled to. Please send the 
money by Adams's Express, in care of V. Winters, Esq., 
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Dayton, Ohio/ If you fail to paj us for faithful labors 
in the past, we can have little faith in your promises in 
the future. We trust the good Maker has opened your 
eyes to the wrongs which you and your fathers have done 
to me and my fathers, in making us toil for you for gen- 
erations without recompense. Here I draw my wages 
every Saturday night ; but in Tennessee there was never 
any pay-day for the negroes any more than for the horses 
and cows. Surely there will be a day of reckoning for 
those who defraud the laborer of his hire. 

In answering this letter, please state if there would 
be any safety for my Milly and Jane, who are now grown 
up, and both good-looking girls. You know how it was 
with poor Matilda and Catherine. I would rather stay 
here and starve — and die, if it come to that — than 
have my girls brought to shame by the violence and 
wickedness of their young masters. You will also please 
state if there has been any schools opened for the colored 
children in your neighborhood. The great desire of my 
life now is to give my children an education, and have 
them form virtuous habits. 

Say howdy to George Carter, and thank him for taking 
the pistol from you when you were shooting at me. 

From your old servant, 

JouRDON Anderson. 



Sergeant W. H. Carney, of New Bedford, Massachu- 
setts, was very severely wounded when the famous Fifty- 
Fourth* Regiment attacked Fort Wagner ; but he resolutely 
held up the Stars and Stripes, as he dragged his wounded 
limb along, amid a shower of bullets ; and when he reached 
his comrades he exclaimed exultingly, " The dear old flag has 
never touched the ground, boys 1 " 



268 TB& FS£EDM££r3 BOOK. 



COLONEL ROBERT G. SHAW. 

BT ELIZA B. SEDaWICK. 

[In the summer of 1868 an attack was made on Fort Wagner, in 
South Carolina, by the 54th Massachusetts Regiment, composed of 
colored troops. Their leader, Colonel Shaw, belonging to one of 
the best white families in Boston, was killed. When his (Hends asked 
for his body, the reply of the Rebels was, ** He is buried with his 
niggers."] 

BURIED with a band of brothers, 
Who for hun would fain haye died ; 
Buried with the gallant fellows 
Who fell fighting by his side. 

Buried with the men God gave him, — 
Those whom he was sent to save ; 
Buried with the martyred heroes, 
He has found an honored grave. 

Buried where his dust so precious 
Makes the soil a hallowed spot ; * 
Buried where by Christian patriot 
He shall never be forgot 

Buried in the ground accursed, 
Which man's fettered feet have trod ; 
Buried where his voice still speaketh. 
Appealing for the slave to God. 

Fare thee well, thou noble warrior ! 
Who in youthful beauty went 
On a high and holy mission. 
By the God of battles sent 
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Chosen of Him, " elect and precious," 
Well didst thou fulfil thy part ; 
When thy country " counts her jewels," 
She shall wear thee on her heart 



ADVICE FROM AN OLD FRIEND. 

BT L. XASIA CHILD. 

FOR many years I have felt great sympathy for you, 
my brethren and sisters, and I have tried to do 
what I could to help you to freedom. And now that you 
have at last received the long-desired blessing, I most 
earnestly wish that you should make the best possible 
use of it. I have made this book to encourage you to 
exertion by examples of what colored people are capable 
of doing. Such men and women as Toussaint TOuver- 
ture, Benjamin Banneker, Phillis Wheatley, Frederick 
Douglass, and William and Ellen Crafts, prove that the 
power of character can overcome all external disadvanta- 
ges, even that most crushing of all disadvantages, Slavery. 
Perhaps few of you will be able to stir the hearts of large 
assemblies by such eloquent appeals as those of Frederick 
Douglass, or be able to describe what you have seen and 
heard so gracefully as Charlotte L. Forten does. Proba- 
bly none of you will be called to govern a state as Tous- 
saint rOuverture did ; for such a remarkable career as 
his does not happen once in hundreds of years. But the 
Bible says, *^ He that ruleth his own spirit is greater than 
he that ruleth a kingdom " ; and such a ruler every mail 
and woman can become, by the help and blessing of God. 
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It is not the greatness of the thing a man does which 
makes him worthy of respect ; it is the doing well whatso- 
ever he hath to do. In many respects, joar opportuni- 
ties for usefulness are more limited than those of others ; 
but you have one great opportunity peculiar to your- 
selves. You can do a vast amount of good to people in 
various parts of the world, and through successive gener- 
ations, by simply being sober, industrious, and honest 
There are still many slaves in Brazil and in the Span- 
ish possessions. If you are vicious, lazy, and careless, 
their masters will excuse themselves for continuing to 
hold them in bondage, by saying : '' Look at the freedmen 
of the United States ! What idle vagabonds they are ! 
How dirty their cabins are ! How slovenly their dress ! 
That proves that negroes cannot take care of themselves, 
that they are not fit to be free." But if your housed 
look neat, and your clothes are clean and whole, and 
your gardens well weeded, and your work faithfully done, 
whether for yourselves or others, then all the world will 
cry out, " You see that negroes can take care of them- 
selves ; and it is a sin and a shame to keep such men in 
Slavery." Thus, while you are serving your own inter- 
ests, you will be^ helping on the emancipation of poor 
weary slaves in other parts of the world. It is a great 
privilege to have a chance to do extensive good by such 
simple means, and your Heavenly Father will hold you 
responsible for the use you make of your influence. 

Your manners will have a great effect in producing an 
impression to your advantage or disadvantage. Be al- 
ways respectful and polite toward your associates, and 
toward those who have been in the habit of considering 
you an inferior race. It is one of the best ways to prove 
that you are not inferior. Never allow yourselves to say 
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or do anything in the presence of women of your own 
color which it would be improper for you to say or do 
in the presence of the most refined white ladies. Such 
a course will be an education for them as well as for 
yourselves. When you appoint committees about your 
schools and other public affairs, it would be wise to have 
both men and women on the committees. The habit of 
thiuking and talking about serious and important matters 
makes women more sensible and discreet. Such consulta- 
tions together are in fact a practical school both for you 
and them ; and the more modest and intelligent women 
are, the better will children be brought up. 

Personal appearance is another important thing. It is 
not necessary to be rich in order to dress in a becoming 
manner. A pretty dress for festival occasions will last a 
long while, if well taken care of ; and a few wild-flowers, 
or bright berries, will ornament young girls more taste- 
fully than jewels. Working-clothes that are clean and 
nicely patched always look respectable ; and they make 
a very favorable impression, because they indicate that 
the wearer is neat and economical. And here let me say, 
that it is a very great saving to mend garments well, and 
before the rents get large. We thrifty Yankees have, a 
saying that *' a stitch in time saves nine " ; and you will 
find by experience that neglected mending will require 
more than nine stitches instead of one, and will not look 
so well when it is done. 

The appearance of your villages will do much to pro- 
duce a favorable opinion concerning your characters and 
capabilities. Whitewash is not expensive ; and it takes 
but little time to transplant a cherokee rose, a jessamine, 
or other wild shrubs and vines, that make the poorest 
cabin look ))eautiful ; and, once planted, they will be 
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growing while you are working or sleeping. It is a 
public benefit to remove everything dirty or unsightly, 
and to surround homes with verdure and flowers ; for a 
succession of pretty cottages makes the whole road pleas- 
ant, and cheers all passers by ; while they are at the same 
time an advertisement, easily read by all men, that the 
people who live there are not lazy, slovenly, or vulgar. 
The rich pay a great deal of money for f>ictures to orna- 
ment their walls, but a whitewashed cabin, with flower- 
ing-shrubs and vines clustering round it, is a pretty 
picture freely exhibited to all men. It is a public bene- 
faction. 

But even if you are as yet too poor to have a house 
and garden of your own, it is still in your power to be a 
credit and an example to your race : by working for others 
as faithfully as you would work for yourself; by taking as 
good care of their tools as you would if they were your 
own ; by always keeping your promises, however incon- 
venient it may be ; by being strictly honest in all your 
dealings ; by being temperate in your habits, and never 
sj)eaking a profane or indecent word, — by pursuing such 
a course you will be consoled with an inward conscious- 
ness of doing right in the sight of Grod, and be a public 
benefactor by your example, while at the same time you 
will secure respect and prosperity for yourself by estab- 
lishing a good character. A man whose conduct inspires 
confidence is in a fair way to have house and land of his 
own, even if he starts in the world without a single cent. 

Be careful of your earnings, and as saving in your 
expenses as is consistent with health and comfort ; but 
never allow yourselves to be stingy. Avarice is a mean 
vice, which eats all the heart out of a man. Money is a 
good thing, and you ought to want to earn if;, £^ a mean§ 
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of improving the condition of yourselves and families. 
But it will do good to your character, and increase your 
happiness, if you impart a portion of your earnings to 
others who are in need. Help as much as you con- 
veniently can in building churches and school-houses for 
the good of all, and in providing for the sick and the 
aged. If your former masters and mistresses are in 
trouble, show them every kindness in yoar power, 
whether they have treated you kindly or not. Re- 
member the words of the blessed Jesus : " Do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefally 
use you and persecute you.** 

There is one subject on which I wish to guard you 
against disappointment. Do not be discouraged if freedom 
brings you more cares and fewer advantages than you ex- 
pected. Such a great change as it is from Slavery to Free- 
dom cannot be completed all at once. By being brought 
up as slaves, you have formed some bad habits, which it 
will take time to correct. Those who were formerly 
your masters have acquired still worse habits by bei^g 
brought up as slaveholders; and they cannot be ex- 
pected to change all at once. Both of you will gradu- 
ally improve under the teaching of new circumstances. 
For a good while it will provoke many of them to see 
those who were once their slaves acting like freemen. 
They will doubtless do many things to vex and discouN 
age you, just as the slaveholders in Jamaica did atler 
emancipation there. They seemed to want to drive 
their emancipated bondmen to insurrection, that they 
might have a pretext for saying: '^You see what a bad 
effect freedom has on negroes I We told you it would be 
so ! " But the colored people of Jamaica behaved better 
than their former masters wished them to do. They lefl 

12* B 
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the plantations where they were badly treated, or poorly 
paid, but they worked diligently elsewhere. Their women 
and children raised vegetables and fowls and carried them 
to market ; and, by their united industry and economy, 
they soon had comfortable little homes of their own. 

I think it would generally be well for you to work for 
your former masters, if they treat you well, and pay you 
as much as you could earn elsewhere. But if they show 
a disposition to oppress you, quit their service, and work 
for somebody who will treat you like freemen. If they 
use violent language to you, never use impudent lan- 
guage to them. If they cheat you, scorn to cheat them 
in return. If they break their promises, never break 
yours. If they propose to women such connections as 
used to be common under the bad system of Slavery, 
teach them that freedwomen not only have the legal 
power to protect themselves from such degradation, but 
also that they have pride of character. If in fits of 
passion, they abuse your children as they formerly did, 
never revenge it by any injury to them or their property. 
It is an immense advantage to any man always to keep 
the right on his side. If you pursue this course you will 
always be superior, however rich or elegant may be tlie 
man or woman who wrongs you. 

I do not mean by this that you ought to submit tamely 
to insult or oppression. Stand up for your rights, but do 
it in a manly way. Quit working for a man who speaks 
to you contemptuously, or who tries to take a mean ad- 
vantage of you, when you are doing your duty faithfully 
by him. If it becomes necessary, apply to magistrates to 
protect you and redress your wrongs. If you are so un- 
lucky as to live where the men in authority, whether 
civil or military, are still disposed to treat the colored 
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people as slaves, let the most intelligent among you draw 
up a statement of your grievances and send it to some of 
your firm friends in Congress, such as the Hon. Charles 
Sumner, the Hon. Henry Wilson, and the Hon. George 
W. Julian. 

A good government seeks to make laws that will 
equally protect and restrain all men. Heretofore you 
bad no reason to respect the laws of this country, be- 
cause they punished you for crime, in many cases more 
severely than white men were punished, while they did 
nothing to protect your rights. But now that good Pres- 
ident Lincoln has made you free, you will be legally pro- 
tected in your rights and restrained from doing wrong, 
just as other men are protected and restrained. It is 
one of the noblest privileges of freemen to be able to 
respect the law, and to rely upon it always for redress of 
grievances, instead of revenging one wrong by another 
wrong. 

You will have much to put up with before the new 
order of things can become settled on a permanent foun- 
dation. I am grieved to read in the newspapers how 
wickedly you are still treated in some places ; but I am 
n6t surprised, for I knew that Slavery was a powerful 
snake, that would try to do mischief with its tail after its 
head was crushed. But, whatever wrongs you may en- 
dure, comfort yourselves with two reflections : first, that 
there is the beginning of a better state of things, from 
which your children will derive much more benefit than 
you can ; secondly, that a great majority of the Ameri- 
can people are ^ncerely determined that you shall be 
protected in your rights as freemen. Year by year your 
condition will improve. Year by year, if you respect 
yourselves, you will be more and more respected by white 
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menl. Wonderful changes have taken place in your favor 
daring the last thirty years, and the changes are stilJ 
going on. The Abolitionists did a great deal for you, by 
their continual writing and preaching against Slavery. 
Then this war enabled thousands of people to see for 
themselves what a bad institution Slavery was ; and the 
uniform kindness with which you treated the Yankee sol- 
diers raised you up multitudes of friends. There are 
still many pro-slavery people in the Northern States, 
who, from aristocratic pride or low vulgarity, still call 
colored people " niggers," and treat them as such. But 
the good leaven is now fairly worked into public senti- 
ment, and these people, let them do what they will, can- 
not get it out. 

The providence of God has opened for you an upward 
path. Walk ye in it, without being discouraged by the 
brambles and stones at the outset. Those who come 
after you will clear them away, and will place in their 
stead strong, smooth rails for the steam-car called Pro- 
gress of the Colored Race. 
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DAY OF JUBILEE. 

BT ▲. O. DUKGAK. 

ROLL on, thoa joyfal day, 
When tyranny's proud sway. 
Stern as the grave, 
Shall to the ground be hurled, 
And Freedom's flag unfurled 
Shall wave throughout the world. 
O'er every slave I 

Trump of glad jubilee, 
Echo o'er land and sea, 
r Freedom for all I 
Let the glad tidings fly, 
And every tribe reply, 
Glory to Grod on high, 

At Slavery's fall I 



THE END. 
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FELTON'S (CoR-VELioa Conwat) Familiar Letters from 
Europe, liol. 16mD, Sl.U- 

FROTHINGUAWS (Richard) A Tribute to Thomas 
FULLER- S^aoyiA6) Good Thoughts in Bad Times. 1 vol. 

FURNESS'S (Rev. W. H.) The Voil Partly Lifted : J«hui 

Beenmlag Viilble. Ivol. Wma. tl.SD. 
GILESES (Rev. Henev) Illustrations of Genius. 1 yoL 

lUmD. Il-W. 
GOETHE'S Faual. Translated by A. Haywaud, Esq. 

Iml. larnn. 81.25. 

Translated by Rbt. C. T. Brooks. 

iTol. Itan. IL1&. 



Tieknor and Fiddt. 



12IIK1. 



a with a Child. 1 vd. 

KTAjra. (1.7ft- 

_ Wilhelm Meiater. Translated by TH0MA8 

CiRLiLK. WItb ■ r!i>e Ponnlt of OcetUe, eagnied ftw tbU fdlUoo. 
2vDk. llmu. S3.M. 

G002) COMPANY for Every Day in the T«ar. Uniform 
with " raroriH AuUion." WiUiilHleiilP1u«. iTul. email Itn. 81.00. 

GREENE'S (G. W.) Hislorical View of the American Revo- 

GREENWELL'S (Dora) The Patience of Hope. With 

' - ■ -■ ibyjQHiiG.WBiTTiiit. iToI. lOmo. 1 1.00. 

- A Present Heaven. 1 vol l6mo. 81.00. 

- Two Friends. 1 vol. 16mo. S 1-00. 

- Pcwnw. 1 vol. 16mo. Tiearly ready. 



— Poemg. WithPortraiL 1vol. 16ino. »1.25. 
Haps and Mishaps of a Tour in Europe. 

Foreat Tragedy, and Other Tales. 1 vol 
History of my Pets. Dlustrated. 1 vol. 
BecoUectious of my Childhood. Eiuslrated. 
Meirie England. Dloflrated. 1 voL 16mo. 
nrt Leeenda of Travel and His- 

. llliulrsud. lint. Iflmo. 81.2^. 

. Stories from Fiwnonfl Ballads. With Steel 

. Bonnie Scotland. Illustrated. Ivol. ISmo. 

FBALKAATS (AttTBUtt Heurt) Literary Remains, 1 toL 
'- is™. ti.n. , 

HAMILTON'S fGAii.) Conntry living and Country Think- 




|t 



. GaU-Days. I vol. ISmo. S2.00. 

- Stunibling-Blotka. 1 vol. 16mo. $2.00. 

- A New Atmosjihere. 1 vol. IGmo. S 2.00 

- Skirmishes and Sketches. 1 vol. 16nni 



B.IRE'S {AoriDBTUa Wr 



L 



and .Ttri.ins CuARi-Ea) 
) Thf HerooB of Europe. Wilh 



ISmo. ILU. 



List ifHonh Piihlhked iy 



_ The Marble Fann ; or, The Romance of 

2 TDll. 16dd. (3.00. 

- The Scarlet LetWr- 1 toL 16ino. «1.50. 

- The House oi' the Seven Gables. 1 vol. 

- TwicfrTold Talee. With Porlnut. 2 voU. 

- The Soow-Image, and other Twice-ToM 



EdlUnu With Pi 



. The Wonder-Book, for Girls and fioTS. 
- TanglewooU Tales. Illustrated. 1 vol. 
Twice -Told Tales. Hew flnd Complete 



r and Complete Edition c 



_ Dansere aad Duties of the Mercantile Profes- 

ilDD. Syd. Pniei. SScoDU. 
Selections from the Writings of Waltkb 

SirjIDii LiSDOiu 1 rol, I6nio. Sl.HI. Largt Fapir, t2.W. 
EIGGINSON'S (T. W.) Out-Door Papers. 1 toI. 16mo. 



HODSON'S (Majo 
HOLMES'S (Olivi 



; W. S. R.) A Soldier's Life in India. 
ii Webbbli., M. D.) Poetical Works. 



. Songs in Many Keys. 1 toL ISnio. 1 1.50. 
. Poema. Complete. 1 voL S2mo. Blue and 
ffith New Portrait. |1-M. 

Poems. Oomjilete. 1 vol. ICmo. Cabinet 



Hi 



Poems. Illustrated. I vol. 
The Balance of lUuuons. 



SmaU 
1 voL 



Astriea : 

IBmo. SOgU. 
The Autocrat of the Breakfasl^Table. Bin* 

IralBlbjBDPFDC. nm. lano, 1 1.76 i Sto, 13.60. 
The Professor at the BreakfafitrTable. With 

(he SUn; of Irii, Its). IGmo, (1.16; 8m, |a.GO. 





Tichnor anil FiehU. 


1 

9 


OUfES- 


S (Oliveb We> 

x«Dri>citliv. i-°ta 

- CurrenU and 
irlih oUiar K»«rt, 1 

_ Border Linus 
liol. Itoo. TScti 

- SouadingB from 


DKl.!., M, D.) E 

ian». •a.m. 
T-ountpr- C urren ta 
nd. IBmo. H.7S. 

Q some Provinc« 
Ihe Atlantic I 


Ine YeiiDer: 
in Medical 


• — 77zr 


Tol IBmo. 



rail. 16niD. 1 3.t 

^RACE'S Odei. An English Metrical Tnuialation, By 

TmuDou Mumil. Witb Koto wvl m Llh of Qcnoi, I ToL aUnio. 

Bliu ud gal'l- tl-3S. 

lrOSP/3Mi TRANSPORTS ; A Mamoirof the Erabarka- 

uid Wuandnl from Dm Penintals ot Virginia, in UiB 

. Compliel UIA Publiilinl ti. the Bfliueit at Uie Bank- 

^HOUSEHOLD FRIENDS: 
HOWE'S (Mrs. Jplia Wakd) A Trip to Cuba. 1 vol. 

ISmo. ei.DO. 

. Passioo Flowers. 1 toI. Ifimo. 81.00. 

. Words for the Hoar. I vol 16mo. S 1.00. 

, The World'a Own. I vol. I6mo. 75 tt*. 

IM) Land, Labor, and Gold ; Or, Two 
fVllh Tlsla Id 8;<lnc; aod Via Vlemta't Laai. 



HUFELANEfS (Ci 



n) The Art of Prolonaing 
r, fr. B.B. iTol. IGmn. «1.2£ 

With Portrait after 



HUNT'S (Leigh) Poetical Works, 

HUGHES'S (Thomab) Tom Brown's School-Days at Kugby. 
1 TDl. IBmo. tl.&O- 8fo Edition, DliutTHted bj l&biu G. Juud, 

It. fi.io. 

. Tom Brown at Oxford. With Portrait on Steel 

Tols. 16nio. $3,04. 

. The Scouring of the White Horse ; Or, The Long 
■ _..don Bambl? of a Iimdoa Clerli. DluBlmled b; Oidiubd SarLi. 
ITOL Wno. »1.2». 

HYMNS OF THE AGES. Piret and Second Series. 

riutnteil with aieei TiKoetUl, lAur Iuenib. Eocta Inl toL l^mo. 
(ISO. 8voEdill=u,|3.B0. 

Third Series. With HtKtA 

Plate. 1vol. UmD. SZiH. 
JAMES'S (Hknbv) JJubatance and Shadow ; Or, Morality 

ami R^m in Ihidi Relaliiin to LU« i Aa HlHv up°D tbe titjiin ot 

OnaUoii. 1 ToL Ibnii. tum. 



Litt of Booh PtiUiihed hy 



JAMESON'S (Mrs.) Sisters of Charity, Catholic »nd PWft. 
CharacterbticB of Woman. With Steel Por- 



- Diary of an Ennuy^e. With Steel Portrait. 
no. Bliw mud fold. 1 1.2& 

- Sketches of Art, Literatare, and Character. 
PoRnJL 1 TiA. SXmo. Blue and sold. il-^A. 

- Loves of the Poets, With Steel Portrait. 
DO. BIiu ud g»ld. t\.1i. 

- Studies and Storiea. With Steel Portrait. 

Ml. BLlUSDdguld. tl'21>. 

_ Memoirs of the Earlv Italian Painters. With 

•IL ItdL Sano. Slueutiguld. tl-^' 

Legends of the Madonna. With Steel Poi^ 
il. SUmo. BloE KDd gold. | l.SS. 
_ Sacred and Lo^ndary Art With Steel 
1 roU. Slaa. Blur ud gcM. S 2 M. 



J^iiflOiiyS (DocoLAs) Wit 1 »ol. ISrno. S 1.25. 
Life and Remains. With Portrwt 1 






JOHNSON'S (Rosa Vehtnkr) Poems. With Portrait 

iTDl. l&no. (l.a&. 
JUDSON'S (Mrs. Emily C.) Alderbroofc. With Portrait. 

Complela GdltluD. 1 voL ISmo. tl.Tfi- 
— _ ^- Kathayan Slave, and other Papers. 1 vol. 



. My Two Sisters, 



1 vol. 16 mo. 



KEMBLE'S (Frances Anne) Foema. ErUarged Edilion. 

1>dL. lemn. tl.25. 

KINGSTON'S (W. H. G.) Emeat Bracebridne : A Story of 
8choo|.D»T>. Wilh 16 UlinUBUoiBU Ivcl. lamo. S1.26. 

ff/iVG^Lii'l'S (CnAitLEs) Poeina. 1vol. letoo. S1.25. 

Andromeda. 1 vol. 16mo. 75 uta. 

Amyas Leigh. 1 vol, 12jno. » 1.76. 

_ Two Tears Ago. 1 voL 1 2mo. $ 1.75. 

Sir Walter Raleigh and his Time, irith other 

pHpen. In^ 12u». | l.M). 

_ New Miscellanies. 1 vol. 12mo. S 1.25. 

(Jlaui^us ; Or, The Wonders of the Shore. 



f 



TTefoior and Field*. 11 

[lENRY) The SccoIlectioiiB of Geoffty Ham- 

Jmo. fl.Tfi. 

lavenshoe. 1vol. lEmo. SI.75. 

Luatin Elliot, 1 vol. 13mo. 81-75. 



LABOR AND LOVE. A Tale of English Life. 1 vo 
ISao. IGetL 

AWRENCE'S (Mb8. Margabbttb Woodh) Light e 

Om Dirk Rlier ; Or, Memorlili o[ Hn. HenriuEU A. L. QunlLc, Ml 
atoDiiT Id Tnrksr. With ut IiiUolucUaQ bj Bit. A. S. Btouis, ud 
PartnJL 1 toL Vbao. (1.50. 

S (Eliza Btri 



ir of Joseph Bitclunin- 



RnUl of tbe elder Buckmliiner. 1 *dL Vtraa. t l.W. 
_ Florence: The Parish Orphan. 1 vol. IGmo, 75 eta. 
- Parthenia ; Or, The Last Days of Pagaobm. 1 vol. 
IBniD. 1 1,26. 
_ Life of Jean Paul. Preceded by his Autobiography. 

ESLIE'S (CnARLES Robkrt. R. A.) Autobiographical 
BecullcelluDi. Kdlted, vltb ■ VrrtMirj Enar oa I>ei>l* u u ArtiU, 
ud Srlecllons from hi. CorrMiramlcQce, by ToM TirtOS, Katl, Wl* 
dnePorrralL 1 rol. 12oio. |1.W, 

EWALD'S (Fanny) Lake House. A Romance. Trans- 

_ lRWdtr«nUieOeniMbrNiTR.jn«i. GnK.™. 1 toL ISmo, 81.00. 

LEWIS'S (Dr. Dio) The New Gymnastics for Men, Women, 

Weak Lungs, and How to Make them Strong ; Or, 

Hueiit-Cim. I'rntaaelj IlluBtrnted. I ml. 12did, 1 1-MI. 
ULIAN. A Romance. I vol. 16mo. 81.25. 
ijTTLE ANNA .■ A Story for Pleasant Little Children. 

EOCKIIARTS (J. G.) Ancient Spanish Ballads, Historical 

'^ ' " iinuiUG. With Uiograpliicul ^otice and Fotlruit. 1 roL Iflmo, 

EONGFELLOWS (Rbv. Sampel) and JonNaoH'e (Rev. 

BAinm.) A Book oC Hymiu, for PublLo uid Ptivala Derotion. 1 tdL 
lamo. 8 1.26. 
— Hymns of the Spirit. 1 to!. IGmo. 



PNGFELLO fV-S (H. W.) Poems. With Portrait. 2 vnla. 
" ■hbo. t300. 

— — Poetital Works. Complete. With Por- 

tU. Caiinsl Edilim. 2<ali. IOdm. $3.H), 



lAtt a/Bookt Publuhed i 



~ Prose Worts. Complete. With Poi^ 
I gald Edition. Ivoli. 32iiui. 92.1S. 

— Household Poema. ElusErated, 1 vol. 
ei. UcenU. 

— The Waj'side Inn, and other Poenu. 
_ The Courtship of MUos Standish. IvoL 



. Tlie Song of Hiawatha. 1 vol. 

I. Lnrgi Paper, tZ.BO. 

The Golden Legend. 1 vol. Ifimo. 



— —Evangeline. 1 vol. Iflmo. 81.25. 

Hyperion. 1 vol. IBmo, $1.60. 

. — Outre-Mer. 1 vol. IGmo. 81.50, ^^B 

Kavanagh, 1 vol. 16mo. S 1.35. ^^M 

— _„ — _ The Seaside and the Fireside. tiJ^H 

lemo. ti.oo. ^H 

LOWELL'S (Rev. Dr. Chakles) Sermons, Chiefly Prw>- 

tlc&L ItdI. ISmii. tl-W. 

Occasional Sennona. With Portrait 1 vol. 

13mo. »1.60. 

LOWELL'S (Mbh. Ansa C.) Thoughts on the Education of 

airls. IvoL Iflmo. 30 bU. 

. ^ — „ Seed-Graia for Thought and Discussion. 2 vols. 

lemo. %3M. 
LOWELL'S (Jamks Eussell) Poems. With Portrait. ! 

vol!. ian«,- tMS. 
Poetical Works. Complete, Cabinet Edition. 

Poetical Works. Complete. Blue and gold. 

Fireside Travels. I vol. IGmo. Si. 60. 

A Fable for Critics. 1 vol. 16mo, 75 cts. 

_ The Biglow Papers. 1 vol. IGmo. S 1.25. 

— . The Vision of Sirl^unfal. 1 vol. IGmo. T5ct& 

MACKENZIE'S (Kensbth R. H., F. S. A ) The Marvel- 
loiH Adsenlores and Km* Coaoelti of MmlerTyll ( 

iiAGICIAIi''s SHOW-SOX, Elustrated. 

MARCUS ANTONINUS (The Emperor), Thoudila qt 

ITOI. Ifimo. (1.26. *" ^' ' 



Adnmnl 



Tieknor and Fields. 
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MANN'S (HoR^ 

wbf n Entering upon i 

T waive Sei 



;) A Few Thoughw for a Young Man 

[ivered at ADtiovh College. 

ace) Christianily in the Kitchen. A 



MANN'S (Miw, 

. Tlio Flower People. With lUuutnitiona. 1 yoL 

MASSEY-S (Gkralo) Poetical Works. Complete. With 
■ Steel Ponmlt. 1 •ol. Mmo. Blar mid golil- 1 1-^ 

MARGRET HOWTH .- A Story of To^y. 1 toI. 

Iflmo. »l.ai. 

arCLFNTOCfCS (Captain Francis L.) The Voyage of 



W.&.S. 



'ith Map* VLd lUiutntioQi. 



MEREDITirS (Owen) [Robkrt Bclweb Lttton] Po- 

■UiaJ Wurki, — CDiiUlDlDR^hii Wandmr, OLjImniMalrB, etc. 2 toLL 

Slmii. Blue and guld. ( 2.50. 

„ Lucilc. iToI. 32mo. Biueandgold. »1.25. 

Jf^LL'A' (John Stuart) On Liberty. 1 vol 16mo. $1.25. 
MITFORD'S (Mart Rubbbll) Out Village. Illustrated. 

^ Atherton, and other Tales. With a fina Poi*. 




grfd. ti.ZB. 

- Minstrelsy, Ancient and Modem. With 

uIucUaDBnd Notea. 3 mil. IGma. %iM. 

UOWATTS (Anna CoH*) Autobiography of an Actress ; 

Or, Eight To&ra on the stage. WiUi PertrolC 1 vol. lemo. (LSO. 

_ Mimic Life ; Or, Before and Behind the Curtain. 



Twin Roaes. A Narrative 



1 vol. : 



Playsi— Armand; Or, The Peer and the Puaa- 
ut : ruhlan ; Or, Lite In Ne« Tork. 1 rol. IBmo. g ].oo. 

MURDOCH (James E.) and Russkll's (William) Or- 
■ SupptUDHnt 'en Vviity ot Toue b; Vmit. Q. J. Wikb. 1 lul. 12ma. 

AffLOC.ff'S piNAH Maria) Poema. 1vol. IBmo. $1.25. 



lAa of Booh Puiliihed h/ 



NORTON'S (Charles Eliot) Notea of Travel and Study 

InlUlf. l>ol. ISaia. ni.ib. 
OTIS-S (Mbb. Habrisos Gkat) The Barclajs of Boaton. 

iTol. licio, (LM. 
PARSONS'S (Prof. THEOPHU.ns) A Memoir of Chief 



PARSONS'S (Thomas William) Poems. 1 vol. 12mo. 
PATMORE'S (Covemtrt) The Angel in the House. A 

Faithl'ul Forever. An Episode of " The Angel 



PERCIVAL'S (Jambb Gates) Poetical Works. Newly 
oDllHted. Willi a BUigrapblc Slielcb UQit Bulheatlc Pornslt. 3 roll. 
Sana. BIse and (old. % 3.7B. 

PHILLIPS-S (George S.) [January Seable] The Gyp- 

Bi» Df Ibe Dsncs' Dike. A Harj dT Bcdgalds life Id Engtiuid Id &a 

PlOZZrS (Mrs. Thrale) Autohiography, Letters, and 

herLirf»ndWHlinB«,bjA!airwiiiD,Kai).,(i.C. 1vol. ISmo. (LIS. 

PIPER'S (R. N., M. D.) Operative Surgery. lUusimited by j 
PRIOR'S (James) Memoir of the Life and Character of 



PRESCOTT (George B,) The History, Theory, and Prao- 
Oa of Ihs Ki«lric TElenrapli. Willi 100 BnBra?lng». New and u- 
IuehI idltlDD. 1 vol. 12010. 1 1.6a. 

PRESCOTVS (William H.) Life. Bv George Ticksob. 

1 lol, llo. niiiilralKl. 110.00. LUr^B-y Edition. Syo. 83.00. 
Paptilar EdilLBn. ISmo. «iOO. 
PRESCUrr (Harriet E.) The Amher Gods, and other 

Azarian. 1 vol. Ifitno. K 1.25. 



PROCTER'S (Adelaide A.) Poetical Works. Complete. 

Ivoi. 3ai.o. Blus HDD gold. (l.ZB. 

Poetical Works. Complete. I vol. 16mo. 

Cabinet EiilioTi. 81.76. 

PVTNA&rs (Mart Lowbll) The Record of an Obsenre 

Ukl 1 VOL Iflmo. TS cti. 

The Tragedy of Errors. 1 vol. 16mo. 75 ot*. 

The Tragedy of Success. 1 vol. l6mo. 75 ct«. 

QUINCrS (JosiAH Phillips) Lyteria: a Dramatic Poem. 

1 tdL ISmo, to cU. 

Charicles: a Dramatic Poem. 1 vol. 16mo. SOcU. 



QUJKCrS {Edmctnd) WenBley. A Story withont a 

Uontl. 1 nil. IfliDO. Psper, Mcu-: Ctmh, 71 cU. 
RAMSAY'S (E. B., M. A.. LL.D- F. B. S. E.. Dean of 

Bdlabiufl)) RrainiKcnwa at Saxxish UH ud Chinctcr. Wllh ta 
AjDulcsn Pnbc*. 1 vol. IBiDD. tLU 

RAINBOWS FOR CHILDREN. 1 vol. 16mo. Wiih 28 

ilil y^' (Isaac, M.D.) Meatal HygieDe. 1 vol. 16iiio.Sl.S0. 
READS- S (CiiAKLKB) Peg WoffiogUja. 1vol. Ifimo. $ 1.2S. 

. Ctiriatie JohnstoDo. 1 vol. IGmo. R 1.23. 

. Clouds and Sanshine. 1 vol. IBmo. S 1.25. 

Never too Late to Mend. 2 vols. I6mo. »2.50. 

— _ While Lies. I voL 1 Smo. S 1 .50. 

— — — Propria Qua- MarJbus, and the Bos-Tunnol. 1 



REID-S (Mai 



b) Tales for Boys. 
First Series 



Pcruilaa runH; izi lbs WUda of (he fl 

The Bnj aaattn; or. Adnnlur 
Bearuh ot k Wlhl Buffelo. 

HuottnlnOicNDiib. ' ' 
Tto Buab-EtajBi or. Tlie Hlllorj md T 

fusily in tlu WUd Karon or SduU 
Afticu. 



- I The Boy fil 



>r Life Id 



REVELATIONS OF MOTHER JULIANA, an An- 

churele of Norwich In Uio Dujt of Edward Ihe Third. 1 toI. Iflno. 
Clclh, twvellal bosrda »nd red edgM. 1 1.36. 

RICHTER-S (Jean Paol Frikhrich) Titan : A Romance. 

TruulUad br CuinLH I. BiaoKB. WllhPonrait. StoIi. 12mo. t4.(». 
— , Flower, Fruit, and Thorn Kcces. S vola. 

ItoD. AfticEdilim. tS,60. 

_ Campauor Thai, and Other Writings. 1 voL 

I^vana ; Or, The Do;:trine of Education. 

. Hesperus; or. Forty-five Dos-Poat-Days. A 

Btogisphy. TraiulaMd by Cnmiis T, Broom, ayoli. 12bid. ft.OO. 

- Life of. See Leb (Mrs. E. B.). 



Ua ofBooki PubHihed ly 



ROBERTSON'S (the late Fbedekick W.) Sermt 

rruiFhHl Bt TriDit; CbaiKl, iMgiaim, Roickmil. In Yin Tolnmea; 

the Flint cgDUuDlnuB toTtnlt.vidtbiiTblrd a Memoir. 12iiio. Eiicb 

Tal.,Sl,U. Sgld sepjinlii; or In kU. 
_ . — lectures and Addreases on Literary and 

Boeiil Topiu. Irol. lUno. %\.bO. 
. Life and Letters. 2 vols. 1 2mo. Tlni- 



SAADI'S Gullstan or Rose Garden. Translated by Fran- 
CI3 OLlDnm. Witb jL PntikU bjr B. n. EwtBSQB. 1 vol. ISmo. |a,M. 

SALA'S (Georok Augostcs) A Journey Due North: Be- 
ing Sotei Dt 1 RiaUeDEw in Rnssit. 1 rol. Umo. 1 1.2&. 

SARGENTS (Epes) Songs of the Sea, and other Poema. 

Ivol. Wnm. JHCH. 

SARGENTS (Wintbrop) The Life and Career of Major 
John Andri, Idjatnnt-Oener&l of the British Army Id Anilities. With 
pKtHJt 1 toL laoci, tl.lS- 

SAXE'S (John G.) Humorous and Satiriial Poems. With 

, The Money-King, and other Poems. With New 

Poems. The two precedinf; Tolumes bound in one. 

Itao. tl.M. 

Clever Stories of Many Nations. Kendered in 

RhfiDf. 1 rol. mall 4la. niuitnteil. (SlGO. 
Poetical Works. Complete. With New Portrait 

iTol. Hmo. Calncl Eiition. 8178. 
Poetical Works. Completa. With New Portrwt 

iTni. 32ii». Blneudeold. (1.26. 

ST. JOHN'S (Bati-e) Village-Life in E^Tt- "ith Skalchei 

oCtheSiU. 3 vols. ISmo. \%.Ui. 

SEARLE (Jasoabt). See Phillips, Georoe S. 

n the Round 
1 lol. Sqnuc Ifaio. 

' and beantifnl 



SBELLEY MEMORIALS. From Authentic Source*. 

SMILES-S (Samuel) The Life of Geot^ Stephenson, Ewl- 
WB7 EqtiinfTr. "Willi B <»p:r at Ldois'b Pantalt, dd lUel, bj Sohoiv, 

Self-Help. With Illustnitions of Character and 

Unnduof. Oonlajning K Complele Analjtloal Indoi, and Hne Purtnll g( 

Jobs FLlTUiir. IidL IBmo. S1.2&. 
- . . . ~ Brief Biographies. With 6 Steel Portrait*. 1 

ToL IBma. ll.H. 
Industrial Bingraphy : lroii-A\'cjrkerfl and Tool- 

lUkcn. iFii. Ifipio. tl.M. 




^ Life. By J. G. Lookhart. Uniform with the 

NovilB. niDntnud, 8 Tiiti. leau. ftl.lS. 

— Ivanboe. A Romance. llolUlay Edition. ]llus~ 

tIKled uid clt^uillj bouDd. J tuL lOmo. fi 2.00. 

- Poems. Uniform with the Novels. 9 vols. 16mo. 
tlSOO. Jutittaty. 
SIhSDEE'S (Mrb.) Memoir and Hope. A CoUection of 
CaataUmjKBBO. 1 voL Svo. (3.00.^ 

^ Willie Winkle's KurBery Etymes of Scotland. 

WiUi Franlliplccu bj BiLLiNOB. 1vol. IOidd. S 1.00. 

SMITH'S (Alkxanhkr) A Life Drama, and other Poe 

] VOL IQlDD. $1.00. 

CityPoems. With Portrait. 1vol. 16mo. 81. 

Edwin of Deira. i voi, 16mo. Sl.OO. 

..-- ■ Alfred HagBrt'H Houpehold- A Tale. 1 ' 

Iflmo. P&per.IScenti! Clulli,Sl.l)0. 

A Summer in Skye. 1 vol. ICmo. Jvst ready. 

SMITH'S (Goldwin) Letter to a Whip Member of the 

SMITH'S (Horace and James) Rejected Addreasea ; Or, 






MeibjO. 



Lilt ofBooht PvbH^td hs 



STODDA RjyS (R. H.) Poems. 1 toI. Iflmo. 7J 

SongB of Summer. 1 vol. IGmo. 

- AdventDres m Fairy Land. 



Book for 
STRANGE. SURPRISING ADVENTURES of t 



STOWB'S (Mrs. Harriet RcEcnKR) Agnes of S 
An luibiD RamaDU. 1 fA. 12ini>. ( ^1^ 

■ The Pearl of Orr"H Island. An American Story. 

Untie Tom'n Cabiu. SUA Thousand. I voL 

The Miniater's Wooing:. 1vol. l2mo. 81.75. 

House and Home Papers. 1 vol. 16mo. JW 

' The Maj'-yiower, and other Stetehos. A New 

Edilittn. Ntarly Ready. 
SWINBURNE'S (A. C.) Atalanta in Calydon. 1 vol. 16ma 

83,00. 
SWORD AND GOWN. A Novel. By the Author of 

TABERNACLE (Thk). A Collection of Hymn-Tunes, 
Chanu. SSDlcncra, Uctette, &a[1 ADlbems, adapBd lo Pahlln aaA FrivBt* 
'Wimhlp, BDd lu Ibe LTm or Obiilr\ Sliu^n^-^hmla, Hnsicat Bocietla, 
&ud Cl1Tiv<>nILuiii ; DlK^her Willi a CampleU TnuUlH od Uic Friuidplel of 

TALES FROM CA TLA ND. 1vol. Square 16mo. 75ota. 
TARDIEU'S Trestifl! on Epidemic Cholera. Tranalat«d 

TAYLOR'S (Batard) Poem'; of the Orient 1 vol. IBmo. 

PoemsofHoinu ami Travel 1 vol. 16mo, S 1-2S. 

The Poef a Journal. I vol. ISroo. ft 1.25. 

Poelical Wo-Its. New ,inil Complete Edition. 

niEh sn cpDtirelr DBw tmtm <if Uk Kmbnr, 1 vol. 32mo. Blun aii 

gold. Sl.SS. 
TA YLOR'S (Henry) Philip Van Artevelde. A Nan E^Hon. 

J ML ajmo, BlutandBni-l. »1.26 

Notes from Life. 1 vol. IGmo. $1 SB 

TENNYSON'S (kuvnv.n-) Poetical Works. Complete. 

VriUi PnrUriiil. LUirary EilUlan. 3 toIs. Umo. t iiO 

. Poetical Works. Conipletf'. With Portrait 

tal ThTM SWel Plata. FitrTiia/bri etfjijou. Tli 
luudi,aadElltlop. Irnls. f 5.DD. 
Poetical Works. One Vnlm. 



ZVotnor and Fieldt. 



^ENNYSON'S (Alcred) Poetical Works. Illnstraled Far- 
ThtofOTd Biltion. Complete WUh Partnit mud MhI PUIe, and 
Btxir-fBBr rnll-jnge niiumuiim. 1 tdL 4to. JuitTtais. 

Foetk'Bl Works. Complete. With Portrait. 

Poetical Works. Coraplete, With Portrait 

Btut mi goli EMIimi. \y<At. Sbno. S3.M. 

Poetical Worka. Complete. With Portrait, 

Paetil XdUitn. 1vol. Igmo. fl.M. 

gs for all Seasons. Dlustrated. 1 vol. 



Ulumtlani. 1 1,00. 

_ . Enouh Anien, Sa:. 1 vol. Samo. Blue and 

OaU. tl.DO. 

. , Enoi-L Anion, llluilraled Edilion. Printed 

1 roL Biuli tiD. I -t-Oi. 

Eiioi'li ArJcQ. Cheap Edition. Papercovera. 

nne nhuDBUum. lAOa. 

_ (Jems from. With Thirlj'-two Illtistnitions, 
man. 

- Thu Princess. A Medley. IvoL leiuo. 3 1.00. 

- In Mcmoriam. 1 ToL ISmo. S 1.2S. 

- Idyls of the King. 1 vol. ISmo. $1.25. 

-Idyls of the Kin^. Illustrated Edition. With. 



ri:fl.fir.S(Ro3E) Poems. 1 vol. 16mo. Sl.OO. 
THACKERAY'S (yi.lS..)B^\aA% 1vol. ICmo. $1.00. 
THOREA U'S (HBsny D.) Walden ; Or, Life in the Woods. 

-^ -~ A Week on the Concord and Merrimac Kven. 

Field and Forest. WiUi Poc 
1 vol. 16roo. 81.50. 



-Ext 



- The Maine Woods. 

- Cape Cod. 

- Letters. 



1. 16mo. SI. 50. 
16mo. S1.50. 



TICKNOR'S (GEORfiK) History of Spanish Literature 
nvn ami Siviud EUltim. 3 tdIi. Umd. (MX). 

. Library Edition. 



Lilt of Booh PuUithed hg 



TOCQUEVILLE'S (Alrxis de) Memoin, Lettnra, 
Riqniiiii. TrHulalnl tram ths Fnocb gt Qrartn ci Dud: 
8ro]». Mtoft. (3.00. 

TRELA WNVS (E. J.) Recollections of the Last Days of 



TUCKERMAN'S (Frederick Goddard) Poems. I toL 
TYNBALL-S (Prof. John. F. R 8.) The Glaciere of the 

Orlirtn uul Phe 
IvoL isms, t'l"- 

UPHAM-S (Hon. Charles W.)'Life, Exploration b, and 

FubUa BeiTlcH of Jnho 0. FrtouiDt. With Portcall ud niuslntlau. 
IvuL lema. 81.25. 
WALKER'S (.Iameh, D. D.) Sennona Preached iu Horrard 

CbipeL 1 TO). 12E1D- t l.li' 

WARREN'S (John C, M. D.) Etherization and CUorofonn; 

wiLb Surgl^ B«jDarks. I tcjI. 12nio. 60 eta. 

, . . Constipatioii : Its Prevenlion and Cure. 1 vol. 

Iflmo. 10 CEB. 

The Preservation of Health, with Bemarks on 

CaaBtlpHtloii.Oia Age.cto. iTol. ISino. 60 cu. 
WALLIS'S (S. T.) Spain: Her Institutious. Politics, and 

Public UcD. iTol. Umo. (L26. 
WHITTIEICS (John G.) Poetical Works. Complete. Witli 
PoTtrelU Caintt EiiliiKt. 2 vidB. ISno. |3.60. 

. ^ Poetical "Works. Complete, With Portrwt. 

Blai laut gnu Edilion. 2 Tols. SSnx. 12.16. 

In War-Time, and other PoeniB. 1 toL 

. 0)oUi,tl.M. 

National Ly rica. Illustrated. 1 vol. Small 

4ta. Piper. M otg. 

Songs of Labor. 1 voL 16mo, 75 eta. 

— The Chapel of the Hermits, and other Poems. 

~ — . The Panorama, and other PoeniB. 1 vol 

Home Baliada and Poems. 1 vol. IBtao. 

Old Portraits and Modern Sketches. 1 •ni 



Tichior and Fi4d*. 
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*WH EATON'S (RoBKRT) Memoir. With Selectjons from 

U< Wrilingm. 1 TDl. lema. ( 1.2k 
WHIPPLE'S (E. P.) lectures on Subjects connected with 

Eaaajfl and Reviews. 2 vols. lOmo. S 3.00. 

^ Washington and the Revolution. 1 vol. Ifimo. 

WwiLLIA M^S (Hekbt W., M. D.) A Practical Guide to 
B IheSuiiljortbEDLKuejofUieEfe. \i<A. 12iiio. t%W. 

WINTUROP-S (RoDBBT C.)IJfeand Letters of John Win- 

WINTHROP-S (TnEODonE) Cecil Dreeme. With Bio- 

graphlul Sketch b; a>OHuaWii.uui Ctrarra. 1 voL Wain. SI.U. 

John Brent 1vol. Ifimo. SI.60. 

Edwin Brothertoft. 1 vol. IGmo. $1.60. 

The Canoe and the Saddle. I vol. Ifimo. 

11.60. 

Life in iho Open Air, and other Papers. 

WJih PuKralt OD BtceU mud an Eajn^vib^ or Alt. g».i-i..ii.> fnim * 
BkcUh b; F. K. CacBCB. IvDi. 16D10. %\ja. 



ZSCHOKKE'S Meditations on Death and Eternity. Trans- 

liled CrDin tlie Qtnnui bj FicDuuci BowAK. 1 vdL limn. (l.EiD. 
— Meditations on Life and its Religious Duties. 



GABIKET EDITIOHS OF THE POETS. 



lop, Ths following ire now publinJied: — 

LonrifeUow's Poems. 2 vols. S 3.50. 
Tennyfon'3 Poems. 2 vols. S3.50. 
Whitlier'9 Poena. 2 vols. « 3..^0. 
Holmes's Poems, J vol. S 1.75. 
Saxe's Poems. 1 Tol. S 1.75. 
LoweVn Poems. 2 vols. S 3.50. 
Lonqfelloafs Prose Wortx. 2 vols. S 3.50. 
Adelaide Procter's Poems. 1 voL S 1.75. 



imu win bD addsd 



Uhsi 



Bayard Taylor's Poems. 1 voL $ 1.75. 

Gondii Massey's Poems. 1 toI. $ 1.75, 
Owen Meredith's Poems. 2 vols. 83,60. 

" " LvcUe, 1 vol. 81,75. 

Mrs. Jameson's Works. 10 toIb. Sold in 
8 1.75 each vol. 



COMPANION POETS FOR THE PEOPLE. 

In. Illustrate a ■Volumes. 

.SSTtB. TICRTIOK *!ID FIELDS haVB begnn K HBW >B[i» nf [KHllol 



NATIONAI. LTRICB. Dj JOHfi G. Whitiibr. With Twiln 

LTRICS OP LIFE. By Robert Bbownibq. Wlih Tiral** 

Flluitnliona by 8. Eylinge. Psper, 50 cenla. 
BDHOROUS FRBBIS. Ky Ol-ITCB WENDELI. [IOLUES. WiA 



I 



BOOKS TUBUSHED IN BLT7E AND GOLD, 




TICKNOR AND FIELDS. 



LongfiiUiui's Poemt. 2 vola. 3 E.75. 

Limr^etlow'a Proie. 2 vob, »2.76. 

W/iiuier'g Poemi. 2 vols. S2.75. 

ZeiffA Hanf* Poems. 2 vols. S 2.60. 

Temiy»on's Poems. 2 toIs. S 2.50. 

Gerald Maiset^a Poems. S1-2S. 

ImiixWs Poems. 2 vols. »2.75. 

FercivaTs Poems. 2 vols. S 2.75. 

MolhenneWs Poems. S 1.25. 

Omen Mendllh's Poems. 2 vola. S2.S0- 

C>u)e>) Meredith's Ludie. 81.25. 

Sydney DoheWs Poems. $ 1.25. 

Boierintfa Matins and Vespers. SI,2d. 

Allingkam's Poena. SI.25. 

Horace. Tranfllated by Tukodobe Martin, 81.25, 

Mrs. Jameson's Characterialics of Women. S 1.25. 

Mrs. Jameson'* Lai>t$ of the Poets. 8 1.25. 

Mrs. Jameson's Diary. 8 1.25. 

Mrs. Jameson's S/cetches ofArL $ 1.25, 

Mrs. Jameson's Legends of the Madonna. 8 1-25. 

Mrs. Jameson's Itaiuin Painters, 8 1. 25. 

JIfri. Jameson's Studieg and Stmies. S t.25. 

Mrs. Jameson's Sacred and Legendary Art 2 vols. 82.50. 

Mrt. Jameson's Legeitds of the Monastic Orders. $ 1.25. 

Sax^a Poems. 81-25. 

dough's Poems. 8 1-25. 

Holmes's Poems. 81.25. 

Adi^ide Proetei's Poems. % 1.25. 

Tat/hr's Philip Van Artevelde. 81.25. 

MauXhorne's TiBiee-Told TaUt. 2 toU. 82.75. 

Bayard Taylor's Poems. $1.25. 

Tennyson's Enoch Arden, ^c. 81.00. 

Holmefs Autocrat. 8 !.25. 

Emerson's Poems. 8 1.25. 

Emerson's Essays. 8 1.25. 

Aldrich's Poems, $ 1.50- 



^F PERIODICALS ^^M 


TICKNOR AND FIELI^H 


THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW) ^^M 


Edllsd liyJ*MEa RUMELI. LOWELLind CHtHLEI EtLOT KORTOW. 1 

PiUHUhed auinerly. Now in [u Fidr-llMl Volumo. 1 


TESas. — tfi.DDiyeac. Singls Numbsn Sl.M. J 


>,• ftUagi paU iy CItt P-tWitri. ^^^H 


THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY f ^^H 


A Magaant of Literaturt, &imce. Art, and PoUtia. 


PubliabsdonIbe3D(h oF each month. Ilia now in iu SiitHaib Volnmg, 
irid hu inaiDsd > circul.tion ud prMiwritj nover Bqunllod hy »ny American 
MiigBinsonutlu* 


Liberal nductian to Clubiu 


Ths pMl»Be on Ufl ATi.*«Tlc (B4 UBU ■ yBU) mun U paid at tB* 
uIGh ohais it is TeCBived. 


OUR YOUNG FOLKS) 


An nitrated Maga^ne/^ Bo>p and Gixh. 


Edlusd by J. T, Tkowbkidoe, Gair, IIahiltoii, md Loot Lascox. 


Pntdiilied on the aoih of each month. Our Youittf Folks wbi bcpin ta 
Jmuaty, 1B65. and io hi™™ ha. been tapld and complete. Iu limair 
matter la of Ibe flnlci™, and It ia filled witb illuMtalioa. diawo b; U» b«l 
aniiti and enpaiiDd in a .u()erior niouDer. 


TBIl>lB.-aiiiBl. .iibMripllDin, «9.<n a T«i. SiBile ngmban,*] nuiti. 
Liberal Mduction to Oluba. 


Thi. r«ta(e on Ona Yoniio Folks (13 canli a jm) man b* paid al A* 

olB«wlMmliiT.cetved. 


TICKNOE AND FIELDS, PuUinhfrt. 

134 Tremont Street. Boitfi. 
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STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 

STANFORD AUXILIARY LIBRARY 

STANFORD. CALIFORNIA 94305-6004 

|415) 723-9201 

All books may be recoiled ofter 7 days 
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